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Happy Quarantine all and welcome to Edition
#003  of COMMANDO – The Magazine of
the Aust  ralian Commando Association.

It’s a crazy world out there at the moment and we
hope you are well and keeping up with world events. 

We have some great articles in this edition,
including the origins and introduction of the Sherwood
Green Commando Beret and the discussions of the
introduction of the 1 Commando Regiment hat badge
which has been narrowed down to a nine-month
period. The creation of the Commando Association
Victoria by Jim Burrows (M Special). Part 2 of 8 Men
Dropped From The Sky, the Story by Major Tom
Harrison (Z Special). An article on a Special Band of
Brothers by Jim Truscott, and Canada’s Commandos –
The Canadian Special Operations Regiment. The 60th

Rip Dinner & Memorial Service and an insight into a
little-known battle for a Platoon from Delta Cdo Coy, 4
RAR Commando involved in a ‘Fight for Their Lives’ in
the Chora Valley of Afghanistan in July 2006.

This year also marks the 75th Anniversary of the last
10 operators from the ill-fated Operation Rimau who
were executed in Singapore by the Japanese on 7 July
1945. Please take a moment to ‘Remember Them’.

It is also sad to hear of the passing of CPL John
‘Jack’ Hanson, the last surviving member of the 2nd/2nd

Independent Company that served in Timor during
WW2. 

Five other former members of 1 & 2 Commando
Company’s passed since December 2019 and during
the three months from July to September the Post
WW2 Commando Units had lost nine members either
Killed in Action, Killed In Training or Died In Service.

May they all have Clear Skies, Fair Winds and Calm
Seas. ‘Strike Swiftly & Without Warning’. ‘C4L’.

I’d like to formally congratulate Mr Barry Grant, the
Immediate Past President of ACA NSW & Previous
Editor of Commando News, as well as Mr Bruce Parker,
Former President of ACA VIC, for both being awarded
the OAM in the Australia Day and Queen’s Birthday
Honour’s Awards List (respectively) for your contribu -
tion to the Commando family and the Veteran Com -
munity. I’d also like to personally thank all those
members for their contributions to the Magazine, as
you know, without your input, we wouldn’t have this
great magazine.

I hope you enjoy the articles, please feel free to
submit an article for the magazine regardless of how
small or big it is, we will always try to fit them in but this
does come down to the number of pages allocated per
Magazine and remember ‘Keep Your Powder Dry &
Your Sights Straight’!  

Commando 4 Life
Nick Hill

Editor - Commando Magazine
E: editor_commandomag@commando.org.au

W: www.commando.org.au

A WORD FROM THE EDITOR

Australian Commando
Association Inc

BECOME A TRUCK DRIVER ~ 95% PASS RATE
1ST LESSON AT A DISCOUNTED PRICE

• TRUCKING GRADUATES • HEAVY VEHICLE
• LICENCE IN ONE DAY

Phone: 0406 577 701
info@paylessdrivingschool.com.au 
www.paylessdrivingschool.com.au
Servicing Sydney Metro and Greater Sydney

PAYLESS
TRUCK DRIVING SCHOOL

First Aid Courses
CPR Courses

Motorcycle Instructor Courses
79 Perkins Street West, South Townsville QLD 4810

(07) 4408 0058
www.wetrainqld.com.au

First Aid Courses
CPR Courses

Motorcycle Instructor Courses
79 Perkins Street West, South Townsville QLD 4810

(07) 4408 0058
www.wetrainqld.com.au
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JULY

July 1942 
2nd/8th Independent Company (Double White) was
raised at Wilsons Promontory, Victoria

1 July 1942
133 men of 1st Independent Company drowned
when the MV Montevideo Maru sank after being
torpedoed by USS Sturgeon off the coast of the
Philippines.  

17 July 1942
Four operatives of ISD are landed in Portuguese
Timor as part of Operation Lizard from the MV Kuru.
They RV with Sparrow Force sometime later in
Mape. This is the first Operation by ISD later SRD (Z
Special Unit) during WW2.

22 July 1943
The 2nd/8th Cav Commando Squadron sailed for Lea,
New Guinea via Milne Bay on board the SS
Ormiston.

1 July 1945
2nd/3rd & 2nd/5th Cav Commando Squadrons landed
on Green Beach in Balikpapan.

7 July 1945
The 10 remaining Z Special Unit members of Opera -
tion Rimau Are Executed in Singapore.

July to August 1945
2nd/6th Cav Commando Regiment in action defend -
ing Bandi Plantation during the Aitape - Wewak
Campaign.

7 July 1955
2 Commando Company (Melbourne) was raised at
Albert Park Barracks, Melbourne VIC.

27 July 1955
The Commandant Royal Marines grants approval for
Australian Commandos to wear the Sherwood
Green Beret once they were deemed Commando
Qualified.

14 July 1956
CAPT George Cardy of 1 Commando Company is
presented the first Sherwood Green Commando
Beret to an Australian Commando. 

22 July 2002
Tactical Assault Group – East (TAG-E) (C Cdo Coy), 4
RAR Commando is now ‘Operational’ and is the
Federal Governments Force of Choice for a
resolution to a Domestic Counter Terrorism
Incidents in Australia.

AUGUST

2 August 1942
2nd/6th Independent Company deploys to New
Guinea on board MS Tasman.

3 August 1942
Z Special Unit training is moved to the house on the
hill in Fairview, Cairns. Also known as Z Experimental
Station (ZES).

August 1943
2nd/4th Cav Commando Squadron lands in Milne Bay,
New Guinea

2nd/5th Independent Company reforms as the 2nd/5th

Cav Commando Squadron (Cdo Sqn) of the 2nd/7th

Cav Commando Regiment at Wongabel on the
Atherton Tablelands after returning from New
Guinea.

6 August 1945
At 0815 Japanese Standard Time, the Atomic Bomb
“Little Boy” is dropped from USAAF B-29
Superfortress (Enola Gay) on the Japanese city of
Hiroshima, killing over 66,000 people.

9 August 1945
The Atomic Bomb “Fat Man” is dropped from
USAAF B-29 Superfortress (Bocks Car) on the
Japanese city of Nagasaki, killing approx. 40,000
people.

15 August 1945
Offensive action against Japan ends and is
commonly known as Victory over Japan Day (VJ
Day).

August to September 2005
Alpha Commando Company, 4 RAR Commando
Deploys to Urzghan Province, Afghanistan as part of
Special Forces Task Group (SFTG) Rotation I.

(Continued next page)

SIGNIFICANT COMMANDO DATES
JULY to SEPTEMBER
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SIGNIFICANT COMMANDO DATES…
(Continued from previous page)

SEPTEMBER

September 1942
Camp Z, Refuge Bay, NSW was established. From
here the Z Special Unit operators selected for
Operation Jaywick began their training. Some of the
Z Special unit members departed from Camp Z
onboard the MV Krait for Cairns on 18 January 1943.

23/24 September 1942
2nd/4th Independent Company lands on the beach
just west of the village of Betano, Portugese Timor
from HMAS Voyager to replace the 2nd/2nd Inde -
pendent Company. HMAS Voyager becomes
aground and both Independent Company’s begin
to fight against the Japanese.

2 September 1943
14 members of Z Special Unit depart Exmouth
aboard the MV Krait as part of Operation Jaywick,
the first raid into Singapore Harbour. 

19/20 September 1943
2nd/6th Cav Commando Squadron in action during
the battle of Kaiapit, New Guinea.

24 September 1943
After a relatively uneventful voyage, Krait arrived off
Singapore. That night, six men left the boat and
paddled 50 kilometres  to establish a forward base
in a cave on a small island near the harbour.

26/27 September 1943
Six members of Z Special Unit led by LTCOL Lyons
conduct raids using three folboats and carrying
limpet mines on Japanese Shipping in Singapore
Harbour as part of Operation Jaywick. In the
resulting explosions, the limpet mines allegedly
sank or seriously damaged seven Japanese ships,
comprising over 39,000 tons between them. The six
Z Special operatives waited until the commotion
over the attack had subsided and then returned to
the MV Krait which they reached on 2 October 1943.

4 September 1944
2nd/4th Cav Commando Squadron landed at Lae
during the Salamaua-Lae campaign. This was the
first Australian amphibious landing since Gallipoli in
1915.

11 September 1944
23 men of Z Special Unit depart Garden Island in WA
aboard HMS Porpoise as part of Operation Rimau,
the second raid on Singapore Harbour.

2 September 1945
Japan formally signs the instrument of surrender
onboard the USS Missouri in Tokyo Harbour, ending
WW2, thus ending the combat operations and the
beginning of the demobilisation and eventual
disbandment of the Commando Squadrons &
Regiments and M & Z Special units. Japanese formal
surrenders continued until 22 Feb 1946.

11 September 2001
19 Islamic Terrorists flew four commercial passenger
jets into three buildings & a field in the United
States, which intern began The Longest War in
Australia’s Military History & forever changed the
way Australia’s Commando Regiments operated &
onducted their Operations.

COMMANDO FOR LIFE

AVAILABLE TO ALL ACA MEMBERS
MIND, BODY, SOUL
& LEGAL SERVICES

PSYCHOLOGICAL SUPPORT
Ms. Megan Fry

(Ex 1 Cdo Regt & IRR)
Phone: 07 3261 6434

or by her website www.mfry.com.au
Level 1, 11 Bald Hills Rd, Bald Hills

Brisbane QLD 

PHYSICAL SUPPORT
Dr Kieran McCarthy
(Ex RMO 2 Cdo Regt)

GO2 Health Phone: 07 3355 5540
or at www.go2health.com.au

468 South Pine Rd, Everton Park
Brisbane QLD

SPIRITUAL SUPPORT
Chaplain Michael Pocklington

(Ex Padre 2 Cdo Regt)
Phone: 0474 222 202

or by email mpocklington@gmail.com

LEGAL SUPPORT
Mr John Cockburn

(Honorary ACA QLD Solicitor) 
Phone: 07 3356 9366

or at john@cockburnlegal.com
98 Enoggera Rd, Newmarket

Brisbane QLD
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This article was copied from the “Commando
News” Newsletter of the NSW Commando
Association dated August 1982 and was written

by Don Latimer, their then Secretary, formerly of the 2nd/7th

Independent Company. The idea for a Commando
Memo  rial was first proposed at the Annual Meeting in
March, 1977. The suggestion came from the executive of
the No.1 Commando Association (Post War) who were
present by invitation for the first time. It was to be a joint
effort.   

In May 1977 the inaugural meeting of the Memorial
Sub-Committee took place. Generally, the discussion was
about designs, the inclusion of names of the fallen, type
of construction, and a site somewhere in Sydney. It was
resolved to approach the Lord Mayor, the late Leo Port
and the City Council for approval. Present at this meeting
were representatives for the NSW Commando Association
and No.1 Commando Association.

Contact with the City Council established that they
were interested in the proposal, and, that the design
should be such as to allow community involvement, e.g. a
fountain, a garden, an adventure playground, or, some
form of seating for the citizens of Sydney. Various sites
were discussed in committee, they included, Hyde Park,
Circular Quay, the cliff face near the Opera House, a small
park in College Street, and Martin Place. Due to an un -
fortunate series of events, communications between the
two Associations deteriorated. Leo Port passed away. The
NSW Association decided to go it alone, with the “Z”
Special Force Association.

The new Lord Mayor, Alderman Meers, requested the
involvement of the State branch of the RSL, because his
council considered that, as the memorial was to be for
those who served in world War II, and then the RSL should
give approval. Then after 2 years of deliberation, our
Association asked for a site in Martin Plaza (Place), Sydney.
During this period several seat designs were considered
by the Sub-Committee, including, a monolithic pedestal,
submitted by the Architects of Paddington RSL Club, and,
a design with traditional figures representing the Com -
mando in action.

Late in 1980, the City Council drew up plans for the
Memorial Seat as it exists today. In January 1981, at the

National Reunion, in Canberra, our President launched an
appeal to build the Memorial. Contributions received
slowly but surely, for the first months, then, one of
members made a donation well into four figures. The way
was now clear for the Sub-Committee to enter into a firm
undertaking with the City Council, and to guarantee the
construction of the Memorial Seat.

Under the control of the Director of Parks and Civil
Affairs the approved design was given to Melocco Bros
for construction and installation. The design of the plaque
was influenced by the layout adopted by the South
Australian Association memorial in Keswick Barracks,
Adelaide, and by the Victorian Association, near the
Shrine of Remembrance in Melbourne.

The seat is constructed of polished stone from Tarana
quarry near Oberon in New South Wales, and mounted on
a black marble base. The incorporation of the rough
unpolished panels in the base, represent the untrained
Commando as opposed to the polished panels re pre -
senting the trained man, ready for action. Fourteen cuts
located in the raised portion containing the plaque,
represent the twelve companies plus “M” and “Z” Special
Forces.

PRESIDENT / SECRETARY – Mr Wayne Havenaar
president_nsw@commando.asn.org

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT  – Mr Barry Grant, OAM
barrygrant1945@gmail.com

Web Address – www.commando.asn.org       Contact – secretary_nsw@commando.asn.org

THE HISTORY OF THE COMMANDO MEMORIAL SEAT 
MARTIN PLACE, SYDNEY

First Published In The NSW Commando Association Newsletter ‘Commando News’
Forworded by Mr Barry Grant, OAM - ACA NSW

The Commando Seat at the Eastern end of Martin Place in Sydney.
The seat is orientated towards the West to view the setting sun
and to look along Martin Place towards the Sydney Cenotaph at
the opposite end of Martin Place. Notice the 14 grooves (bottom

side of plaque) representing the 12 Cdo Coys/Sqns and
M&Z Special Units. Image: Courtesy of Google
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The seat has been contoured to shed moisture and, to
provide a resting place for the surrounding area, and, to
contemplate the aspect looking down Martin Plaza.

The plaque was cast in December 1981 by Cuneen
and Company of Peel Street Granville, NSW. The material
is bronze, and has been treated with a final coat of
protective silicone. The original design showed a separate
Double Diamond fixed to the stone above the plaque.
The committee ruled against this layout, as it was
considered to be prone to vandalism, and decided to
enlarge the plaque to contain all the relevant material,
and to be easy to read from a standing position. The
wording on the plaque is simple and to the point. The
enlarged Association emblems give balance to the layout,
and the colours of the patches provide a finishing touch.
The Association emblems and the colour and the colour
patches were cast separately to the plaque. The colour
tints were researched with the Australian War Memorial in
Canberra to be as close as possible to the original of
1941. The emblems and patches are fixed to the plaque
by metal screws and epoxy adhesive. They can be
replaced if damaged by vandals.

The Memorial was dedicated, and handed over to the
City of Sydney on Sunday the 31st of January 1982.

Don Latimer

Note: The ACA NSW Committee is working on a project
to make the memorial to be more inclusive of the post
world War II Commando units, i.e. 1st Commando
Regiment, 4 RAR (CDO) and the 2nd Commando
Regiment.

The Plaque atop of the Commando Seat,
Martin Place, Sydney. 

Image from:
www.warmemorialsregister.nsw.gov.au/content/commando-memorial

COMMANDO FOR LIFE

MR BARRY GRANT, OAM
Barry is awarded the Order of Australia Medal (OAM) General Division 

in the Australia Day Honours, 26th January 2020

By Ivan Kelly – ACA NSW

Mr Barry Lindsay GRANT, NSW - For service to veterans and their families.

Australian Commando Association, New South Wales 
• Member, National Committee, since 2015. 
• Life Member, National Committee, 2018. 
• President, 2001-2018. 
• Secretary, 2000.

Woronora River Sub-Branch of the Returned and Services League of Australia (NSW)
• President, 2011-2019. 
• State Congress Delegate, since 2009. 
• Welfare Officer, since 2008. 
• Member, since 1995. 

Career 
• Commando Medic, 1st Commando Regiment, Australian Army, 1985-2000. 
• Health Support Officer, Solomon Islands, 1995. 

Awards and Recognition include
• Life Member, New South Wales Branch, Returned and Services League of Australia. 
• Defence Long Service Medal, 2000. 
• Australian Defence Medal. 
• Exemplary Service Medal, Australian Army. 
• Hughes Community Award. 
• Justice of the Peace NSW. 

Congratulations to Barry from all of the members of the Australian Commando Association.

Barry Grant, OAM
in Timor Leste 2015.

The OAM, General Division

COMMANDO FOR LIFE
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Hello members,

Ihope you are all well and coping during the
continued, but easing CV-19 restrictions. Three
months has passed since I last wrote. It may have

dragged on for some and flown by for others. The
membership remains stable now, over 130, and we are in
a very healthy financial position going into the end of the
year, which will support us in future planned events. The
Committee has meet via Zoom for the last two meetings
which has been great and to see the faces of the guys we
have spent so much time with in the Regiments. Things
are going well for us.   

For those that don’t know me personally, I am going
through a medical discharge and transition from the
Defence Force at the moment to take effect from August
12th 2020. My original separation date was February 28th

then 12th May, but thanks to the lockdown I got extended
for three months. Twenty-four years and two days since I
marched through the doors of Alpha Coy 4 RAR at Tobruk
lines Holsworthy in 1996. All that fun Commando stuff
catches up to you in the end, and I’d do it all again in a
heartbeat!

OP Rimau & Commando/Special Forces Day
The week just gone ending 21st June has seen the con -

firmation that the Queensland Maritime Museum will not
be opening to the public until the end of July. We were
holding an open booking just in case something could
have been arranged at extremely short notice regarding
our annual Operation Rimau and Com mando/Special
Forces Day ceremony. This is obviously not going ahead
at the QMM now, and I apologise for anyone planning on
coming for the late notice given. Our Social Member
Team of Mark Stanieg and ‘Granny’ Johnson have been in
feverish consultation with the Brisbane City Council and
State Library, in an attempt to secure a venue for a
minimal gathering of no more than twenty people, IAW
CV-19 rules. So, at this stage the Op Rimau & Com -
mando/Special Forces Day will be held at the Brisbane
Cenotaph, Ann Street, Brisbane at 1045 for an 1100 kick
off on Sunday 12 July 2020. Lunch will be at the Central
Hotel across the Street to the Cenotaph. All wreaths and
flowers are welcome to be laid but all.

For further details please contact Mark, our Social
Member, at acaqld_social@commando.org.au. Mrs Bev
Ellis has requested to lay the M&Z Special perpetual
wreath this year in honour of her late husband Hugh Ellis
(Z Special), and we are making plans for that to happen
regardless. I thank both members for their efforts to date. 

Timor Awakening & Commandos Return
In other news, I have been fortunate enough to gain a

position on the Veterans Care Australia, (VCA) Veterans
mentoring program running on the Gold Coast in late
July. This will enable our Association to value add to the
staff for Timor Awakening (TA’s) immersion trips, planned
for 2021. We are in talks once again to get some of our
members away on the combined TA’s, and are looking at
the possibility of running our own “Commando’s Return”
(CR) like we did in 2017 & 2018. I will keep you informed
as talks progress. Just a reminder that when the
expressions of interest are sent out, you do not, I repeat,
do not, have had served in Timor to attend these
programs. They are open to any veteran and are a health
and wellness and cultural immersion program and
strongly recom mended by all those who have attended
previous TA’s/CR’s.

Presentations
The latest Commando Association plaques were an

instant winner amongst the members. I was honoured to
present a number of these plaques personally to our
“silent supporters” being, Dr Kieran McCarthy of GO2
Health at Everton Park (ACA QLD Honorary RMO) and
ACA QLD Member, Mrs Megan Fry, Psychologist at Bald
Hills (Honorary Phycologist) and ACA QLD Member,
Chaplain Michael Poklington of Kokoda Barracks
(Honorary ACA QLD Chaplin) & ACA QLD Member, and
our Immediate Past President and Commando Magazine
editor Mr Nick Hill of Canungra looking a very ‘The Man
from Borneo’.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Mr Nick Hill,
presented the ACA
Plaque from ACA
QLD President Mr
Graham Gough for

services as the
President of ACA
QLD 2016-2020. 
Image courtesy of:

Graham Gough

Ms Megan Fry, being
presented the ACA
Plaque from ACA
QLD President Mr
Graham Gough for
services to the ACA

QLD Members.
Image courtesy of:

Graham Gough

Dr Kieran McCarthy,
being presented the

ACA Plaque from
ACA QLD President
Mr Graham Gough
for services to the

ACA QLD Members. 
Image courtesy of:

Graham Gough
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Peter McCaffrey
and I  had another
g rea t  Honour  o f
visiting LT COL Harry
S m i t h ,  S G ,  M C
(Retd.) at his Sun shine
Coast home to pre -
sent his plaque. Harry
who turns 87 in July,
took a day off from
working down on his
fishing boat to have
morning tea with us
and catch up. I had
come prepared with
some Arnott’s cream biscuits with compliments of the
mess. As many would be aware, Harry was the 2IC of 2
Cdo Coy and also the OC 1 Cdo Coy either side of being
OC Delta Coy, 6 RAR and went on to be the first CO/CI of
the Army Parachute Training Flight at RAAF Wil liams -
town NSW from 1973-1976 com ple ting 499 jumps! He
was offered the chance by PTS Nowra in later years to get
the 500th jump in, but when they suggested a Tandem, he
told them unless he could jump solo, he wouldn’t bother.
We would also like to thank Harry’s wife Felicia for her
hospitality. We intend to accompany Harry in August for
Vietnam Veterans and Long Tan day at his local RSL.

Vale 
Sadly, our last 2/2nd

Aust Ind Coy Timor
Veteran CPL John
‘Jack’ Hanson, passed
away peacefully in late
May aged 98 years.
Our Social Member
Mark  S tan ieg  had
made a special effort to
connect with Jack last
year  at  h is  nurs ing
home in Hervey Bay.
The Association con -
tacted Jack’s nephew
with a message of sup -
port and condolence.
We received a thank
you email and Western
Australian news article
on Jack’s life in return,
with mention of a possible memorial service to be held
once the State has returned to some normality. The article
on Jack and my Vale email to the ACA Qld Members is
available in the Vale Section of the Magazine. 

The Commando Cross of Valour
From my personal collection this month comes the

Commando Cross of Valour. It is based on the Victoria
Cross as pictured. A long green ribbon with three bars as
shown and the Word “Valour” on the boomerang. It also
has the Z Special (SRD) emblem and Southern Cross with
a rope border around the center picture. Interestingly the

Foldboat/Klepper
has three men with
paddles. (The Jawick
& Rimau Operations
used two-man fol -
boats). I believe that
approximately 200 of
these may have been
made around the
early 1970’s and a
number were pre -
sented to the families of Op Jawick and Rimau in
recognition of their service. The families apparently
received engraved medals while the rest were sold plain
backed as fund raisers to members. It was widely
supported that the men on these operations should have
all received the VC for their efforts and the medal was
produced in a similar idea to the “Rats of Tobruk”
association medal. I purchased this example from an
auction house in London many years ago and I have only
ever seen three of these in my 30 odd years of collecting.
If anyone has differing details to what I have presented
here, feel free to contact me.

ACA Stubby Coolers 

Our Social Member, Mark Stanieg (Ex 4 Cdo), has put
together a stubby cooler suitable for all Association
members. The stubby cooler is grey in colour with the
Association Badge surrounded by the words AUST -
RALIAN COMMANDO ASSOCIATION ‘COM MANDO
FOR LIFE’ on one side. Opposite is the modern
‘Gunslinging’ version of the Association Badge with the
WW2 Cdo in the left diamond and a Modern Day Cdo in
the Right Diamond surrounded by the words ‘ON THE
GUN SINCE 1941’. Separating the two badges is the
Commando Squashed Moth Wings with a AAS Dagger
directly underneath. Cost is $20ea including postage.
Please Contact Mark Stanieg, our Social member, for
further details at acaqld_social@commando.org.au.

Queensland Commando Businesses
Coffee In Your Corner 

For those of you in
Brisbane around the
Northern suburb of
Eagle farm, make your
way out to the “Super
Butcher” meat ware -
house. There in the
car park, you will find
one of our Com -
mando members Tim
Thomas (Ex 2 Cdo
Regt) working hard

Mr Pete McCaffery, ACA QLD (L)
with ACA QLD President

Mr Graham Gough (R) and
Harry Smith SG, MC with his ACA

Plaque for Services to 1 & 2 Cdo Coy
& Army Parachute Training Flight.

Image courtesy of: Graham Gough

CPL Jack Hanson after returning
from Timor in 1943. The Double

Diamonds of the 2/2nd Ind Coy can
be clearly seen on the upper dleeve

of Jack’s Battle Dress Jacket. 
Image courtesy of: Google

Tim at his coffee shop
‘Coffee In Your Corner’

in Eagle Farm, Brisbane. 

The Victoria Cross (L) 
The Commando Cross of Valour (C)

and the CCV Obverse Side (R)  

ACA Stubby Cooler $20ea, including postage.  
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daily in his own coffee business ‘Coffee In Your Corner’
located at Eagleview Place, Eagle Farm, Brisbane (next to
Super Butcher - Eagle Farm). Opening Hours Mon to Fri,
0600-1100hrs. Drive/walk up or text your orders through
on 0402 425 336. A percentage of ‘Coffee In Your Corner’
profits go to assisting veterans transiting into the civilian
work space. Ex and current serving Commandos can also
‘Pay One Forward’ to fellow Operators in our ‘Good
Karma Jar’. I also had the good fortune of running some
of the Mercedes Benz G Wagon fleet out for repairs next
door to Tim recently, so I had a great excuse to catch up
for a couple of days straight with my old mate f rom 4
RAR (CDO) Amphibious Mobility Platoon (AMP).

Tim has written
and published a Vet -
eran help book called
“Fight Flight Feel”
which he makes avail -
able in a package deal
with a coffee! As Molly
Meldrum would say,
do yourself a favour!
Make the effort to go
and say hi. Tim has an infectious ability to make you feel
good while having a yarn and has several other Veteran
programs he is involved with that he can let you know of.

JR Medals
John Roxburgh (Ex 2 Cdo Regt & 126 Sig Sqn) and his

wife run their own veteran-owned business known as JR
Medals, located in the Northern Suburbs of Brisbane
mounting medals and now making presentation and
display. Photo below is an example of a WWII Commando
Colour patch frame (only showing com mando colour
patches as they were
originally raised). JR
Medals is producing
these for $350. They
will donate $90 to the
ACA Qld out of each
frame purchase. 

A full Commando
Colour Patch board
including the later
raised 2/9th, 2/10th,
2/11th, and 2/12th

Squadrons can also
be produced for $365 on request. A replica WWII dagger
can be included in the center of either frame for additional
$100 to both the above frame options. 

This particular frame is for sale and ready to be picked
up or shipped now at $350 from JR Medals. First in best
dressed on this first concept frame, however more can be
ordered direct through JR Medals at...

https://www.jrmedals.com.au/
Shipping can be organised to Melbourne/Sydney

(metro areas) for $45. Outside these areas please contact
JR Medals to confirm cost. 

Commando 4 Life 
Graham Goug

President - ACA Qld

Tim’s Veterans Help Book –
Fight Flight Feel.

COMMANDO FOR LIFE

Megan Fry started working at the Tobruk Lines
Medical  Centre,  Holsworthy  Barracks,  supporting
2 CDO REGT, SOER and SOLS in 2008. Megan
provided clinical psychology services, as a civilian
contractor, at the medical centre. As an ex-serving
military  psychology  officer,  Megan  also  supported
1 CDO REGT as a Reserve Psychology Officer. Megan
is an active member of the ACA QLD.

Megan is passionate about veteran mental health
and she has a particular interest in supporting
veterans transition out of the military. Megan has
come to identify what she calls “The Psychological
Effects of Service” (you may recall the article she
wrote in Edition 16). Megan is now exploring the
cultural adjustment and identity issues ex-serving
military personnel experience at transition as part of a
PhD research project she is conducting at Griffith
University. If you are interested in further information
see the attached flyer, visit https://is.gd/lostsoldier, or
email at megan.fry@griffithuni.edu.au.

Have you served in the Army and deployed
on operations?

Have you transitioned out of the forces
in the last 2 years?

Transition from the military
is an important issue.

We are seeking ex-serving Army personnel
to complete a confidential online survey:

The Lost Soldier: Understanding Soldier Identity

If you are interested in participating visit:
https://is.gd/lostsoldier

At the end of the survey, you can express interest
in a face to face intervention being run in Brisbane.

For more information email
megan.fry@griffithuni.edu.au

If you have a device that has or can download
an app (e.g. QR code) capable of reading QR
codes, you may scan the QR code below,
which should take you directly to the survey in
a web browser.



RECENT ACTIVITIES

Due to the COVID 19 restrictions all the
Association social and commemorative
activities in the first half of 2020 have been

cancelled and those for the remainder of the year are
currently on review. The Association Annual General
meeting has also been deferred the latter months of
2020.

Presentation of Motorised Submersible Canoe
(Sleeping Beauty) Model

Once again Association member, CAPT Don
Bergman OAM, RFD (Retd.), has been busy in his home
workshop and has produced a scale model of the
officially named Motorised Submersible Canoe (MSC)
and locally known as the ‘Sleeping Beauty’.

The MSC was originally intended to be the attack
craft during 1944 Operation RIMAU raid into
Singapore Harbour, however of these craft was
discarded and Folboat canoes were used once the
parent craft had been compromised by Japanese
forces. Unfortunately, Don was recovering in hospital
from minor surgery when the model was collected and
unavailable for a photo.

This model will be an invaluable asset within the
Historical Collection along with MV Krait and enable
ACA VIC to loan out quality exhibition material of
WW2 Special Operations activities.

New ACA Commemorative Memorabilia 
The newly arrived ACA plaque is now available

through Branches. 

Presentation of ACA Life Membership
to Ray Leonard RAN, Former Crew Member
of HMAS Armidale

On the afternoon of Friday, 5 June 2020 I, along
with the ACA VIC Almoner Dick Pelling, visited Ray,
Beryl, and their daughter Carol at their long-time home
in East Kew, Melbourne. Ray was presented with Life
Membership of the Association in recognition of his
wartime service in support of commandos in Timor and
his subsequent long-term association with the post war
Commando and M and Z Special Unit associations. We
spent several hours chatting with Ray and hearing
about his experiences on the Armidale when she was
attacked by Japanese aircraft and of the valiant efforts
of the crew to defend their ship. More of this will be in
a separate article prepared by Luke Gosling MP, a
former Commando. Ray also provided an insight into
his survival at sea after his was ship sunk and details
regarding his eventual rescue and subsequent naval
service in other ships until the end of the war.

Anyone interested in hearing the very interesting
story of HMAS Armidale can access the video via
YouTube https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
hdQGiyQoBaI&feature=emb_logo. There is also a
video interview with Ray, which, accompanied by a
transcript, will be shortly posted onto the ACA VIC
website.

Along with his Certificate of Life Membership Ray
was also presented with an Association tie and lapel
pin and he assured us that he would wear both of them
very proudly. He had a very high regard for the World
War 2 Commandos on Timor. Of significance to all is
that the following day Ray and wife Beryl celebrated
their 76th wedding anniversary at home with some
champagne and watching some all-time videos,
accompanied by daughter Carol.

Guidance Document on Dress
Following numerous queries regarding appropriate

dress and the wearing of medals, awards, and military
badges ACAV has produced and received committee
endorsement for a Guide on Dress which will be
distributed to all ACA VIC members in the very near

PRESIDENT’S REPORT
June 2020

Motorised Submersible Canoe (Sleeping Beauty) model
at 1:30 scale.
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Former Victorian Association
Pre sident Bruce Parker was
awarded the Order of

Australia Medal in the General
Division in the 2020 Queen’s Birth -
day Honours. Bruce was the pre si -
dent of the Australian Com mando
Asso ciation (Victoria) from 1993-
1997 and 2002-2003 and a com -
mittee member for many years. He
has been a strong supporter of the
Victorian and Australian Com mando
Associations since their begin nings. 

Bruce’s citation read, “For service
to the community, and to the
automotive industry”.

As the co-founder and trustee of
the Commando Welfare Trust in
2009 he led a team of like-minded
veterans on a mission to provide
financial support to in-need Special
Operations Command Soldiers and
their families. Additionally, Bruce co-
founded the Michael Parker Foun -
dation that provides support and offers educational
opportunities to underprivileged children in Australia,
Timor-Leste and Nepal. He also assisted with the
foundation of the Rotary East Timor Roofing and Training
Cooperative, which he, and a number of the “Olds and
Bolds” visited on two wheels – and sometimes on one! -
last year.

A well-known industry figure and long-standing
Victorian Automobile Chamber of Commerce (VACC)
member, Bruce was officially recognised “for service to
the community and the automotive industry”.

As the founder of the country's largest engine

remanufacturing company, that
includes HM GEM Engines, Nason
Engine Parts and Premier Machinery
and Components, throughout his
years in the industry Bruce has
dedicated himself to successful
businesses and investing in the
future of the automotive industry by
training apprentices and employing
people with disabilities. In recog ni -
tion of his hard work and dedication,
he has received the Prime Minister’s
Employer of the Year Award on
several occasions.

Bruce has for more than 15 years
been a volunteer supporter of the
Victorian Police initiative, Hand
Brake Turn, developed in order to
support young Australians wanting
to explore work pathways after
experiencing challenges throughout
their early life.

In addition to his community
work, Bruce is a respected and

involved industry figure, being a past
VACC Divisional Chairman and a former
President of the Australian Engine
Reconditioners Association.

He has also been an active
contributor in the South East Business
Network (SEBN) and South East
Melbourne Manufacturing Alliance
(SEMMA).

Congratulations to Bruce and Gail
on a marvellous contribution to the
wider community.

future. This document will also be submitted to the
National Executive for consideration as a National
guidance document. Information copies of this policy
will be forwarded to all State Branches and the
National Executive.

Historical Collection Policy and Procedures
The ACA VIC Committee at the last meeting

formally endorsed the collection policy and procedures
for the ACA VIC Historical Collection. This document
will provide clear guidance or more items will be col -
lected, retained stored in the appropriate disposal and
the conditions under which items from the col lection
may be loaned out for historical or com me morative
displays. Information copies of this policy will be

forwarded to all State Branches and the National
Executive.

It is with great regret that I advised that Drew
Gordon has stood down from the position of Col -
lections Manager and his magnificent efforts over the
past two years have enabled the collection to be
ration alised and a fully documented work is underway
with Museums Victoria that the collector listed publicly.

ACA VIC extends our deep and sincere and
gratitude for his efforts with the collection.

Regards,
Doug Knight

Email: dougknight88@gmail.com
Phone 0400 877 323

COMMANDO FOR LIFE

COMMANDO FOR LIFE

MR BRUCE PARKER, OAM
Bruce is awarded the Order of Australia Medal (OAM) General Division 

2020 Queen’s Birthday Honours

By Mr Dick Pelling - ACA VIC

Bruce received thePrime Minister’s Employer of
the Year award a number of times.

The OAM,
General Division



COMMANDO ~ The Magazine of the Australian Commando Association ~ Edition 3 I 2020 15

TThe booklet was distributed to those who
attended the 60th anniversary ‘Rip’ Com me mo -
rative Services held in February. 

The caption of the photo on page 18 shows Ian Storey
and Joe Lamb meeting with the captain of the Toscana
when it returned to Melbourne late in 1960. The woman
beside Captain Armante was Ian’s mother, Mrs Doreen
“Dorrie” Storey. 

Also, Maurie Priestley’s name was omitted from the
1960 Annual Camp nominal roll on page 49.

Apologies to Maurie – although his photo did appear
elsewhere in the booklet! 

By Mr Barry Higgins – ACA VIC

From WO2 Chris Smith

Chris Smith, the son of Sergeant Dan Lorkin who
took part in the ill-fated 1960 ‘Rip’ exercise,
wrote a reflective email at the time of the 60th

anniversary commemorative services last February. Dan
died in a training accident in 1966 when the Company was
doing a roping demonstration at the Royal Melbourne
Show.

Chris wrote: “It is an opportunity to reflect on the
deeds and sacrifices of the men that make up the
Commando family. I reflected on the irony that my father
and I enjoyed many similar passions and paths in life. My
last posting was to 2RAR, now the Amphibious Bn and I
can relate to Zodiacs, Landing Craft and the angry winds
and tides. I see Doug Knight is the Commando Asso -
ciation President – I worked for him at 5/6 RVR when I first

joined the Reserves. I was once the CSM at C Coy based
at Royal Avenue, Sandringham, and have many a time run
along the beach near Pt Lonsdale. I was also posted to B
Coy the Victorian Scottish Regt in the 90s, the lineage to
the Victorian Scottish Regiment Taffy Drakopoulos joined
in Melbourne. (Yes, I wore a kilt!)”

Chris is a Sea Kayak Instructor with the Army and has
completed civilian parachute and SCUBA diving courses.
He wrote: “I think my father and I would have been good
mates had the ‘cards been dealt’ differently.”

Chris is currently posted to the Royal New South Wales
Regiment in Sydney. 

Footnote. The Royal Avenue depot in Sandringham
briefly housed 2 Commando Coy in 1957 after its Picnic
Point HQ was destroyed by a fire.

Sent in by, Mr Barry Higgins – ACA VIC

AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES -
SOUTHERN COMMAND, 2 CDO (CMF) - RAISING

Asignal with the above heading and dated 14
April 1955 was sent giving approval for the
raising of 2 Cdo Coy (Royal Australian Infantry).

In the peculiar way familiar to those who know the
workings of the army two copies of the signal were
actually sent to “2 Cdo Coy", as well as copies for
information to various affected commands and units. The
signal stated that the Order of battle would be amended
accordingly, and that Major Peter Seddon would
commence raising the unit in accordance with the
instruction by not later than 30 May 55.  The unit was to
be under the control of Head Quarters, Southern
Command. The unit was to be located at the training
depot Picnic Point Sandringham, with the temporary
location of unit HQ to be in Room 31A, "D" Block, Albert
Park Barracks.

BIG OAKS FROM LITTLE ACORNS GROW

Major Peter Seddon made history by raising and
commanding 2 Commando Company for the
first fifteen months of its existence, from April

1955 to July 1956. In March 1955, from an office in Albert
Park Barracks, Major Peter Seddon began recruiting
members of the Australian Regular Army and Citizen
Military Forces (CMF) for service in 2 Cdo Coy. The first
parade was held on the 14th July 1955. On the 27th

August 1955, Sgt M B McDermott arrived as an instructor
on loan from the UK Royal Marines. This personal
recollection of the beginnings of the Unit were written
recently by Colonel Seddon, who lives in retirement in the
Canberra suburb of Deakin.

‘Big Oaks From Little Acorns Grow'. So, it was for 2
Commando Company.

“On 5 April 1955 I reported for duty to the Colonel
General Staff, HQ Southern Command in Albert Park as

COMMANDO FOR LIFE

COMMANDO FOR LIFE

FROM THE ACA VIC ‘INBOX’

‘CROSSING THE RIP’ COMMEMORATIVE BOOKLET
Correction!

(L-R) CPL Ian Storey, Mrs “Dorrie” Storey, Captain Armante and
PTE Joe Lamb on the Toscana in late 1960. 

EARLY YEARS OF 2 COMMANDO COMPANY
By Mr Barry Higgins – ACA VIC
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Officer Commanding, 2 Cdo Coy. I had no Commando or
similar experience and quickly found in my dealings with
HQ S Comd that I was not alone. Fortunately, I knew the
Col G S and he proved to be friendly and helpful. I'm sure
he wished me well and reminded me I would have to put
in a bid for training funds before getting a young Staff
Officer to escort me to my office - the HQ of 2 Cdo Coy.
I entered a room, bare apart from a table and a chair, and
so began for me a fascinating and very satisfying 15
months”.

“That day, the acorn was planted, and I am pleased to
think when I regretfully surrendered command on 12 July
1956 it had well and truly taken root, was standing tall
and was growing vigorously. I suspect that in those early

days I didn't give much thought to how I was going to
attract young men off the street to join my elite unit.  But
I was determined we would not be seen as just another
CMF unit. Training would have to be challenging,
vigorous and demanding. We would have to be different
and be seen to be different”.Prior to our very welcome
move from Albert Park to Sandringham I insisted the ARA
staff who had been posted in would join me in a
lunchtime run round the lake, both to improve our fitness
and, with the help of the press, obtain publicity for the
unit”.

Ref. Strike Swiftly, 40 years of 2 Commando Company,
1995.

COMMANDO FOR LIFE

A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE 2 COMMANDO COMPANY DEPOTS

Colonel Peter Seddon raised 2 Cdo Coy from HQ
Southern Command at Albert Park in early
1955, as the first Officer Commanding. He later

wrote about it. “Our very welcome move from Albert Park
to Sandringham.” That took place in 1955. Colonel John
Hutcheson wrote: “When I took command (in August
1956), the unit was located in a neat compact timber
building at Picnic Point in Sandringham.”

The Picnic Point drill hall had a long gestation period.
In November 1923 the local council proposed a drill hall
on Commonwealth land, but it was not until almost ten
years later, in 1933, approval was given to erect a building
on Picnic Point, for the Sandringham Battery of the
Garrison Artillery, and also the local Sea Cadets. It was
also used for social occasions. John Hutcheson later
wrote, “On the 15th October 1957, the depot and its
contents were totally destroyed by fire.” 

The Sandringham News reported” “More than a
thousand people crowded Jetty Road for a grandstand
view of the struggle between the firemen and the
terrifying blaze that raged for two hours and burnt the
Commando drill hall to the ground.”

Ammunition and fuel tanks exploded, risking lives, and
all of the Commando’s vehicles, boats and equipment
were lost. There are conflicting theories about the cause
of the fire, including the possibility of arson.

John Hutcheson wrote” “For a few weeks we
assembled newly issued equipment at a nearby CMF
depot.” (This was the RVR depot in Royal Avenue in
Sandringham, just off Beach Road.) “Then we moved into
Flinders Naval Depot and set up the unit in the lines of
the Gunnery Division. Shortly after the 1958 annual camp
HQ Southern Command asked me to select between two
depots, one at Frankston and a second at Ripponlea.
After much debate we decided to take Ripponlea. A
major factor in this decision was that the centre of gravity
of our membership was in the vicinity of Ripponlea,”
Colonel Hutcheson later said.

The Unit moved to Ripponlea in very early 1958, after
the annual camp and by late February, according to the
ROs. A few years later, then OC Major Geoff Cohen said,
“the unit was bursting at the seams and a new location
had to be found.” Towards the end of 1965 Cohen said
“he finally convinced a hard-nosed Colonel General Staff

Southern Command that Fort Gellibrand was the spot”.
Major Ted Stevenson took over command of 2 Cdo Coy in
January 1968. He later wrote: “I recall the movement of
the depot from Ripponlea to Fort Gellibrand.” 

Operating from so many locations in its first 13 years,
this last move in early 1968 saw the Company begin a
period of stability - 45 years and counting!

From Commando magazine

Acknowledgements. Sincere thanks to Shirley Joy, Dr Ian
Parsons, the Sandringham News archives, Sgt Liz
Maclaine, the former OCs named above, David Waters -
ton and Dick Pelling.
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The RIP Commemorative Dinner

Association members, family, friends and
guests attended the 60th Anniversary
Commemorative Dinner on Friday 14

February at the Bayview Eden Hotel in Melbourne.
Coincidentally, the Hotel overlooks Albert Park, the
original home of 2 Commando Company in 1955. The
evening was an opportunity for all members of the
Association to meet and remember lost com rades who
died in the Rip incident 60 years ago, and for surviving
members, family and friends to again catch up. For
some who had drifted away over the years it was a time
to rekindle old relationships.

Our Victorian President, Doug Knight, welcomed
the distinguished guests, including the Australian
Commando Association Patron, General Sir Phillip
Bennett, AC, KBE, DSO, the Officer Commanding 2
Company, Major S, his CSM WO2 M, and members of
2 Company.

Doug recalled the names of ‘Taffy’ Drakopoulos,
Roger Wood and Eddie Meyer, who were lost in the Rip
in 1960, and a minute’s silence preceded the solemn
“Lest We Forget”. Those present who were involved in
the Rip incident were acknowledged, together with
family members of those who were unable to attend, or
were no longer with us. Doug also recognised the sup -
port of other Association members, families and
friends who attended.

Doug outlined the events of the Rip incident on the
evening of February 17th 1960 and the effect it had on
2 Company at that time. Following the entrée, he
presented certificates of appreciation to Liz Maclaine,
Bruce Parker, Drew Gordon and Barry Higgins for their
support of the Victorian Association.  

After dinner the 2 Company OC, Major S, gave a
succinct summary of the role of the Company, and also
expressed his appreciation of the support provided by
our Association. A commemorative booklet was pre -
sented to all dinner guests before Robert McDowell,
Bruce Parker and John Woodruff proposed toasts to
the Queen, Special Forces and the Commando Asso -
ciation. After the formal events old friends took the
opportunity to mingle and recall earlier days. Despite
the serious theme of the evening, it was uplifting to
again meet up with old comrades and share memories
of times past, as well as learn of their experiences in
later life.  

60th Anniversary Service of the Rip Tragedy 

Former members of 2 Commando Company,
with families, friends and serving members,
gathered at the ‘Rip’ memorial on Shortlands

Bluff, Queenscliff on Sunday February 16th to marked
the 60th anniversary of the incident that took three lives
and had a marked effect on many of the 70 men who
survived the events of that night. A special guest was
General Sir Phillip Bennett, now aged 92, the former
Officer Com mand ing the Melbourne-based 2 Com -
mando Company who led his men on the ill-fated Rip
exercise. The former Korean and Vietnam veteran was
OC of 2 Cdo Coy from 1958 to 1961, and was later the

THE RIP COMMEMORATIVE DINNER & THE 
60th ANNIVERSARY SERVICE OF THE RIP TRAGEDY

The RIP Tragedy - 17 February 1960 
By Mr Barry Higgins – ACA VIC

At the Commemoration Dinner: General Sir Phillip Bennett, sixth
from left, with some of his men who were in the Rip Incident. 

Photo Courtesy of: Trevor Bergman.

General Sir Phillip Bennett, AC, KBE, DSO centre, with his family
and MAJGEN Greg Melick AM, RFD, SC, right, Australian RSL

President and Australian Commando Association
National President. 

Photo courtesy of: Tim Priestley.
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Chief of the Australian Defence Force. Doug Knight,
President of the Australian Commando Asso ciation
Victoria wel comed those in attendance, especially the
families and friends of Roger Wood, George ‘Taffy’
Drakopoulos, both 2 Cdo Coy, and Eddie Meyer, 41
Amphibious Platoon. The three men drowned that
night and a number of others were injured Queenscliffe
Borough Mayor Ross Ebbels, Councillor Susan Salter
and Borough CEO Martin Gill, along with Queenscliff
RSL President Alan Hunter, represented the local com -
munity that was so deeply involved in the Rip rescues
60 years ago. National RSL President and Australian
Commando Association National President MAJGEN
Greg Melick, AM, RFD. SC. represented both organiza -
tions at the service.

As Doug Knight began an overview of the Rip
incident the RAAF Roulettes aircraft did a fly-over.
LTCOL L, the Commanding Officer of the 1st Com -
mando Regiment, also addressed the gathering,
paying tribute to the courage and resilience of the 70
men involved, many of whom were rescued kilometres
off-shore in Bass Strait. An extract of his speech is
below;

“What I like to refer to is the legacy of this incident,
not just because it's important to remem ber those who
have fallen and have given their lives, or to re member
the cour age and the sacrifice of those who helped
save numerous other lives on that evening, but to
reflect on what it means to still be serving within this
incredible organi sa tion that is the Aust ralian
Commando’s."

"They required courage and initiative and, more
importantly, the respect of their team mates to earn

the Green Beret. Those who took part in that Exercise
that night and those who fell demonstrated every bit
of those qualities.”

"I give my assurance to the families of those who
have fallen here, Taffy, Eddie and Roger that we will
maintain and uphold those values. More importantly,
to the Australian Commando Association, we live by
those values every day,"

The ACA National President, ACA VIC President,
Officers of 1st Commando Regiment and Mayor Ebbels
placed wreaths, followed by family members and
friends of those who were lost. When the formal cere -
monies were completed those present took the oppor -
tunity to catch up with old friends and acquaintances.
A number of comrades who had lost touch were re -
united, and the families of some no longer living made
contact with their former mates. 

Many took the opportunity to chat over lunch or
drinks at the Queenscliff Bowling Club before leaving
for home. Some extended their stay in the picturesque
township that connects with so much maritime history,
including one of the Army’s greatest peacetime
disasters.

CO 1 Cdo Regt during his speech at the Memorial Service
Sunday, 16 February 2020
Photo Courtesy: Tim Priestley

Rita Drakopoulos, left, at the Service with her cousin Denis Kelly
and Jennifer Cooke, the sister of Roger Wood. 

Photo Courtesy: Tim Priestley

Franchise OPPORTUNITIES
Available Now

A wholly Australian Family Owned Company

Work for YOURSELF,
But not by YOURSELF

Call 0433 183 626
or more information

on how to join our family
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In my last report, I highlighted the arrangements put
in place by DVA for the COVID-19 pandemic.  Things
have settled to a degree at the time of writing this

Report, however, there remains incidents of people
reporting with the illness, with varying levels of restrictions
enforced by the States and Territories. Unfortunately,
being a Victorian, we seem to have borne a good part of
the brunt in the past week, which has limited the easing of
the restrictions.

DVA and Open Arms reported an increase in the use
of psychological services by veterans and their families in
the past three months. This is understandable, particularly
for veterans who are isolated from the community and are
doing it tough on their own. For some veterans, it has
made not much difference, particularly those who are sig -
nificantly incapacitated. Either way, should you feel the
pinch of the ‘Black Dog’ or just want to talk to someone,
Open Arms runs a 24-hour service to help those who are
doing it tough. The 24-hour hotline is: 1800 011 046 

Remembering
Many of you had the unique experience com me mo -

rating our fallen for ANZAC Day in the driveways of your
respective homes, due to the cancellation of all Marches
across Australia.  It will certainly be an ANZAC Day that I
will remember for years to come, in that my neighbours
came out in numbers and joined me in the Ode to the
Fallen, with our candles with a chilly morning in the Surf
Coast Town of Torquay, Victoria.

It was humbling to see the many people across
Australia doing the same thing (albeit in different time
zones). Some veterans even went to the trouble of
organising a ‘Virtual Pub’, where mates would dial-in via
Zoom and talk about their exploits in their respective
Service, whilst remembering those who are no longer with
us.

We have just seen the Anniversary of the death of a
Commando Warrior, CPL Cameron Baird VC, MG, KIA 22
June 2013, the 100th Australian VC recipient.  He, along
with his brothers PTE Benjamin Chuck, PTE Timothy Aplin,
and PTE Scott Palmer KIA 21 June 2010; were very
recently remembered by their mates and the Veteran
Community.

They will not be forgotten.

UPDATES
Well-being.

Open Arms is open for business. The COVID-19
pandemic continues to have a significant impact on all of
our lives, and is leaving some people with feelings of
anxiety, worry, stress or fear. To support you during this
time, Open Arms – Veterans & Families Counselling is
remaining open for business. For more information go to:
• https://www.dva.gov.au/newsroom/latest-news-

veterans/open-arms-open-business 
• https://www.openarms.gov.au

Live Better with Diabetes
Every day someone in the DVA community is diag -

nosed with diabetes and many others within our com -
munity remain undiagnosed. IF you are ever in doubt
please see your local GP.  For more information go to: 
• https://www.dva.gov.au/newsroom/latest-news-

veterans/live-better-diabetes 

Safe Zone 24/7 Support for the Veteran Community
It takes courage to reach out for support, and

sometimes it is easier to do this anonymously. For this
reason, there is a new telephone support line available to
any member of our veteran community. Toll free 1800 142
072. For more information go to: 
• https://www.dva.gov.au/newsroom/latest-news-

veterans/safe-zone-24/7-support-veteran-community 

Heart Health Program for Veterans
Maintaining your physical health can have many bene -

fits to your overall health and wellbeing, and is very
important now. For more information go to:
• https://www.dva.gov.au/newsroom/latest-news-

veterans/heart-health-program-veterans 

BE SAFE ONLINE
SCAM ALERT: DVA has been alerted to a malicious email
which claims to be from myGov. The email prompts users
to log in to an online portal and provide scanned copies
of their passport and driver’s licence in addition to a
picture of themselves holding the document. For more
information go to:
• https://www.dva.gov.au/newsroom/latest-news-

veterans/be-safe-online 

PAYMENTS.
Support Households

The second Australian Government stimulus payment
of $750 to around five million social security, veteran and
other income support recipients and eligible concession
card holders will be paid automatically in July.

For more information go to:
• https://www.dva.gov.au/newsroom/latest-news-

veterans/payments-support-households 

Coronavirus Supplement
The Coronavirus Supplement provides an additional

$550 per fortnight to those receiving certain payments
such as JobSeeker Payment and Youth Allowance. The
Coronavirus Supplement is a temporary payment which
commences on 27 April 2020. For more information go to:
• https://www.dva.gov.au/newsroom/latest-news-

veterans/coronavirus-supplement

JobSeeker Payments
The JobSeeker payment is available for those seeking

employment and who are aged from 22 to pension age
including veterans and their families. (Youth Allowance is

ACA VETERANS ADVOCACY UPDATE
Mr Paul Copeland, OAM. JP. - ACA Veteran Entitlements Advisor

aca_entitlements@commando.org.au
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available to those aged under 22). It’s also for people who
are sick or injured and can’t do their usual work or study
for a short time. For more information go to:
• https://www.dva.gov.au/newsroom/latest-news-

veterans/jobseeker-payments 

Hardship Provisions for Energy, Water and Rates
Essential services assistance for households and small

businesses facing hardships will be extended from the
energy and telecommunications sector to other services
like water resources and local government. For more
information go to:
• https://www.dva.gov.au/newsroom/latest-news-

veterans/hardship-provisions-energy-water-and-rates

Emergency Relief Services
The Australian Government is providing $100 million

to bolster the capability of charities and community
organi sa tions that provide emergency and food relief to
those in need. For more information go to:
• https://www.dva.gov.au/newsroom/latest-news-

veterans/emergency-relief-services

OTHER NEWS
Don’t fall for False Ads

Veterans and their families need to be wary as there
are misleading advertisements by third-party referral
organi sations purporting to offer health and wellbeing
services that will be funded through DVA Veterans Cards.
For more information go to:
• https://www.dva.gov.au/newsroom/latest-news-

veterans/dont-fall-false-health-ads

New Veteran Cards are on the way
Veterans will be receiving new Veteran Cards in the

post from June as the old DVA health cards expire. For
more information go to:
• https://www.dva.gov.au/newsroom/latest-news-

veterans/new-veteran-cards-are-their-way 

Veterans’ Employment Success Celebrated.
An Australian veteran-owned and operated consulting

company has been honoured as Outstanding Veterans’
Employer of the Year in the 2020 Prime Minister’s Vet -
erans’ Employment Awards. For more information go to:
• https://www.dva.gov.au/newsroom/latest-news-

veterans/veterans-employment-success-celebrated 
• https://www.veteransemployment.gov.au/winners-

finalists

First Psychiatric Assistance Dogs
Meet their New Owners

Zuma and Leon are the first two psychiatric assistance
dogs to be partnered with their veteran owners as part of
DVA’s Psychiatric Assistance Dog program. For more
information go to:
• https://www.dva.gov.au/newsroom/latest-news-

veterans/first-psychiatric-assistance-dogs-meet-their-
new-owners 

Support for Transition To Civilian Life Goes Online
The Department of Defence is changing the way it

supports members and their families to transition to
civilian life in line with Government guidance on COVID-
19. For more information go to:

https://www.dva.gov.au/newsroom/latest-news-
veterans/support-transition-civilian-life-goes-online 

Supermarket Priority Assistance Programs Now Open
to Gold Card Holders

Department of Veterans' Affairs (DVA) Gold Card
holders are now able to access a range of priority assist -
ance from Australian supermarkets, when purchasing
online or shopping in-store. For more information go to:
• https://www.dva.gov.au/newsroom/latest-news-

veterans/supermarket-priority-assistance-programs-
now-open-gold-card-holders 

• https://www.woolworths.com.au/shop/discover/priority
assistance

• https://shop.coles.com.au/a/national/content/priority-
service-information

• https://foodworks.com.au/homedelivery
• https://igashop.com.au/

COVID-19 – Veteran Mental Health Service
Arrangements

Mental health services delivered by psychiatrists,
psychologists, general practitioners, occupational thera -

Adam & Emily Frizell, Outstanding Veterans’ Employer of the Year
in the 2020 Prime Minister’s Veterans’ Employment Awards.

Image: Courtesy of DVA

Andrew with his new Psychiatric Assistance Dog Leon
Image: Courtesy of DVA
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pists and social workers will be provided as part of DVA’s
new telehealth arrangements, where clinically appro -
priate. These services can still be covered by non-liability
health care arrangements where applicable. For more
information go to:
• https://www.dva.gov.au/newsroom/latest-news-

veterans/covid-19-veteran-mental-health-service-
arrangements

COVID-19 – Actions Government has taken to
Support Healthcare

The Australian and State and Territory governments
have announced a number of significant measures to
bolster the health care system and ensure access to health
care for all Australians during the pandemic. For more
information go to:
• https://www.dva.gov.au/newsroom/latest-news-

veterans/covid-19-actions-government-has-taken-
support-healthcare 

Veteran Advocacy
Veterans who are considering lodging a claim for

compensation as a result of their service-related
conditions are encouraged to contact a competent
Compensation Advocate to assist you through the
process of Initial Primary Claim Lodgement, Review
and/or Appeals. Veterans and their families who are
seeking assistance with Well-being services that are
provided by the Department of Veterans’ Affairs, State
Governments and Local Governments are also en -
couraged to contact a competent Well-being Advocate or

contact your State Association Secretary for further
informa tion on the state DVA advocate.

For both Compensation and Well-being matters, the
Advocacy Training and Development Program (ATDP)
provides information and access to competent
Advocates, via the ATDP Website.
• https://web.atdp.org.au/

The matter of Special Forces Disability Allowance
(SFDA) continues to confuse a number of Commando
Veterans. There has been inconsistency with a range of
decisions that have either allowed the continued payment
of the SFDA within the Incapacity Payments of the Military
Rehabilitation & Compensation Act 2004 (MRCA), and in
some cases the Safety Rehabilitation and Compensation
(Defence Related Claims) Act 1988 (DRCA). If there are
concerns toward the SFDA component of any Incapacity
Payments received under MRCA or DRCA, please do not
hesitate in contacting me to seek assistance. Email:
aca_vetentitlements@commando.org.au 

Medallic Recognition.
I continue to receive queries relating to the Australian

Service Medal 75- Clasp CT/SR (ASM CT/SR), particularly
by former ARA Members of 1 Commando Regiment.  As
many readers will know, the ASM CT/SR was struck to
recognise ADF members who served in a Tactical Assault
Group (TAG), for up to 60 consecutive days, whilst being
on-call. The Medal is also awarded to Support Staff such
as Signallers and Intelligence Operators who served in a
given SOCCE. Members of 1 Cdo Regt (RHQ and 126 Sig
Sqn) have been recognised in a Review conducted by
SOCOMAUST (COL Donaghue), of which they provided
the Regimental SOCCE (RSOCCE) Staffing and other
Signals and Intelligence support for Domestic CT and
Special Recovery Operations (SRO) Duties during, for
what was for most, the entirety of their posting to the
Regt.  The Report is known as the “Donaghue Report”,
dated 27 Aug 2014.  Many former members of 1 Cdo
Regt may not be aware that they are eligible for the
Medal. It is encouraged that 1 Cdo Regt members who
were on-call for CT/SRO Duties apply to the Defence
Directorate of Honours & Awards (DH&A).  The DH&A
Website link is:
• https://www.defence.gov.au/Medals/Content/Apply

OnlineInstructions.asp 

Should there be a problem with the ASM CT/SR
Application, please do not hesitate in contacting me.
However, be sure to mention the Donaghue Report in
your initial application to point the Staff toward the
acceptance of the recognition. Also provide as much
information as possible such as SVA for CT Clothing
Allowance; and any other evidence that will support your
application.
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AUSTRALIAN DEFENCE COVENANT - 2019

As you're probably aware the Australian
Government passed legislation last year to
introduce a Veteran's card, which is available

to most people who have been members of the ADF.
It will replace the previous white & gold cards which
provided medical & service needs. In addition, it's also
available to members who don't have any medical or
service needs, & provides concessions & discounts to
over 400 businesses & services. 

The Veterans' card's medical benefits include PTS,
hearing loss & skin complaints, such as skin cancers,
even if they occur after leaving the ADF. It also
includes some hearing aids & pharmaceuticals. You
may also be entitled for a part pension. Most ADF
members suffer from hearing loss, due to weapon
firing.  

I strongly recommend that all people who have
been members of the ADF, including cadets, apply for
a Veterans' card, even if they think that they don't
qualify. The sooner the better, before the 600,000 +
start applying. Let me know if you manage to get a

card or not. Some members of the Commando
Association & I have already received our Veterans'
card. I also receive a part pension. For more
information on the covenant refer to COMMANDO
NEWS Edition 017, December 2019, Pages 76-77 or
go to: https://recognition.dva.gov.au

Perhaps through this pandemic period you may
feel lonely, isolated, depressed, suicidal or suffer from
PTS, or just need someone to talk to. Feel free to
contact me at any time, if I can be of any further
assistance to either you, or any other members,
particularly those who are not well or in hospital.

Although I'm not a qualified counsellor, I have a
good listening ear & qualified as a:

• DVA Welfare Officer.
• DVA Suicide Intervention Officer.
• Pastoral Care Officer.
I have been around for a long time & have

experienced many of life's challenges. I was a member
of 1 Cdo Coy for 30 years & 2 Div Int Coy for 4 years.

Email dunbar33@bigpond.com

The Office of the Minister for Veterans’ Affairs
and Minister for Defence Personnel has given
Australian Catholic University (ACU) a grant of

more than $240,000 from the 2019-20 Supporting
Younger Veterans (SYV) grants program. 

The grant – awarded to Pro Vice-Chancellor
Engagement Professor Sandra Jones and Mr Matthew
Wyatt-Smith (CEO, Australian Student Veterans
Association) – is to assist ACU to create a tertiary credit
mapping framework to enable Australian Defence
Force (ADF) veterans to have their service record
assessed for Credit for Prior Learning when entering
and undertaking university-level studies. The program
aims to foster the ability of ex-service organisations
and non-ex-service organisations to support the needs
of younger veterans as they transition out of the
defence forces.

The grant will support ACU’s innovative Veterans
Entry Program (VEP), a pathway program the university
launched in 2019. With this program, ACU was the first
Australian university to offer consistent entry
requirements for veterans, regardless of state of
residence and study. VEP allows for adjustment factors
following two years of military service. Veterans are

eligible to receive a selection rank in Queensland,
NSW and ACT, using a table of equivalence for service
undertaken in the different Forces.

Mr Wyatt-Smith said, “the VEP significantly reduces
the ‘barriers of entry’ for prospective student veterans
who are seeking to undertake tertiary education post
their military career. This program benefits both the
veteran, regardless of rank, and society at large, as
these exceptionally capable individuals will be
empowered through higher learning to contribute to
society through employment where tertiary education
is a prerequisite.”

VEP is part of ACU’s wider Student Veterans
Support Program (SVSP), established in 2018 to
support student military veterans as they make the
transition from military to university life. It aims to
provide ongoing support to veterans, from applying
and enrolling, to timetabling and orientation, as well
as academic, counselling and financial support.

For more Information copy and paste the link
below into your web browser;
• https://www.acu.edu.au/study-at-acu/admission-

p a t h w a y s / i - h a v e - c o m p l e t e d - m i l i t a r y -
service/student-veteran-support

FROM ACA NSW DVA WELFARE OFFICER 
Mr Brian Dunbar

GRANT TO SUPPORT TRANSITION
FROM MILITARY TO UNIVERSITY

From www.acu.edu.au

COMMANDO FOR LIFE
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22 September 1966
SGT Daniel Lorkin

2 Commando Company
Killed in Training 

Melbourne, Victoria   

COMMANDOS FOR LIFE ~ JULY to SEPTEMBER

01 July 2014
LCPL Todd Chidgey 

Alpha Commando Company
2nd Commando Regiment

Died of Wounds 
Kabul Province, Afghanistan

04 July 2011
SGT Todd Langley

Charlie Commando Company
2nd Commando Regiment

Killed in Action 
Helmand Province, Afghanistan 

15 July 2017
SGT Ian Turner

Bravo Commando Company
2nd Commando Regiment

Died in Service 
Sydney, New South Wales

30 August 2012
LCPL Mervyn McDonald & PTE Nathan Gallagher

Alpha Commando Company, 2nd Commando Regiment 
Killed in Action, Helmand Province, Afghanistan

16 July 2014
SGT Gary Francis

Operational Support Company
2nd Commando Regiment

Killed in Training 
Mount Cook, New Zealand   

27 August 2017
WO2 Mick Craig, CSM

2nd Commando Regiment
Attached to 1st Commando Regt.

Died in Service
Swansea, New South Wales

25 September 1983
PTE Sean Ryan 

1 Company
1st Commando Regiment

Died in Training
Holsworthy, New South Wales
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Barry was a member of 1 Commando Com -
pany, RNSWR at Georges Heights. On my
brief visitations during his illness it was difficult

for Barry to convey actual dates of his service, however
I understand that Barry joined the Unit on 03 August
1963 and duly attained his Sherwood Green Command
Beret on 23 August 1964 and left the unit on 09
December 1964. I did not know Barry during my
service with 1 Commando Company.  

Barry was an ex-neighbour whom I first met whilst
residing for some years at Forster in NSW. In mid 2019

Barry was diagnosed with an insidious disease,
asbestos/mesothelioma. Unfortunately Barry did not
respond to the medical treatment available. In October
2019 his only brother Lance & partner Val relocated
Barry to their home at Nelson Bay. They adopted the
role of being his fulltime carers until his passing. RIP.

The family had held a private cremation. 
I thank you for the many emails you forward to

Association members advising of the passing of Ex-
Members of 1 Commando Company, most worthy &
appreciated.

COMMANDO VALE
VALE – PTE BARRY HORA

1 Commando Company 
03 June 1943 – 31 December 2019

By Mr Barry Grant, OAM. Immediate Past President ACA NSW & Mr William Mulvany ACA NSW

VALE – BRIG PAUL BLOOD, AM
1 Company & 1st Commando Regiment 

17 December 1965 – 17 January 2020

Forword By Mr Barry Grant, OAM. - Immediate Past President ACA NSW

COMMANDO FOR LIFE

It is my melancholy duty to inform you that our
colleague, Brigadier Paul Blood AM, former Com -
manding Officer of 2nd/17th Battalion (1 Jan 03–31

Dec 04) and Commander 5th Brigade (1 Jan 11–31 Dec
13), died peacefully in hospital early this morning, after
a long illness which he battled with courage and spirit.

Upon commissioning, Paul Thomas Blood was
posted to 17 RNSWR (Mar 86–Sep 87), and sub se -
quently to 1/19 RNSWR (Sep 87–Sep 92). He was
posted to 1 Commando Company in May 1990 and
between postings to 1 Commando Regiment, he
returned to 2/17 RNSWR as a sub-unit commander (Jan
96–Dec 97) and Battalion 2IC (Jan 00–Dec 01). Fol -
lowing staff postings, he assumed command of 2/17
RNSWR on 1 Jan 03. 1/19 RNSWR and 4/3 RNSWR
were under his command as units of 5th Brigade when
he commanded that Brigade between 1 Jan 11 and 31
Dec 13.

Brigadier Blood’s operational service includes OP
ACOLYTE (2006), OP CATALYST (2007), OP DELUGE
(2007) and OP NSWBUSHFIRE ASSIST (2013). Perhaps
his most outstanding achievement was that, under his
command, 5th Brigade was the mounting headquarters
for the last Timor Leste Task Group, which saw the
Army Reserve’s role in force preparation for operations
reach its zenith. 

He has been awarded the Australian Service Medal
(Bougainville), the Australian Active Service Medal (Iraq
2003), and the Defence Long Service Medal (with two
clasps). He was appointed a Member of the Order of
Australia for his service as Commander 5th Brigade.

His service has been in the best traditions of the
Royal New South Wales Regiment and has brought
lustre to the Regiment.

Fortunately, I was able to see Paul recently, and
made a presentation to him in Tracey’s presence,
acknow ledging his service to the Regiment. Though
not very alert, he responded occasionally.

MAJGEN P. Brereton
Colonel Commandant

of the Royal New South Wales Regiment

BRIG Paul Blood, AM. Then LTCOL & CO 2/17 RNSWR 
on Exercise 2003/2004.

COMMANDO FOR LIFE
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It is with regret that I inform members of the
passing of PTE Garry Chippindall, who served at 2
Commando Company, 25th May 1967-30th Sep -

tem  ber 1969.

Garry joined 2 Commando Company in May 1967
and was eager to be involved in all activities. On
completion of his recruit course he completed and
qualified as a Small Craft Operator and soon after did
the 35/67 Basic Para Course. I spoke briefly with Garry’s
wife Gayle who said, “Garry’s memories are a bit
sketchy, but some of the things he can remember were
that he did the Small Craft Course with Sgt Knott and
Keith Veale as an instructor; the Para course, the Diving
course with Sgt. Keith Gavan as his instructor. Lenny
Smith is another name he remembers, as well as Lt. Ian
Storey, a policeman, he thought”. 

In March 2019 Barry Jones, ASASA advised that
Garry, also ex-1 & 2 Sqn (SVN 70/71), had been diag -
nosed with advanced stomach cancer. Barry reported
that ‘Chippy’ was undergoing chemotherapy. “Even
after losing 10kg he is fighting hard like the tough little
bloke we have always known him to be.” Ian (Snow)

Lawrence, also ex-1 & 2 Sqn, had been visiting Garry
from Qld, and together they caught up at Chippy’s
home town of Warragul to talk about old times.
Despite his condition Garry managed to attend the
ANZAC parade in Warragul together with a few of his
mates.

For those not aware, Chippy was a highly accom -
plished racing car driver in various categories post-
army. This included a short stint in the USA. Garry
managed 6 podium finishes from 39 starts. It was an
interesting race at the 2003 Sprint car action where
veteran Garry started the race from pole position. It
was reported that Chippindall went on to lead the race
from flag to flag in the Hussey Performance main -
taining his lead despite several challenges from
Nicholls and numerous yellow flag periods. Chippindall
crossed the line well clear in first position, but the
drama all happened after the chequered flag. The
driver known as “Chippy” immediately put his car over
the scales to check he complied with the minimum
1450-pound weight limit for the 360 class. Sadly, the
black #43 was found to be underweight and a second
check confirmed the car to be some 20 pounds under
the minimum. Chippindall was excluded from the
results and Nicholls was elevated to 1st place. Nicholls
had mixed feelings about his debut Sprintcar win.
“Well, it’s not the way I’d like to have gotten it, but a
win is a win. We’ll take it. That’s racing”.

The day prior to the ‘catch’ up with Chippy, Barry
Jones asked Chippy if there was anything that could be
done for him. He answered, “Just stay in touch mate”.           

ACA member Tony Jones reported that he did not
actually know Garry but knew his brother Robert very
well as they were both in the Healesville Rotary Club.
Robert, also better known as 'Chippy' has been a
staunch Rotarian for many years.  Our paths must have
crossed briefly but we did not actually meet up. 

The Australian Commando family sends its deepest
condolences to Garry’s wife Gayle and family.

Rest In Peace

VALE – 3179807 PTE GARRY ‘CHIPPY’ CHIPPINDALL
2 Commando Company

29 April 1949 – 25 March 2020

By Mr Dick Pelling, ACA VIC

VALE – 36179 MAJOR NORMAN ‘NORM’ JOHN BAIN
2 Commando Company

24 April 1940 – 09 April 2020

By Mr Dick Pelling - ACA VIC

Recent meet up at Warragul. L-R: Barry Jones, Chippy
and Ian Lawrence. “Nothing much has changed, eh!”  

Photos courtesy Barry Jones.

COMMANDO FOR LIFE

Dear Members, it is with sad regret that I
report the passing of the former CSM of 2
Commando Company from 13th July 1969 to

19th July 1972, 36179 Major Norm Bain. Norm was
approaching his 80th birthday when he died. Norm

served for 53 years in three parts of the service (ARA,
ARes and Cadets), enlisting in 1957. He served in
Thailand and Malaya, and later served with SASR in
PNG and Vietnam.

Life for Norm began on April 24th 1940 at Ballarat.



COMMANDO ~ The Magazine of the Australian Commando Association ~ Edition 3 I 2020 29

He started school at St Dunstan’s,
Ballarat, and after leaving school at 15
years of age he joined the local Naval
Cadets. Impressed with the regi men ta -
tion and mentored by the OC at the
time, he applied to join the Army at
only 16 years of age, and lied about
being old enough, however, he was
accepted on his 17th birth day. Norm’s
father also named Norman was born
on the Isle of Skye, Scotland, and then,
like Norm Jnr, not much older had
joined up for WW1 for the Royal High -
landers Black Watch during 1917-18.
After WW1 Norman Snr went on to
enlist for WW2 in July 1940 as a Lance
Sergeant.

Norm Jnr completed his Infantry Corps training at 4
RAR before being posted to 1 RAR, serving with them
for four-and-half-years in Malaya, and at the same time
volunteering for and completing the Cadre Course for
1 SAS Coy, that became the SAS Regiment in 1964.
Norm completed his first tour of Vietnam with the 3
Sqn SASR from 15th June 1966 to 19th March 1967
before returning to Australia as a Recruit Instructor,
which included “Square Bashing Nashos” for two years
at 2 RTB, Puckapunyal, after which he was posted to
Williamstown as the CSM of 2 Cdo Coy. Following his
service with 2 Commando Company he became an
Adviser in Vietnam on the Australian Army Training
Team (AATTV) as a Team Commander from 19th July
1972 to 18th December 1972 with MATT 2 Van Kiep,
Phuoc Tuy Province. Norm was one of the last
Australian soldiers out of the Vietnam fields with the
change of the Australian Government in 1972.

After Norm left Scotch College, Norm and Moira
moved to a spacious property with 5 acres in Ballarat,
Eureka Street. Not letting the grass grow under their
feet they immersed themselves into the environment
with Moira and Norm planting native plants and 150
native trees. Added to this change in lifestyle they
home hosted students from the local school, allowing
a number of students to live in one end of the house
while they were comfortable in the other end. This
lasted for some years, some students completed their
secondary schooling and graduated to university, con -
tinuing their friendships into adulthood, demon stra ting
the respect and admiration they had for Norm and
Moira.    

Norm was known by a number of his military
cohorts as ‘Grey Domino’ which was his ‘call ‘sign’ as
sigs man for Major General Philip Michael Jeffery, AC.
CVO. MC. Moira recalls an annual Pipes and Drums
event held at Scotch where the Maj Gen was the
honoured guest. Norm was last man in for the high tea
gathering after clearing up the parade area with the
students. He was dressed only in greens and boots, the
Maj Gen was engrossed in a group conversation as
Norm entered, the Maj went straight to him and gave

him a bear hug, which caused those
present to ask who he was. It was
something special, they were good
friends. 

Scotch College Melbourne paid
tribute to Norm saying that he arrived
there in 1985 as a Property Officer with
the school Cadet Unit and that he was
an inspirational man whose omni -
presence, discipline, and storytelling
were legendary. He made a significant
contribution to the Scotch College
Cadet Unit, in cluding proposing and
being inaugural director of the Cadet
Tattoo from 1989.

Norm shared wartime exper iences
with year 9 historians. Norm was

admired and revered by Scotch College staff and
students alike, and his retirement in 2009 was filled
with emotion.

The College extended their sympathies to Norm’s
wife Moira and sons Jason and Gavin. The Pipes and
Drums at Scotch are now known as Norm’s Band. The
service was, according to Moira, lovely, with some
special stories being read out.

Christopher…
A Jenni son’s poem (1940-2007) a former SAS

member’s poem ‘Ode for a wandering Warrior’, was
read out. It was an emotional moment, causing a few
tears. Chris was a close mate of Norm’s.

MAJ Norm Bains, then SGT with SASR.
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This writer remembers Norm as his recruit course
instructor on Swan Island in 1970. I was impressed by
him from day one, and he never ceased to continually
surprise and amaze me and others on my course, with
his knowledge and wonderful presentations of the lec -
tures he gave us. His overall teaching and instruction
methods I would have to say were the best I have
experienced. Norm will be remembered fondly by
many.

Memories from Noel ‘Dibs’ McParland…
“I first met Norm in December 1969 when I arrived

at 2 Commando Company for a briefing prior to my
posting to the Royal Marines in England. Norm then
invited me to dinner at his married quarters ( f la t )  in
South Melbourne where I  met  h is  wi fe  Moira, not
know i n g  t h a t  1 2  months later, we would become
family friends. On my return from England at the end of
1970 I was posted to 2 Com mando Company. For the
next 18 months I served with Norm at 2 Commando
Com pany until he was posted to Vietnam with the
Aust ralian Army Training Team in July 1972. I used to
love assisting Norm with the Commando Recruit
courses at Puckapunyal. Those ex-members who were
on one of Norm’s Recruit Courses would surely
remember ‘Tit Hill’. Late for breakfast - everyone runs
up Tit Hill. Dirty rifle - run up Tit Hill, late for parades -
run up Tit Hill. If you were too happy - run up Tit Hill.

While I served with Norm, he always gave 100
percent on any task he was allocated, and he also
gained the respect of his peers and fellow soldiers who
served with him during this time”. Diane McParland
said, “Dibs and I met and married in Cornwall UK while
Dibs was posted with the Royal Marines. Arriving in
Australia I was homesick. Meeting Norm and Moira
helped me so much in those early days.”

Bob ‘Randy’ Randle recalled…
“Norm was the Senior Instructor at Pucka 2

Commando Company recruit course. He was great
with Commandos. I do know that 2 Recruit Training
Battalion were training National Serviceman for
Vietnam at the time. I remember that Norm was a
practical joker, particularly on me.  He got me up on a

table and got me to demonstrate the green-eared
elephant. My pockets where pulled inside out and I
had to undo my green pants buttons displaying my
private parts! The recruits had a big laugh at my
expense. I was the green-eared elephant and there are
many other stories. Recruits numbered approximately
40 but only 17 passed. It was based on SAS style. I
thought I was fit after the 6, 9 and 20 milers with gear
and SLR mags full, I was fit at the finish.” “WO 2 Norm
Bain is one of the Greats. God Bless.” Randy.

From Ian ‘Wishy’ Wischusen…
“Norm served in SASR at the same time as me but

I did not see him too often as he was away training to
go to Vietnam with John Murphy's Squadron (3 Sqn)
and as the first Squadron to go with the Task Force they
were really busy in their preparation. He was a Corporal
but had prior service with 1RAR as a Private in Malaya,
I believe. He was a good soldier and man and I am
saddened to hear of his death.” “Sincere condolences
to his family.”

ACA Victoria president Doug Knight and members
of the Australian Commando Association extend their
sincere condolences to Norm’s wife Moira, sons Jason
and Gavin and their families.

Rest in Peace.

Article courtesy of Australian Army Newspaper featuring
Norm’s 50years of service.

VALE – 3165746 PTE JOSEPH HANECHEON LAMB
2 Commando Company

1936 – 01 May 2020

By Mr Dick Pelling - ACA VIC

COMMANDO FOR LIFE

Joseph was born a British subject in Hong Kong
and brought up in the Anglican faith. The son
of a doctor who practised in Hong Kong and

did missionary work in China to treat leprosy. Joe lived
through WW2 and Hong Kong’s defence and fall in
1941, its occupation at the hands of the Japanese and
liberation in 1945. He recalled Spitfires fighting in the

sky and the bravery of a close family friend, who was
badly wounded but swam the harbour to make it back
to Joe’s father to be treated. As a child during the
occupation of Hong Kong Joe smuggled medication
hidden in his clothing to the British being held in the
camps.

During the war Joe saw soldiers of the Com mon -
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wealth fighting along side each other to
loyally serve King George VI. Hong
Kong Chinese, British and Canadians
defended Hong Kong, and Australians
defended Singapore, where his grand -
father was also a doctor. It is under -
standable that he felt a duty to serve.
He joined the cadets while at boarding
school at Haileybury College in
Melbourne, and went on to enlist in 2
Commando Company in June 1959. 

Among his training Joe com pleted
Assault Pioneer, demolition, cliff assault,
unarmed combat, signals, NCO promo -
tion and para chute ground training, as
well as the Small Craft Handling course
at the 1960 annual camp where he
played a significant part in the ill-fated ‘Rip’ exercise.

In the Rip, Maurice Priestly in a Zodiac 10Z took on
board Joe and others when their Kayaks foundered,
but the current and seas were too strong for their craft
and it was washed outwards through the Rip entrance.
Out in Bass Strait the Singkiang had to leave them
because they were close to the reefs across the Heads.
Joe and the men sighted another ocean liner with
searchlights but were not seen. Despite fingers numb
from the extreme cold, Joe had the presence of mind
to load a point-303 rifle and fire some blanks in the
traditional pattern of the SOS signal, which alerted the
ship - the Toscana. It was a great feeling to see the

searchlights hit them, and they were
taken aboard, but lost Roger Wood. Joe
was discharged from 2 Cdo Coy in
November, 1960 after a press release
following the Rip tragedy revealed that
a Chinese man was serving in the
Commando Unit. Joe believed this led
to his being dis charged with the excuse
that "Service no longer required”.

Joe’s love of 'bush adventure' and
canoeing led him to become a
successful outdoor education and art
teacher, and one of the first sea kayak
instructors in Australia. Successfully
coaching students in the Red Cross
Murray River Marathon, in 1982 he
sponsored a sea kayak circumnavigation

of Australia. In a full and worthy life he was an
executive member of the Chinese Association in SA,
and a vice-president of the Australia - China Friendship
Society.

About ten years ago Joe succumbed to 'Gait
Apraxia', a form of Parkinson's disease. In 2013 he
attended the Rip commemorative service and other
Association events in Victoria, and Peter Beasley and
Rob Dunball earlier visited him in Adelaide, to maintain
their bonds of friendship face-to-face. 

The Australian Commando family sends its deepest
condolences to Joe’s family.

Rest in Peace.

VALE – WX12804 CPL JOHN ‘JACK’ TRELEASE HANSON
2nd/2nd Independent Company/Commando Squadron WW2

9 August 1921 – 26 May 2020

By Mr Graham Gough - President ACA Qld

COMMANDO FOR LIFE

The Passing of WX12804 CPL Jack Hanson, the
last Commando Veteran of the 2nd/2nd

Australian Independent Company, Timor
WW2. 

Dear members,
It is with sadness that I must inform you all of the

passing of Australia’s last Timor Veteran aged 98, CPL
Jack Hanson of the 2nd Australian Independent
Company, late of Hervey Bay, Queensland.

Wayne Kedron from the 2/2nd Association in Perth
messaged me tonight with the news. He says that
Jack’s extended family will come across from WA for a
memorial once CV-19 restriction have been relaxed.

No further information is available at this time, but I
will keep you all posted as it comes to hand.

Jack said of his experience in Timor, “We went in as
a little Company, and came out as Commandos!”

Jack Hanson embodied the spirit of the Australian
Commando soldier throughout his long life. Jack was
made a Life Member of ACA QLD late last year. 

May he now Rest In Peace, his duty proudly done
for his country.

“At the going
down of the sun, 
And in the
morning,
We will
Remember
them”. 

Lest We Forget 
Commando
4 Life

Graham Gough
President
ACA QLD

CPL Jack Hanson receiving his ACA Qld
Life Membership Certificate

at home in Harvey Bay, Qld, 2019. 
COMMANDO FOR LIFE

PTE Joseph Lamb 
2 Commando Company 1960
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Jack Hanson
Wartime Commando
Born: Subiaco, Western Australia in 1921
Died: Hervey Bay, Queensland, aged 98

While Australians were smarting under
the threat of invasion, a brave bunch of
Commandos pulled every trick to thwart
the Japanese military advance southwards
from Asia. One was Jack Hanson, whose
20th birthday in 1941 had been spent
training in Victoria for guerrilla warfare on
Timor. All were volunteers chosen for
mental and physical toughness. Early in
the piece there was much official
discussion of their status; whether the
group conformed to military standards
with proper lines of command. Was the
notion of an “Independent Company”
acceptable, politicians and the Army’s top
brass wondered?

Pearl Harbor, in December 1941,
changed all that. There was no time to
lose, Canberra realised, and more Inde -
pendent Companies were soon raised.
British advisers approved setting up teams to enact
“raids, demolitions, sabotage, subversion and organising
civil resistance”. For this noble cause of national defence,
a great proportion of Jack’s unit were from Western
Australia, particularly rural areas where bush knowledge
and living off the land were more common. 

It is recognised today that these men showed great
courage in sabotaging enemy operations and attacking
patrols. Their successes are justly honoured, but Jack and
his mates also praised the essential efforts of the Timorese
people. The island’s western half was living under the
colonial rule of the Dutch East Indies; in the east, Portugal
was the ruling power. Whichever colonial masters the
locals had; they were united in helping Australians. Boys
as young as 10 brought food. Older men and women
acted as guides and carriers of supplies and equipment.

In formal military terms, these Aussie soldiers were 2/2
Company, known as Double Reds because of the
distinctive two-diamond badge on their sleeves. They
were also part of Sparrow Force, formed to defend Timor.
This campaign so near the Australian coast, lasting
virtually the whole of 1942, was a one-off, as the official
history of World War II makes clear. David Dexter, a
Platoon Commander with 2/2, was to write that this band
of men was “like no other in Australian military history”. 

The 2/2’s year-long campaign was fought by a
“tattered cavalry of Australians and Timorese” in the
island’s “real wild hills”.

Cpl Hanson had quite a story to tell but for decades his
family’s attempts to prise it out of him were met by a
regretful: “We were sworn to secrecy.” His nephew,
Martin, persisted. Thus, in 2014 — the year the old warrior
turned 93 — came The White Ghost. The book, whose

title alludes to their knack of moving in the jungle without
being sighted, is designated “as told to Toni McRae and
Martin Morris”, giving due credit to award-winning
journalist McRae who worked alongside the Hanson
family. Her death from cancer only a month after the

launch added to the poignancy of the
occasion. The book covered his boyhood
as well as memories of mateship and
pride in helping his country. One reason
he was selected for the Timor task was his
ability with a rifle, a skill acquired as a
teenager shooting rabbits, the only meat
that many families saw during the
Depression years in which Jack grew up.

John Trelease Hanson was born in
Subiaco on August 9, 1921, oldest of
three children of Dora (nee Hall) and John
William Hanson. Always known as Jack, he
attended Beaconsfield primary school,
after the family moved to near Fremantle.
He left school soon after reaching 13, and
worked for his father’s motor trimming
business. John senior, who had fought
with the 10th Light Horse in World War I,
including at Gallipoli, bought his two

sons’ horses to ride and learn to look after. In May 1941
Jack, then 19, enlisted after putting his age up a year so
as to be eligible.

From Timor he emerged in poor health, having lost
nearly half his weight. After convalescence he returned to
help the war effort and left the army in 1946. In the 1950s
he returned to help train soldiers and got his final
discharge in 1956. He eventually managed a panel
beating business and worked in insurance. He met his
wife, Valerie, in the NSW town of Griffith and married her
in 1963. They spent the rest of their lives in Queensland.
Valerie, to whom The White Ghost is dedicated, died in
2015.

Jack Hanson died on May 26, survived by his sister,
Dorothea Morris, who lives in Busselton. 

During a visit to Timor last year, Martin found a
daughter of the man who had helped keep Jack safe.
“After talking to her through an interpreter, I rang him and
asked if he had anything to say to her . . . my uncle, his

voice quivering with
emotion, told her he
owed her father his life
and was for ever
indebted. It was an
incredibly emotional
time. On returning to
Australia, I played him a
recording of that con -
versation. As tough as
Jack thought he was,
tears welled in his
eyes.”

By Patrick Cornish

INTREPID TIMOR GUERILLA
From The West Australian Newspaper, 06 June 2020

A very young Jack Hanson during
WW2. You can clearly see the

Double Diamonds of the 2nd/2nd

on his upper sleeve,

CPL Jack Hanson 2nd/2nd Ind Coy/Cav
Sqn, with his book, The White Ghost. 
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Allan served in 2 Com -
mando Company from
December 1955 to mid-

1960. His previous WW2 service
was in HMAS Shropshire as an
Able Seaman, during the New
Guinea, Philippines and Borneo
Campaigns, and at the Japanese
surrender in Tokyo Bay. Among
Allan's campaign medals are the
1939-45 Pacific Star and the
Philippines Star. 

Allan was on the unit's fourth
parachute course in 1956, was a
member of the first group to gain
the Green Beret and one of the
first to qualify as an officer in the
unit. In Allan’s parachute course
photo, the Commandos still wore
the Rising Sun badge, and Allan
wore his WW2 ribbons on his
chest, as did a number of the
RAAF and ARA staff of the joint
Air Force-Army Parachute Train -
ing Wing (PTW), as it was then
designated, located at William -
town. 

His contemporaries in the unit included Ted
Malone, Don Bergman, Kevin Collins, Ray Sanders,
Dick Cara, Bob Payne, Peter Robinson, Roman Stuc -
zynski, John O'Rourke, and many other dis tin guished
early serving members of the Company. Allan had an
enduring and strong friendship with Bob and Dick and
moved to Queensland in later years, near them both.
Allan's wife Jackie acted as a hostess for many unit
social occasions, when guests often included PJIs
down from Williamtown to conduct continuation
training.

Dick Cara said Allan had occasion to attend a law
court in Stawell and took the Company’s Royal Marine
instructor “Mac” McDermott with him and they spent
the weekend at the Grampians, where Mac found
some suitable areas to teach the Unit members the
skills of rock climbing. As time progressed more
members became aware of the challenges of rock
climbing. A small group of friends made the “Bellfield
Hotel” their home away from home and at one stage
spent nine weekends in succession climbing around
the Pinnacle and later on Halls Gap. Allan was
appointed to Commissioned Rank in October 1958
and transferred to a senior position within Southern
Command in July 1960. 

Allan was married to Jackie for
45 years until her death in 1992
and to Jean for 20 years until
2019. He had three sons – Ian,
Neil and Danny, seven grand -
children and eight great grand -
children.

In his working life Allan was a
partner in Allan Moore Law
practice, then Allan Moore and
Co, for 48 years, during 18 years
of which his son Danny was a
partner in the practice.

During the time he lived at
Ocean Grove and Allan was an
active surf life saver at the Ocean
Grove Surf Life Saving Club for
many years and served as
President during some of that
time.

One of Allan’s sons, Ian, also
served in 2 Commando Company
from 1969 to 1971 before trans -
ferring to 1 Commando Com pany
in Sydney. Peter Robinson, who
served with Allan in the 1950s and

remained in touch with him and other friends over the
years, wrote “He will be greatly missed”. 

Former 2 Cdo Coy Sergeant Geoff Woodman said,
“I remember Allan well from the time I was a mid-
teenager ‘hanging around’ the Unit at Picnic Point.
Allan was always a very competent gentleman, easy to
talk to in passing and later (helpful with) some minor
legal work.” “It is interesting that quite a number of
very enthusiastic and well-educated chaps joined the
Unit in 1955 as recruits when their education would
have entitled them to chase a commission in the likes
of MUR, rather than as a recruit Commando. They
were great assets to 2 Cdo Coy and dedicated by the
time they were urged to take promotion”, Geoff said.

Allan had reached the age of 94. As the family said,
“A life well lived, that touched many others. He was a
good bloke. He passed peacefully”.

The family said Allan's life will be commemorated
at a future date, in accordance with his wishes.

All members of the Australian Commando Asso -
ciation offer their thoughts and sympathy to Allan’s
sons Ian, Neil and Dan, his grandchildren and great-
grandchildren and all of the family.

Rest in Peace.

VALE – 3165645 ALLAN LESLIE MOORE
RAN (WW2) & 2 Commando Company

19 February 1926 – 08 June 2020

By Mr Dick Pelling - ACA VIC

Allan Moore climbing in the Victorian Grampians
in the 1950s. 

Photo courtesy Peter Robinson and Bob Payne.

COMMANDO FOR LIFE
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Ruben passed away peacefully at his home in
Bairnsdale on June 9th, in the presence of his
family. He had been ill for some time with

Motor Neurone Disease (MND). A private cremation
was held at Bairnsdale, and Ruben’s maritime com -
rades are expected to hold their traditional ‘wake’ at
a later date. 

Ruben enlisted in 2 Commando Company in
August 1960 as a Recruit that meant he had no prior
adult military service. A member of 2 Platoon, he was
upgraded to Private in March 1961 with Jon Ewing,
Norm Tenthy, Ian Corrie and others after they com -
pleted their basic training. He was later promo ted to
Corporal alongside Bob McDowell, Steve Pitt, Ed
Nicholas and other 1960s “notables”. After many
years of loyal service Ruben took his discharge in
January 1966. 

Ruben had strong friendships with his former
serving comrades in 2 Commando. Many had shared
his enjoyment of sailing, that in early years included
crewing the Company whaler, “Strike Swiftly” in races
around Port Phillip and beyond – and winning many
of them. Their skipper was usually the Company
Adjutant, Captain Harry Smith, of later Long Tan fame
in Vietnam.

Ruben was the Master of various oil field vessels,
mainly in Asia or NW Australia. In earlier years he
skippered the supply ship from Lakes Entrance to the
Bass Strait oil rigs. This may be why he and Monica
retired to East Gippsland, where he still enjoyed
sailing his own yacht off Lakes Entrance.

Because of his offshore working life Ruben found
it difficult to attend Association functions in person.
He kept in touch by emails and correspondence with
the Commando magazine, and took the opportunity
to catch up with old mates when he was in their town
or city. Due to spending his life on board ships,
Ruben earlier said, “The old legs have succumbed
and I have just undergone my eighth operation. My
days as a ship’s master are finished due to this
problem, so now I am a grumpy (old man) who is
endeavouring to get by with offshore oilfield
maritime consultancy work, which does provide
some interesting challenges”. 

Recently Nick Howlett wrote, “Ruben had been
enduring MND for quite some time and his last email
to me in May this year was a one-finger effort over an
hour or so. I advised him to invert that finger and
send a message to his demon. Ruben, Bob Mc -
Dowell, Bruce Poulter, Dave Waterson, Keith and
Barry Hughes, et al, were a tight bunch in the early
60s at 2 Cdo Coy at Ripponlea,” Nick said.

Barry Rust wrote, “Sorry to hear the sad news
about Ruben passing on. He was a very good sailor
and one of the Gang sailing the old whaler ‘Strike
Swiftly’ we raced with Captain Harry”.

David Waters ton explained, “The last time I ran
into Ruben was when he was living next to the
Williamstown RSL, so long ago. What a great seaman
and outstanding skipper of our ‘Strike Swiftly’
whaler”. 

Tony Mills said, “I knew Ruben fairly well in the
early 60s. We did a small craft course together at
Flinders Naval Depot along with Ugs Hughes, Norm
Ferguson, Keith Veal, Doug Scott and a couple of
others. He was a good bloke.”

Across the years Ruben caught up with David
Waterston, Keith Veal, Nick Howlett, Harry Smith and
others, not surprisingly through their military and
sailing bonds.

Former Association President, Bruce Parker, said,
“I remember Ruben very well - a good man, a good
operator and a good soldier. Rest in Peace Ruben”.

All members of the Australian Commando Asso -
ciation offer their sincere sympathy to his wife
Monica, children Lucinda and Adrian and grand -
children Maddison, Alex, Lily and Elke.

Rest in Peace.

VALE – 3165850 RUBEN MARTIN NORDBLOM
2 Commando Company 1960 - 1966

By Mr Dick Pelling - ACA VIC

Ruben receiving his Sherwood Green Commando Beret
in March 1961.
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Fo u r t e e n  y e a r s  a g o ,  2 4
members of Delta Commando
Company, 4 RAR Com mando

were involved in one of the heaviest
battles fought by Aust ralians during the
Afghanistan Cam paign called Opera -
tion Nile. 

Operation Nile was a Joint Special
Forces Operation in Uruzgan Province
undertaken on the night of 9/10 July
2006 with the aim of disrupting the
Taliban’s ability to react to the up -
coming Australian Special Forces Task
Group’s (SFTG) Operation Perth1 which
was set for 10-21 July 2006. 

Operation Nile occurred to set the conditions for a
wider Multi-National Coalition effort that was part of the
Combined Joint Task Force – Afghanistan, Operation
Mountain Thrust. This included the clearance of the
Chora Valley, 40 kilometres North East of Tarin Kowt,
(Operation Perth). Specifically, the aim was to Clear and
Capture the senior Taliban leadership group in Central
Uruzgan in order to disrupt the Taliban’s ability to oppose
the Coalition clearance of the Chora Valley from north to
south through to the Baluchi Pass. Operation Nile con -
sisted of the Canadian Special Operations Forces
Command’s2 (CANSOFCOM),  Joint Task Force 23 (JTF2),
Afghan National Security Forces (ANSF), a Platoon from
Delta Commando Company (DCC), 4 RAR Commando (4
RAR Cdo), 2x CH-47s from C Squadron, 5th Aviation
Regiment (5 Avn Regt), 2x Dutch AH-64 Apache Attack
Helicopters, an AC-130H ‘Spectre’ Gunship from 16th

Special Operations Squadron (16 SOS), USAF and an
MQ-1 Predator (Pred), Intelligence, Surveillance &
Reconnaissance (ISR) Remotely Piloted Aircraft (RPA) also
from the USAF all under the command of CO SFTG
Rotation III & CO 4 RAR Cdo, LTCOL Mark Smethurst.
SGT A and a Signaller from Delta Cdo Coy were attached

to the CANSOFCOM unit as the
Australian Special Operations Liaison
Element (SOLE) during the Operation.
The S5 Plans Officer for SFTG, MAJ B a
Commando Major from 4 RAR Cdo was
attached to the AC-130 as the ‘Air
Rider’. This enabled him to have an
overall view of the Operation while
deconflicting targeting and friendly
callsigns on the ground. 

Mission Planning
Operation Nile would be conducted

at night and led by JTF2. They would
undertake an ‘aggressive breach’ using

explosives charges to make entry into the Compound
(also known as a Quala) known as a ‘Hard Knock’ to
disrupt the Taliban Commander Osami Bari (pseudonym)
known as ‘Objective Nile’ (Obj Nile). The ANSF would
provide the outer cordon. The Commando Pl was to be
used as the Quick Reaction Force (QRF) for the Mission
and would be located some 15 minutes SW of the target
building in a staging area. JTF 2 would be inserted into
and extracted out of two Helicopter Landing Zones (HLZ)
by the Australian CH-47 ‘Chinooks’. Due to the Australian
CH-47 crews lack of experience with this type of Opera -
tion, it was agreed by both the JTF2 Ground Commander
& the Aviation Asset Commander that they would
conduct a full mission rehearsal at FOB Graceland near
Kandahar City by day and night. The JTF2 guys were
impressed with the Australian CH-47 crews flying ability
and always felt comfortable seeing the Miniguns sticking
out of the Crew Doors on the giant twin rotored birds4. 

The Mission
JTF2s Mission was to conduct a Direct Action ‘Hard

Knock’ to ‘Clear or Capture’ Taliban Commander Obj
Nile in the vicinity of Dehjawz-e – Hasenzay in the Chora
District of Uruzgan Province, No Later Than 10 July 2006
in order to disrupt the Tarin Kowt/Chora Taliban network.

Preliminary Moves  
The two Australian CH-47s, Callsign Patriot 46 & 47

picked up JTF2 and the ANSF assault force from FOB
Graceland near Kandahar in Southern Afghanistan at
2321hrs4 09 July 2006 and flew them to FOB Davis in
Tarin Kowt escorted by Dutch AH-64 Apaches. Delays in
the ISR platforms coverage of the target area pushed H-
Hour back by 1 hour to 0100hrs, 10 July 2006. This delay
gave enough time for the respective SOLE team’s time to

FIGHTING FOR THEIR LIVES
Delta Commando Company, 4 RAR Commando

Operation Nile - Chora Valley, Afghanistan 09/10 July 2006
Compiled By Nick Hill – ACA QLD. Contributions by Sam Bush - ACA QLD & Craig Hamburger – ACA NSW

1Operation Perth was an Australian military operation in Uruzgan
Province undertaken in July 2006 during the War in Afghanistan. The
nine-day search and destroy operation occurred as part of a wider multi-
national coalition operation to clear the Chora Valley, 40 kilometres (25
mi) north-east of Tarin Kowt, involving more than 500 troops from six
nations, including the Netherlands Korps Commandotroepen.

2Canadian Special Operations Forces Command (CANSOFCOM;
French: Commandement des Forces d'opérations spéciales du Canada;
COMFOSCAN) is a command of the Canadian Armed Forces. It is
responsible for all Special Forces Operations that are capable of
responding to terrorism and threats to Canadians and Canadian interests
around the world.

3Joint Task Force 2 (JTF2) (French: Force opérationnelle interarmées 2,
FOI 2) is a special operations force of the Canadian Armed Forces.
Regarded as the "Jewel in the Crown" of the Canadian Special
Operations Forces Command, JTF2 is currently based at Dwyer Hill, near
Ottawa, Ontario. 

4‘No Ordinary Men’ – Special Operation Forces Missions in Afghanistan
by Colonel Bernd Horn.

4 RAR Commando Unit Symbol
Image Courtesy: Dept of Defence
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exchange between the main assault force and the QRF.
SGT A and his chook, who made up the Australian SOLE
team would have to wait till they were on target to meet
the JTF2 Squadron Commander (Sqn Comd) as he was
chatting to the aviation Commander. The seven vehicle
Commando Platoon QRF of four Special Reconnaissance
Vehicles (SRVs) and three armoured Bushmasters (BMs)
from DCC, 4 RAR Cdo, moved to move to their
prepositioned location approx. 2km South West from the
Target Compound near the village of Dehjawz-e –
Hasenzay in the Chora Valley5.

Insertion
The two CH-47s lifted

off from FOB Davis at
0055hrs 10 July4, en route
the pilots noticed flashing
lights to their 7o’clock as
they flew North from TK.
The flashing lights were not
un common as they were
normally part of the Taliban
early warning system. Once
the Spectre Gunship was in
position the CH-47s made
their run in on target from
the Insertion Point (IP),
‘Spectre’ provided ob jec -
tive sparkle (an IR Flood
Light known as the ‘Hand of
God’) to help guide the
Chinooks onto their HLZs
which were immediately adjacent to the Target Com -
pound. The Dutch Apaches declared the HLZs clear for
landing, however, ‘Spectre’ high above cut in on the radio
chatter all excited “negative the HLZs are hot, you have
guys all over the place”4. ‘Spectre’ specifically identified
6-12 individuals at each landing site, despite the Hot HLZ
the assault force was going in. At 0100hrs with miniguns
blazing, the CH-47s flared to land on the HLZs, one of the
CH-47s observed two Fighting Age Males (FAMs) run
from just outside of the objective and into the target
compound. They were not observed to have weapons
and were most likely ‘spotters’ providing compound
security4. The rotor wash of the Chinooks created so
much dust which prevented the aircrew’s observation
(also known as a ‘brownout’) they could not see any
Taliban activity as they touched down on target. The
Dutch Apaches provided overhead security but did not
engage any Taliban due to their poor visibility. 

The Battle 
At 0101hrs4, 10 July 2006, the two Australian CH-47

Chinooks touched down on their respective HLZs on both
sides of the target compound. Two factors provided the
assault force a fighting chance as they ran off the back of

the Chinooks. One, they landed right next to the target
compound, which minimised the amount of time they
were in the open and the second was the ‘Brownout’ the
Chinooks created was actually fortuitous as the Taliban
were not able to zero in on the Assault Force in the first
few minutes of the insertion. A JTF2 Sniper recalled “the
dust cloud was so bad guys were hanging onto the guy
in front of them just so they wouldn’t get lost.”4 The
Chinooks lifted off without being fired upon and headed
South back to FOB Davis to refuel and wait for the
‘extraction’ call.

Despite being close to the Target, the JTF2 & ANSF
operators had to fight their way to the Target Building.
The JTF2 linguist said “as soon as you got out of the
chopper, you could hear the splatters, the rounds hitting
the ground all around you”. The Ground Commander
recalled “Bullets were popping by as soon as I got off the
helicopter and walked over and introduced myself to the
QRF liaison team members”4. JTF2 declared Troops in
Contact (TIC) immediately, they were now under fire from
insurgents from the wood line and compounds from the
North & Northeast as well as those from the South and
Southwest, to the West the Taliban engaged the ANSF as
they approached the mosque.

What JTF2 & the Commandos from DCC didn’t know
was there was a Shura6 being held by 4-6 Taliban leaders
which included their Personal Security Detachment (PSD)
teams (up to 20 pers per team) 500m away to the South
East of the Target Building with approx. 200 Taliban
bedded down for the night4. The QRF was situated
approx. 15mins away to the South West. A scenario such
as this had been identified as the Most Dangerous
Course of Action during planning. So, while accounted
for to some degree, there was still an element of surprise
in the speed and size of the Taliban response. The
‘Spectre’ Gunship advised that there was 50 enemy
approaching from the North, 50 approaching from the
South and ‘too many to count’ approaching from the
East. They began pounding the Taliban where ever they
seemed amassing, which seemed to be everywhere. They
were completely surrounded. 

The ANSF moved to a block position to the East of
the Compound at the end of an alley, when they were
engaged by 10 to 15 Taliban firing from behind a low
orchard wall. As the ANSF continued along the alley
between compounds an insurgent fired a full burst from
his AK-47, emptying his entire magazine of 7.62mm short
rounds and killing one ANSF soldier and wounding three
others including an American Mentor. The wounded and
KIA were moved to the target compound quickly whilst
the ANSF maintained their blocks at both ends of the
alley. One of the JTF2 teams breached the compound
wall on the South West portion of the compound and
another team found a natural entry on the Eastern sector
of the compound. Before the dust cleared from the
explosive breach the resounding blast  some   how

Overview of the area of
operations for 

OP Nile 09/10 July 2006

4‘No Ordinary Men’ – Special Operation Forces Missions in Afghanistan
by Colonel Bernd Horn.

5‘No Front Lines’ – Australia’s Special Forces At War In Afghanistan, by
Chris Masters.

6Shura (Arabic: shūrā) is an Arabic word for "consultation". The Quran
and the Prophet Muhammad encourage Muslims to decide their affairs
in consultation with those who will be affected by that decision.
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drowned out the
other noises during
the battle. The ope -
ra tors imme diately
entered the com -
pound and en gaged
three Taliban fight -
ers ,  k i l l ing them
imme diate ly,  one
was trying to load an
RPG (Rocket Pro -
pelled Grenade). It
was determined later
that the Talib trying to load the RPG was in fact Obj Nile
as he was positively identified by his distinctive tattoos
and unique ring he was known to wear. During the
clearance four more FAMs were detained and moved to
a central location separate from but close to the women
and children who were collected and moved to an area
protected from continuing Taliban fire. 

By 0118hrs4 the Taliban had amassed a large number
of fighters and were engaging the coalition forces from all
directions. ‘Spectre’ identified groups moving through
orchards from the North, South and East towards the
target compound. Specifically, ‘Spectre’ reported that a
group of at least 50 FAMs were moving from the South
another group of 50 were moving from the North and a
group on enemy “too many to count” were massing from
an attack from the East. The observer also noted that the
Taliban demonstrated fairly sophisticated fire and
movement tactics as they advanced towards the target
compound. At 0127hrs with the situation on target
potentially getting unmanageable – too much for even
for Spectre to subdue, the JTF2 Sqn Comd called the
Commando QRF from their current location. Craig
Hamburger (Burgs) a members of the late SGT Brett
Wood’s Team (Brett was a CPL during this Operation) in
the last vehicle of the Commando QRF packet,
remembers that night vividly “Once on route to the QRF
VDO (Vehicle Drop Off) we were getting chatter over the
radio that the CANSOF Call Sign had come under fire
from the Target compound and instead of stopping, we
rolled straight through our nominated position and
headed towards the Troops in Contact (TIC) location. As
it took us a little while to get there, we were tasked to
secure the HLZ for extraction of the assault force”.

At 0135hrs4 the target compound was finally secure,
when the intensity of the fight became almost
overwhelming.  

The hasty Sensitive Sight Exploitation (SSE) uncovered
a veritable insurgent warehouse, a cache of weapons,
ammunition and military equipment was found in the
largest building in the compound. Also found in the
build ing were prescription medication, pharmaceutical
equipment, needles, bags of human hair, six RPGs,
poppy stalks bulb and possibly raw opium were also
found. Within the compound were also a total of seven
women and 21 children, and four detained FAMs one was

found dressed in women’s clothing (Editor’s Note: This
had occurred on several other operations later on con -
ducted by other SOTG rotations) and another was found
hiding under blankets behind women and children.

At approx. 0149hrs4 the QRF which was by now 1km
from the Objective came under heavy fire. Heavy fighting
with the Taliban insurgents resulted, and during the in -
tense combat the Commando Platoon fought their way
through the valley, clearing it in a series of synchronised
and closely coordinated operations. The Taliban un -
leashed a volley of RPGs and hosed the convoy of SRVs
& BMs with PKM machine gun fire. SGT R in the lead SRV
navigating with a map and a small GPS remembered
seeing the night light up and all he could hear was the
gunfire ahead of them. Calculating their likely ambush
sites whilst advancing, SGT R was impressed by the firing
and manoeuvring techniques of the enemy “I happened
to be looking in the right direction through NVGs and
saw three insurgents assaulting about 80m. I hit them
with a MAG-58, we rolled on and got attacked again.
They were fanatic, they could read us too”5. 

The Com -
mando convoy
was now taking
fire from all but
one direction,
an RPG struck
the wall behind
SGT R’s SRV and
in front of the
t r a i l i n g  B M
Com  manded by
SGT M “There
was more spora -
dic fire but it did not stop us” explained the
CANSOFCOM SOLO travelling in SGT M’s BM5. Through
their NVGs the convoy could see the ‘Hand of God’
being shone down to illuminate the target area turning
night into day, one of the Commandos recalled “We
could also hear the drone like sound of the engines inter -
spersed with the firing. Two bangs from the AC-130
105mm, one as it fired and the other as it struck, like
thunder and lightning”5. One well aimed round deto -
nated an ammunition cache, further lighting up the nights
sky. The Commandos fought their way through the
ambush and took up their positions 400m West of the
compound to cover the withdrawal and extraction of
JTF2 & the ANSF. Burgs remembered “SGT R in the lead
car pushed up to the corner of the nominated HLZ with
his MAG 58 firing as well as PTE H in the turret firing his
M4 as the Mk-197 Automatic Grenade Launcher (AGL) he
was using had been put out of action for the entire night,
during that initial gun fight to secure our position. Our
Call Sign pushed up in our Bushmaster and provided
support and laid down fire to multiple enemy positions”.

An AC-130 firing at dusk. You can see
the smoke from the 40mm Bofors Gun
& Gatling Gun streaming from the left

(Port) side. 
Image courtesy of

https://military.wikia.org/wiki/Gunship

5‘No Front Lines’ – Australia’s Special Forces At War In Afghanistan, by
Chris Masters.

7The Mk 19 Automatic Grenade Launcher AGL) (pronounced Mark 19)
is an American 40 mm belt-fed automatic grenade launcher that was first
developed during the Vietnam War.

4‘No Ordinary Men’ – Special Operation Forces Missions in Afghanistan
by Colonel Bernd Horn.

‘Bushy’ (2nd from right) with the other
members of his team sitting along side of

their SRV in Afghanistan in 2006. 
You can see the Mk19 AGL mounted

on the top of the vehicle.



Burgs also went onto say, “Once settled into the gun
fight we heard a call of I’m hit from the lead car, Brett
(CPL Brett Wood) in his famous battle crouch ran forward
from his position across the open ground to provide
medical assistance as he was a qualified PAFA (Patrol
Advanced First Aider) at the time”. That person was Sam
Bush (Bushy), SGT R’s SRV Driver, “In the space of maybe
1-2 minutes I got fragged in the face above my left eye
by what I think was a ricochet. I was then crouching
behind one of those little shitty rock walls when it took a
direct RPG hit from near the target building. Knocked me
arse over tit. In the brief lull after the explosion SGT R
and Brett patted me down behind the SRV looking for
holes and blood but I was just trying to catch my breath”
Bushy recalls. At one time the JTF2 Linguist recalled
“seeing a shit load of RPGs hitting the Australian vehicles
all at once”4 and as a result of drawing so much fire they
also drew a great deal of pressure off the Assault Force.
After confirming the building on the target which housed
the cache no longer had women and children in it, the
cache was subsequently destroyed in a controlled explo -
sion at 0245hrs. 

Seven minutes later at 0252hrs JTF2 & ANSF
extracted from the compound 400m gauntlet through the
orchard towards where the DCC Commandos were
located. “Not long after our initial fire fight, we got over
the radio that the Assault force was starting it’s extraction
to the HLZ which was crawling with over 100 fighters
lining the far sides to the left and top side like an upside-
down L” Burgs remembers seeing it from the secured
HLZ. After only just leaving the compound ‘Spectre’
notified the ground forces that it was now out of 105mm
ammunition and the target compound was now crawling
with Taliban in and around it. Once confirmed that the
compound was clear of Coalition troops the US JTAC
attached to the assault force gave ‘Spectre permission to
engage the compound they had just vacated. With the
assault portion of the mission over the US JTAC handed
over ‘Spectre’ to the Australian JTAC attached to the
Commando Platoon. As the JTF2 & ANSF troops passed
through the QRF secured location towards the new
extraction location to the West, the JTF2 Sqn Comd
sought out the Commando QRF Platoon Commander
CAPT J, shook his hand and said “Sorry we have to leave
you hanging, but it looks like we have to go”4. CAPT J
grinned and they both exchanged patches before the
Sqn Comd moved off to the extraction HLZ. At 0309hrs
the US JTAC requested extraction and the two Australian
CH-47s immediately took off from FOB Davis back
towards the new extraction site to pick up them and the
ANSF operators. MAJ B standing behind the Fire Control
Officer onboard the AC-130 watched as “It seemed the
whole world opened up on the approaches to the heli -
copter landing zones as the Chinooks were inbound”5.
The Chinooks landed in a hot HLZ, the door gunners
firing at targets with their Miniguns, laying down a wall of

fire to protect the birds, the Commando vehicles lined up
and returned fire at the Taliban with 84mm Carl Gustaf8

rounds, .50cal machine guns and Mk-19 AGLs. SGT A at
great risk to himself broke cover to affect the linkup
between the two units, the guys in the Commando
Platoon could see him and the JTF2 guys firing as they
ran4. “I remember the Chinooks copping a volley of fire
in their direction of both small arms and RPGs, the fire
coming in on our position at this stage was getting crazy
and PTE W asked if he could get the 84 (84mm Carl
Gustaf) to start taking out the established machinegun
pits. I remember giving him a tap that he was GTG (good
to go) after we discussed what we thought was the
distance, I laid over the little mud wall we were at half in
cover and half in the open, I didn’t want to get hit with
the BBDA (back blast danger area) as he fired, a direct
first round hit with air burst, then he picked off a few
other targets as I got the gunner set up to provide fire.
After the Chinooks took off and were away without an
issue that’s when it got crazy for our Callsign” said Burgs.

In doing so, they drew attention away from the JTF2
& ANSF assaulters making their way to get back on board
the Chinooks they saw what first looked like electrostatic
sparkling through the rotor blades, soon realising it was a
myriad of muzzle flashes. After an agonising wait, the
Chinooks lifted off again firing their miniguns and ramp
guns and headed South back to FOB Graceland near
Kandahar. They arrived back at 0502hrs and miraculously
none of the Chinooks were hit by a single round.
Meanwhile the Commando Platoon came under heavy
RPG, mortar and machinegun fire. Bushy said “We found
ourselves hunkered down fighting for our lives like James
Bowie, Davey Crocket and the Texans at the Alamo”.
This really was a fight for survival. Surrounded on virtually
all sides, the Spectre Gunship was monitoring the
situation above, counting as many as 300 heat signatures
converging on the QRF location. The Taliban force
resisted strongly, firing repeated RPG volleys at the
Commandos. 

The Extraction
CAPT J said

“let’s get this FE
(Force Element)
out of Dodge”5,
there were only so
many routes that
they could take.
On the ICOM (a
brand of CB two-
way UHF radio)
the Commandos
heard a Taliban
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8The Carl Gustaf recoilless rifle is an 84-mm man-portable reusable anti-
tank weapon produced by Saab Bofors Dynamics (formerly Bofors Anti-
Armour AB) in Sweden. Introduced in 1946, it was one of the many
recoilless rifle designs of that era. While similar weapons have generally
disappeared from service, the Carl Gustaf is still being made and remains
in widespread use today. The Carl Gustaf is a lightweight, low-cost
weapon that uses a wide range of ammunition, which makes it extremely
flexible and suitable for a wide variety of roles.

Commandos in an SRV similar to the ones
used on OP Nile.

Image courtesy: Dept of Defence



com mander say “We have got them surrounded, they
have nowhere to go, kill most of them and take some
prisoners”5. Because of the fight they had had on the way
into the HLZ, CAPT J decided to try an alternate route
out. Bushy remembers “I had just finished smacking
about 10-15 84’s at groups of Talib’s coming at us from
the flank with PTE H as my #2. There was a couple of big
drop-offs on the right flank. PTE H called out a direction
from the turret after the Boss told us to lead out so I left
him to direct us. Pinned down, the Commando Platoon
began to withdraw off the feature and began fighting its
way across the valley in order to arrange its own ex -
traction. Burgs remembers “SGT R being the lead Call -
sign started moving to lead us all out and we (Brett’s
Team) then became the last Callsign as we held that posi -
tion until all of the Platoon had mounted up and could
provide covering fire for us, once moving the enemy start
closing in from all side and we could hear the rounds
from the Gunship lighting up in all directions”.

SGT R’s SRV was seen driving straight over positions
tossing grenades as they manoeuvred. On either flank,
motorbikes were racing ahead to set up ambushes.
‘Spectre’ had only so much time before depleting its
ammunition and fuel and the approaching daylight sent it
home. “The Gunship crew were relaying information to
our JTAC of group after group after group of fighters.
They were all coming together and coming for us. The
AC-130 unleashed its powerful 40/60mm Bofors Gun
until it ran out of ammunition also known as ‘Going
Winchester’, raining hell on the Taliban below as we tried
to fight our way out”. As I got on to the road, I could see
off to my right there were two men set up with a machine
gun and they basically opened fire on our vehicle.
Spotting a tree nearby, I veered left, pulling up behind it.
Exposing my own side directly to enemy fire, my co-
driver and passengers were able to leap out and take
cover behind the vehicle. I dived out and took cover
behind a tree in a ditch. I rolled out of the side with my
weapon. I could see tracer going across and pinging the
side of the vehicle, and I remember sitting there thinking,
one of these guys is just going to walk up over the top
and kill me. I thought, ‘this is some serious shit’. When
they stopped firing, I neutralised those threats at which
point we made sure that we were all good, jumped back
in our seats and kept moving, firing our 50 Cals and
Mk19s until we made a break for it back to base” Bushy
said. Bushy also recalls “Brett pulled up in their BM after
seeing all the RPG’s going off and tracer flying off the
bonnet of the SRV. They thought we’d hit a land mine. I
was a little dazed after and Brett grabbed me laughing
and yelled “Bugger me Bushy!! I thought you had
copped it!”. Brett’s BM ended up soaking up the fire, the
MAG-58 gunner in the rear hatch giving it as good as
they were receiving it, 66mm SRAAW rockets were fired
and through a cloud of dust and smoke the convoy again
broke free.

The SRVs had to navigate a maze of compounds and
narrow lanes, the larger BMs could hardly fit. While

reversing in his vehicle, SGT R spotted a small track,
lurching forward towards it, CAPT J saw a PKM on a roof
in front of him with a stream of tracers straight into his
vehicle he thought for sure guys were hit. SGT R’s pas -
senger grabbed him by the hair and pulled him clear as
rounds struck between his legs, shredding the seats and
glancing off the roll bar. SGT R struggled with a weapon
stoppage and in the dodgem car dash, he twice cracked
his head on the gun, briefly losing consciousness. “I saw
a team putting together a PKM, the best gun drills I have
ever seen. The three men fixed a tripod, with machine
gun and ammunition. I fired on them hitting one of them
in the butt, I could not help but be amused as the enemy
fighter reached for his bum”5. Every vehicle and every
gun firing in different directions. Burgs recalled “The
gunships went ‘Winchester’ on station, he said he
(‘Spectre’) would sparkle targets and wished us good
luck. The gunship was still sparkling targets but the
sparkle was on us, the enemy was on top of our position,
almost running next to our vehicles, fire was so bad at
one stage we had RPGs bouncing off our windscreen,
how they didn’t explode is beyond me, lucky they were
old rounds I guess! How the guys in the SRVs didn’t get
hit was a gift from God. The fire was that bad that our
driver even had his pistol out the little hatch and firing at
the enemy as they passed in front of our car” Burgs
reflected. “The lead SRV got absolutely hammered once
the gunship went off station and it stopped our
movement, I remember Brett saying that we had to
debus so we did, I took my crew and looked for cover, I
remember PTE W asking me what cover and where are
we going? I said just use the trees which were about
15cm thick so they did nothing but I had to tell them
something. As we started fire and moving, I looked for
the other vehicles and saw the SRV’s getting peppered
and the guys were out of their cars taking cover” Burgs
said. “As we started to engage the enemy suppressing
the lads, the effectiveness of our fire allowed the guys to
get back in their cars and continue on. As for our car, I sat
in the back seat and just handed the lads magazines and
started giving target indications out the windows, I was
getting worried that we were going to run out of ammo
so I made sure the guys started taking shots on PID
(Positively Identified) only, this is when I saw PTE J drop
an enemy changing his fire position with just one round
from about 60m” Burgs said. 

While the AC-130 had exhausted all of its
ammunition, the
C o m  m a n d o s
were still in the
vice of a rolling
am bush. Enemy
ran alongside just
meters away firing
into the convoy.
The driver from 6
RAR of the now
limping BM com -
manded by SGT
M which at this time had a severed fuel line from a bullet
strike. Having found more open country, the convoy
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A B-1B Lancer on station over Afghanistan
Image courtesy of:

U.S. Air Force/Master Sgt. A Dunaway



pushed for higher ground. With Spectre departing having
gone Winchester on ammunition and almost ‘bingo’
(empty) on fuel, a B-1B Lancer9 (B-1) was on station.
Bushy also remembers the RPGs and heavy fire hitting the
cars. “It was surreal, watching RPG trails flying over the
bonnet, sparks as tracer smashed into the side of the car,
bouncing off the bonnet, being the lead car, we copped
some heavy fire”. Burgs said “That left the B-1 to strike
only target’s that were going to affect the road out”.

SGT R saw a bunch of Taliban moving using a herd of
cattle to conceal themselves. “They are cunning, we fired
on them and saw some cattle fall on some, the rest
scattered”5 he said. SGT M said his mate, “SGT R saved
the day. I remember trailing him and watching them fight
and knew they were doing an exceptionally brave job,
fighting for their lives, everyone felt the do or die
moment”5. Burgs remembered “How none of the cars
became separated was no mean feat, the lads from 6RAR
who were our drivers had done an amazing job
navigating this hell. We had been fighting our way out for
around 5hrs and as the sun started to rise, I remember
looking and seeing the open ground to our front, we had
made it through”. The Taliban by this time had scattered
and in a lot of disorder, they could be seen running into
a compound less than a kilometre away. One of the
Commandos used a laser range finder (LRF) and an
illumination round to direct the 500lbs bombs from the B-
1 on station. With a thunderous rumble from the 500
pounders detonating on the targeted compound, it
turned to dust, the cloud raising and drifting in the dawn
light. Unfortunately, it wasn’t over yet, the Commando
Platoon skull dragging SGT M’s BM made it to the Marry
Up Point (MUP) with members of 3 Sqn SASR from FOB
Davis who had moved in with a resupply. Burgs
remembered sitting at the VDO where the 3 Sqn SASR
guys turned up “The Task Group had sent the QRF for
the QRF which happened to be the SAS, I remember
sitting in the back and telling the lads to gather
themselves before getting out the back, I remember the
floor being covered in brass and as the door crack it
tumbled out the back. The SASR lads were there just
staring at us and we made a joke about the weather to
them, with no response from the SASR guys, we then got
back in the car and headed for TK”.

A USAF A-10 Thunderbolt II10 commonly referred to as
the ‘Warthog’ came on station and provided the
Commando QRF an overhead escort back towards TK.
The QRF finally made it back to FOB Davis at approx.
0745hrs5 on the morning of 10 July, SGT M’s BM was

‘skull dragged’ all the way back to FOB Davis on its rims
after the engine seized following the severed fuel line.
MAJ B landed back at Bagram Airfield and made his way
to the SFTG HQ to watch things unfold with the CO
LTCOL Smethurst and the other Forward Command
Element (FCE) members “I entered with grim feeling and
a sense of trepidation. I don’t know how anyone could
get through the continuous, withering fire without taking
a casualty. Incredibly on my return the OPSO quickly
informed me all the blokes were accounted for”5.

Aftermath
Back at Camp

Russell, SGT R
took his bullet
riddled SRV to the
range to clear the
Mk-19 stoppage
after that he went
onto say, “I swal -
lowed some Pana-
  dol and went to
breakfast”5. From
the elevated van -
tage point at the
rear picquet location, many of the SFTG operators and
support staff watched the deadly action unfold just 10km
away. Like Spectre going Winchester, the SRV’s also ran
out of ammunition, including the rockets for their Javelin
anti-armour missiles, .50 Cal machine-guns & Mk-19
AGLs. Yet ultimately, superior weaponry and over whelm -
ing airborne fire support had allowed the Aust ralians to
destroy a large and well-armed Taliban force. Taliban
losses were estimated at 150 killed.

In the days following the successful execution of
Operation Nile, the SFTG was able to confirm that the
effect they sought had been achieved. While their
preference had been to undertake multiple disruption
operations prior to Operation Perth, the scarcity of assets
meant they would get just one shot. They assessed
Objective Nile to be their Top Priority Target. Their
assessment was correct. The SFTG later determined that
Objective Nile had called a meeting of Taliban
Commanders, to discuss how they were going to deal
with the ‘bearded ones’, the Australians, following the
increased application of pressure north of Tarin Kowt and
FOB Davis. That meeting coincided with the Operation
Nile mission and accounted for the large number of
enemy fighters being in the immediate vicinity of the
target compound. After the decimation associated with
Operation Nile, the Taliban fought sporadically, but
strongly for the first four days of the Chora Valley
clearance, before collapsing completely. The sustained
speed and aggression of the combined Commando,
SASR, CANSOFCOM, Dutch & US force that cleared the
valley reinforced the success achieved the week prior.
Operation Nile and Operation Perth combined to have a
disproportionate effect on the achievement of coalition
objectives as part of Op Mountain Thrust. The
Australian’s caught the attention of the Taliban Senior
Shura in Quetta, President Karzai, and the US Senate.
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9The Rockwell B-1 Lancer – is a supersonic variable-sweep wing, heavy
bomber used by the United States Air Force. It is commonly called the
"Bone" (from "B-One"). It is one of three strategic bombers in the U.S.
Air Force fleet as of 2020, the other two being the B-2 Spirit and the B-
52 Stratofortress.

10The Fairchild Republic A-10 Thunderbolt II – is a single-seat, twin
turbofan engine, straight wing jet aircraft developed by Fairchild-
Republic for the United States Air Force (USAF). It is commonly referred
to by the nicknames "Warthog" or "Hog", although the A-10's official
name comes from the Republic P-47 Thunderbolt, a World War IIfighter-
bomber effective at attacking ground targets.

An A-10 ‘Warthog’ back on station over
Afghanistan after refuelling from a

KC-135 ‘Stratotanker’.
Image courtesy of:

U.S. Air Force/Master Sgt. W Greer



COMMANDO ~ The Magazine of the Australian Commando Association ~ Edition 3 I 2020 41

This was due to the use of their actions to demonstrate
the measure of effect coalition operations were having at
that time. Sadly, like all good work, when it is not re -
inforced and permanently built upon, the effect was only
but temporary.

‘Punishers Everywhere’ 

Article Source:
wikipedia.org/wiki/Operation_Perth

wikipedia.org/wiki/Canadian_Special_Operations_Forces_Command
wikipedia.org/wiki/Joint_Task_Force_2
wikipedia.org/wiki/2006_Dutch/Australian_Offensive
defence.gov.au/defencemagazine/editions/200610/coverstory/coverstory.htm
No Ordinary Men by Colonel Brend Horn, 2016
No Front Line by Chris Masters, 2017
Ambush & Operation Perth by Sam ‘Bushy’ Bush – ACA QLD (Commando
News - Edition 017)
9th of July 2006, by Craig ‘Burgs’ Hamburger - ACA NSW, 23 June 2020
Dr Rhys Crawley of the AWM, - Author | Official History of Australian
Operations in Iraq and Afghanistan.

COMMANDO FOR LIFE

The Positive Relationship between Physical Activity
and PTSD

Exercise has a positive clinical effect on
depressive symptoms and may be as
effective as psychological or
pharmaceutical therapies for some
individuals with PTSD. Rosebaum et al,
2014 suggests Physical activity/exercise
is a highly effective method in reducing
symptoms of depression and for people
experiencing other mental health
disorders.

Evidence demonstrates that an
appropriate exercise intervention can
achieve significant benefits to symptoms,
depression, anxiety and stress, changes
in body shape and sedentary time
associated with PTSD, and non-significant
trends for sleep quality improvement
according to Rosenbaum, 2013. 

The associated symptoms and the
improvements may be related to
psychosocial benefits of the intervention,
rather than functional capacity, but there
is also a strong empirical (observational)
link between improvements in functional
capacity and psychological status
according to the author, 2016.

People with PTSD are four times as likely
to have type 2 diabetes (Lukaschek et al,
2013) and rates of overweight and obesity
are as high as 92%. To add to these
statistics, suffers of PTSD  are shown to
be less physically active due to a number
of factors including pain, dysfunctional
and general lack of desire or both,
according Boscarino et al, 2004.

Adding some form of regular physical
activity can have a significant effect on a
sufferer of PTSD. It’s important to note,
the type of activity doesn’t matter, what
matters is that the person is moving and
also having fun doing it. If you would like
to become physically active again and
help to combat some of your PTSD
related symptoms then please consult
your GP and discuss your options for
referral to another health care
professional (exercise physiologist or
physiotherapist) for help with your other
associated or co-morbid conditions ie
lower back pain, arthritis and or obesity. 
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At some point in their career, all ADF members will
leave the military and transition to civilian life. It’s a
significant decision that can involve your family.
Planning early will make sure you’re informed and
ready to enter the next phase of your life.

You must complete your transition with ADF
Transition Support Services so you understand the
process, your administrative requirements, and the
support available to you. We encouage you to involve
your family throughout your transition experience.

Transition support network
Transitioning to civilian life is a shared responsibility.

When you decide to leave the ADF you should engage
with your family, your Unit, and ADF Transition Support
Services.

Your Unit can speak to you about the transition
process and connect you with your local ADF Transition
Centre. Your Centre will introduce you to a Transition
Support Officer who will help you and your family
through the transition process and:

• provide you with an individual transition plan
• offer career coaching during your transition and

up to 12 months afterwards
• help you meet your administrative requirements
• help you leave with all documentation like

service, medical, and training records
• facilitate connections to Defence and govern -

ment support services

ADF Transition Seminar
You and your family can attend an ADF Transition

Serminar at any time during your ADF career to help
you prepare for your transition. Seminars are held

nationally throughout the year. You’ll receive
information from Defence and other organisaitons on
topics like finance and superannuation, health,
relocating, employment, and ex-service organisation
support.

ADF Member and Family Transition Guide
The ADF Member and Family Transition Guide – A

Practical Manual to Transitioning contains detailed
information on the transition process for ADF
members. The Guidce includes information on support
services and administrative reuqirement. It includes
checklists to help you navigate transition process.

Leaving the ADF
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The blowpipe is a wonderful
weapon. It is a seven-foot-
long tube of hard wood

weighing about a pound, often with a
spear attached. The natives bore a
perfectly straight hole, quarter of an
inch in diameter, right through for
seven feet. Tucked into his loincloth
each man carries a circular bamboo
case full of poison blow-pipe darts.
These darts are about eight inches
long, of feather-light pitch. They look
as friendly as toothpicks. But for
Satan's sake beware of the little black
marks on the pointed tip. The tiniest
scratch can mean death. One of my
Australians, Private Gibbs, just
touched his skin with a poison dart tip.
He was in hospital for a month, and
during the first part of that time was
completely paralysed. So far as I know,
he's the only man who has lived to tell
what it feels like to have a spot of
Borneo poison.

Kills Rhinos 
The poison is concocted with

various secret rites, from a sort of tree
sap. It will kill the largest, toughest
thing in Borneo - the Rhinoceros. When firearms came
along, however, blowpipes became infra dig.
Altogether I don't suppose we darted-to-death more
than 80 Japs, but the effect on morale was out of all
proportion to the numerical loss. The Japs could never
cope with blowpipes, and the mere suspicion that
there were blow-pipers around did more to them than
a dozen machine guns. I don't know if we were
breaking any of the rules of war. Frankly we didn't care.
Almost as soon as we hit the ground, we found that the
Japs had massacred some 80 unarmed civilians who
had taken shelter in the interior in 1942. They had also
performed unimaginable cruelties upon some of the
tribesmen. Even so, I would not wish my worst enemy
to die by the blowpipe. A pigeon, hit, will fall straight
and dead to the ground. A monkey will take about half
a minute. But a man takes about 20 minutes in a sort of
creeping combination of intoxication and paralysis
terrible to watch.

Quick Puff
The supreme advantage of the blowpipe is silence.

A short, quick puff, and you whirl the pith dart, down

the blow-pipe tube for anything up to
40 yards. A good shot should hit a
matchbox at 20. That's more than
enough, for in the jungle you can
seldom see more than 20 yards. With
the dense tangle of bushes, creepers
hanging vines and orchids, you
seldom need to shoot at more than 15
yards. With the wonderful jungle
cunning of the jungle people, long-
distance accuracy isn't important. A
really good hunter can get close
enough to a Rhino to spear it. These
Borneo people simply seem to merge
into the shadow of the jungle, to
become a part of the sunless, deep
green undergrowth and the dark
brown trunks of the vast trees. For
them, nothing is easier than to stand
motionless and unseen, then take a
quick puff at someone on the narrow
track a few yards away.

Deadly Scratch
If you miss the first time, no one

hears or sees anything. There is no
general alarm or explosion. You
simply carry on shooting until you
register. Then, wherever you scratch,

it's a kill. This was the way we started to fight the
Japanese. Our first job was to collect intelligence for
the coastal landings by First Australian Army Corps,
under General Sir Leslie Morshead. We were not to
start any open fighting until their "D Day". Then we
were to synchronise with attacks from the rear. But we
couldn't afford to keep our enthusiastic supporters
kicking their heels for months. Luckily, we were able to
combine business with pleasure, so to speak.  

Nervy Japs 
We managed to keep the boys amused without

letting the Japs (or the generals) — know what went
on. I must say that the Japs co-operated. Soon after we
arrived, we heard a large patrol was coming up into the
interior. Within a Couple of weeks our ambushes had
bagged three complete patrols. Not a lot. But it made
the whole interior feel that now at least they were
fighting. From that moment we never looked back.
And the Japs never stopped looking backwards -
nervously. The Jap is a fine jungle soldier. But no one
can touch the tribesmen of Borneo in their own
country. Their favourite idea was to have an ambush

EIGHT MEN DROPPED FROM THE SKIES – PART 2
A TOUCH BY BLOW-PIPE IS DEATH IN BORNEO

By MAJ TOM HARRISSON, DSO. MBE. Z Special Unit ~ WW2

Edited by COL Doug Knight – President ACA VIC

Borneo, 1945. Portrait of two Poonans
(local men) holding sumpits (blowpipes).
The original photograph was taken by
QX19782 Sergeant SGT J. Keith Barrie

MM, who served as a member of
SEMUTI, II AND III operating behind

Japanese lines in Borneo. SEMUT
operations principally designed to invoke

insurgency among indigenous people
against the Japanese. 

Photo: Courtesy AWM
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about three miles
long. Not quite
according to the
standard battle
d r i l l ,  I  k n o w.
Monty would be
a p p a l l e d .  T h e
idea was that at
both ends you
had five or six
people with blow -
pipes, and others
scattered at inter -
vals all the way
along. There was
a n o t h e r  l a r g e
g r o u p  i n  t h e
centre, but still
quite well spread
o u t .  O n e - M a n
Tracks. It is impos -
sible for anyone
to move more
than one abreast
in this country.
Every track is a couple of feet wide, winding up and
down slopes, along rock faces, round fallen tries, and
over innumerable streams. The centre group starts the
proceedings, when the centre of the column is level
with it. In the general shambles that follows, those in
front generally go forward, and those in the rear often
go backward. Both get shot up all along the line.
Anyone who breaks off to escape loses the track in
dense jungle. He can either be hunted down later on,
or simply left to wander around and perish.

Another favourite idea was practised on river
crossings. It takes you all your time to wade and
scramble through some of Borneo's river crossings. You
can't defend yourself. In some places the natives build
beautiful bamboo suspension bridges; but you are
equally open to attack on these, because they are so
narrow, they can't take more than two people at a time.
We had all the advantage in this tip-and-run stuff. We
had little difficulty in bagging every single Jap control
that came inland during the three months after we
arrived. No one got back to the coast to tell the story.
Of course, the Japs on the coast began to worry. But
by that time, we had agents everywhere. Only once did
one of our own people get into a Jap ambush, and that
was an accident. He was an Australian parachute
sergeant, Bill Nibbs, the fittest man I've seen. He used
to love to go tearing off by himself along a track ahead
of his men. One day he walked slap into some Japs
coming from the coast. They were having a rest.
Luckily, they were as surprised as he was, and missed
him. but he had to jump off the track. Arid it's typical of
the sort of country we were working that he wandered
in the jungle two days before he found his way to the
nearest village, a couple of miles away. Here, he was

warmly welcomed, and fed. If he'd been a solitary Jap,
they would have quickly sliced his head off.

Head-Hunting 
Head-hunting played a big and useful part in our

operations. Before the war, head-hunting had been
stopped throughout the country. The people were glad
to stop it. There was never any security or peace of
mind - but there was always a little lingering, secret sly
longing for those old adventurous days, especially
among the younger men. Among other things it was
the great way of showing your manhood. The best way
to impress the girl of your choice was to bring back a
nice fresh-chopped head, and to hang it on the front
veranda. Main point was to get the head for sacred
rites and for pagan festivals. Special prayers, offerings,
songs and dances are made to and with the heads at
the time of planting the rice, at harvest time, when
children were born to a chief, and so on.

Not Cannibals 
Head-hunting was part of the religious and magical

life of the inland people. They were never cannibals.
Each family keeps its heads on a circular rack hung on
the veranda outside the part of the house that belongs
to them. Until you get used to it it's slightly depressing
to gaze into the hollow eyes of an empty skull,
dangling at face height as you come up the steep
ladder and bend to pass through the low door of the
half-dark smoke-filled long-house. After years, without
any fresh head-hunting, those first Jap heads thrilled
the jungle people. The difficulty was to control the
chaps from going too far. It would be fatal if they had
got over-excited and started making direct attacks on
Jap units before "D Day".

Sensible Folk
But they are extraordinarily sensible people.

Although unable to read and write, they are well able
to think, and they have a great deal of common sense.
We were able to keep up the morale by doing things
to the Japs which made them want to come further
inland, and so fall into our ambushes and traps. When
we arrived, we found the Japs relied on the righ interior

Portrait of QX19782 Sergeant (Sgt) John
Keith Barrie MM in 1946. He was

parachuted into Sarawak on
25 March 1945 with SEMUT. 

Note: He is wearing Australian Parachute
Wings of the 1st Parachute Bn on his

breast, indicating he has taken part in an
‘Operational Jump’, otherwise they

would appear on his sleeve.
Photo: Courtesy AWM

Dahlak tribesmen operating with AIB.
Photo Source: https://specialforces.com/newsletter/2011_03 /
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C o u n t r y  f o r  a
com pulsory levy
providing a large
part of their food
on the coast. The
uplands are tre -
men dously rich in
rice, fruit, pigs,
cattle, water buf -
falo, goats, fowls,
spring salt, and
leaf tobacco. The
mountain tribes
excel as farmers.
We were quickly
able to get the
whole area volun -
tarily to give up
supplying food.
Everybody  ex  -
pect ed reprisals
but  we spread
rumours of crop
failure and other
difficulties through our coastal agents, some who were
working directly with the Japs. We promised the
people adequate firearms for protection before
reprisals could begin and were able to more than
honour our promise when the time came. At the same
time, the Japs depended considerably on inland
labour in their attempt to build a new road along the

coast of Brunei Bay. If completed, this road would help
them in case of an Allied landing; and we knew the
Australian Ninth Division intended to land in this very
sector of the coast. The Japs had thousands of
Javanese labourers deported from Java and living
under the most wretched conditions. They were mainly
engaged in gathering timber and maintenance of
communications.

Air Plan 
It was decided that communications should be

disrupted by air attacks. We were given the job of
collecting exact target information. Attacks of this sort
were made in Labuan, Brunei, and on the Dutch
coast¬line, as well as further north outside my control,
where Major Nick Combe, an Englishman in the British
North Borneo Civil Service, had been dropped by
parachute. We employed our agents in conjunction
with these air attacks to get the Javanese to desert
inland. We promised them good treatment. In this way
we were able to get hundreds of Jap-controlled
people, many of them with valuable intelligence, to
join us. Not only Javanese, but also Malays, Chinese,
Timorese, Sikhs and others who had been conscripted
by the Japanese. Some were actually Japanese
soldiers. Their intelligence news was therefore
valuable, and we also got badly needed N.C.O.s. Such
was our position in May 1945, about a month before
the Australians were due to land.

PART 3 - THE SILENT KILLERS OF THE BORNEO JUNGLE
TO BE CONTINUED IN EDITION #004, OCTOBER 2020

Borneo, 1945. (L) Dita Bala, Kelabit Chief
from Long Dati, and Major Gordon
"Toby" Carter, DSO. A fellow Team

Leader with SEMUT III, SRD. 
Photo: Courtesy AWM

Are you seeking a career change to the coal mining industry?  
Contact Mine Training Solutions today for advice and guidance by a qualified professional. 
We can recommend and provide training plans based on the type of position you are seeking
within the mining industry. Units of competency are delivered via the MTS Learning Platform
and involve a combination of theory and practical tasks.

RIISS00034 Surface Coal Mine Safety Skill Set (STD11)
This skill set provides participants with the skills and knowledge required to work on a surface
coal mine site in Queensland. The course takes participants through six units of competency that
provides valuable knowledge and skills regarding standard safety practices of surface coal mining
operations.  Cost: $575.00 or ask about our payment plan option.  

CONTACT MINE TRAINING SOLUTIONS 
Email: trainme@minetrainingsolutions.com.au
Website: www.minetrainingsolutions.com.au

RTO 32041
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The Australian Army Stiletto (AAS) is a fascinating
piece of Australian military history. 

These knives were produced in comparatively small
numbers to other Commonwealth fighting knives for
Australian troops designated as ‘special units’ during
World War II. It is believed the knife takes it origins from
the iconic Fairbairn–Sykes fighting knife and was inspired
by members of the British Special Operations Executive
(SOE), which assisted in raising Z Special Unit and the
Independent Commando Company’s during the war. 

The AAS was produced in three distinct versions: a
wooden-handled stiletto and two Mazak handled versions
by two separate manufacturers, Gregory Steel Products
(Gregsteel) and Whittingslowe Engineering (WE).

Gregsteel AAS with Wooden Handle
This knife was produced by Gregsteel, of Melbourne.

Much conjecture surrounds this knife, largely revolving
around several divergent but plausible stories. 

Firstly, it is believed it was not
issued but produced for private
purchase. Secondly, that it was part
of a bespoke order for Z Special Unit
(Z-SU). This notion is drawn from a
diary entry made by Lieutenant
Donald Davidson whilst preparing for
Operation JAYWICK at Camp X.

Thirdly, that it was intended for
use by paratroopers serving in the 1st

Parachute Battalion, which was raised
in early 1943 but did not see active
s e r v i c e  i n  t h e  w a r.  W h a t  i s
acknowledged, however, is that the
square ended ‘Paratrooper’ style
sheath has a government mark, and
that this sheath does not fit the
Mazak variants of the AAS due to
their greater blade length. Regard -
less of the burgeoning truth, one
thing remains clear: this knife is
intrinsically linked by maker and
design to the Mazak versions of the
AAS. 

These knives were marked with the maker’s name
“Gregory Steel Products” applied to the ricasso in small
print with no government acceptance mark observed. The
knife’s blade length is 184mm and the steel is blued. The
total length of the knife is 309mm, and the turned-
wooden handle has 21 concentric rings. 

The thin leather square ended ‘Paratrooper’ style
sheath is purported to have been made by a firm on
Wellington Street in Collingwood, Melbourne, Victoria.
This sheath has no maker’s marks but is commonly marked
on the reverse side with a government acceptance/

inspector’s mark generally in blue ink. Marks noted to this
date include /l\ over L or J.H.

The Gregsteel AAS with Mazak Handle
This knife was developed because service knives at the

time were deemed to be not suitable for Commandos.
The Officer Commanding (OC) the 2nd/6th Independent
Company made arrangements for the AAS to be
produced for his unit in June 1942.

Reference to operational use of this knife can be found
in a letter provided by #NX93552 Private Alex M Mackay,
who served with the 2nd/6th Independent Company (The
Purple Devils) in
New Guinea. On
donating his
stiletto to a military
museum Private
Mackay stated in
an accom panying
letter that they
were issued to
Commando units
in 1942. He said
that the AAS were affectionately known as "Harcourt
Hackers" after his OC, Major Harry Harcourt. Of note the
2nd/6th disembarked for New Guinea on 6 August 1942,
several well documented photos exist of their use by the
2nd/6th Ind Coy members.

This knife is marked with the manufacturer’s name
“Gregory Steel Products” applied to the ricasso in large
print with no government acceptance mark observed,
although many knifes were unmarked. The knife’s blade
length is 192mm, with the steel being of a bright finish.
The total length of the knife is 320mm, with the Mazak
handle having 26 concentric rings. The Gregsteel knife
was used with a canvas sheath. These sheaths were
designed for tropical use in the Pacific campaign. It has
been noted that they were susceptible to rot and, as a
result, surviving examples are very rare. No accept -
ance/inspector’s or maker’s mark is known for this sheath.

The Whittingslowe Engineering AAS
with Mazak Handle

Whittingslowe Engineering (WE) Ltd of Adelaide
produced this knife. The knife is marked with the maker’s
name on the ricasso in the form of a stylised “WE”
applied to the ricasso over the government acceptance
mark D/l\D. On the obverse side of the ricasso an

acceptance mark
can be found /l\
over I. The knife’s
blade length is
192mm, and the
blade is blued. The
total length of the
knife is 320mm

THE AUSTRALIAN COMMANDO DAGGER
A HISTORY OF THE AUSTRALIAN ARMY STILETTO 

By WO1 Mick Lobb, DSM. & Mr Trevor Ball 

The Gregory Steel
Products wooden
handled AAS with

correct square ended
‘Paratrooper’ style

leather sheath.

The Gregsteel Products AAS
with Mazak Handle.

The WE AAS with Mazak Handle
and with the correct tapered R.G. Brown

leather sheath:



48 COMMANDO ~ The Magazine of the Australian Commando Association ~ Edition 3 I 2020

with a darkened Mazak handle containing 26 concentric
rings. The WE and also the Gregsteel AAS are found with
a tapered leather sheath. These sheaths were made by
R.G. Brown, who had a store in Little Collins Street in
Melbourne. These sheaths are marked with the maker’s
mark of R.G. BROWN over 1943. These sheaths also have
a government acceptance mark D/l\D stamped on the
front and acceptance/inspectors’ marks on the obverse.
Marks noted to date stamped into the leather include /l\
over J.B or J.H.

Identifiable Differences in Design.
Besides the obvious differences in the Mazak versions

of the AAS being markings and blueing, some slight
variations in the design and manufacturing techniques can
be identified on unmarked knives, allowing them to be
attributed to a maker with some certainty. This is done by
examining the length of the flat surface on the hilt above
the last ridge. This flat surface is of a different length: The
WE AAS are shorter than Gregsteel AAS. In addition to
this the grind applied to the ricasso is different: Gregsteel
is horizontal and WE are angled slightly downwards.

Below are the distinguishing features of the WE and
Gregsteel Mazak Handled AAS’s;

Operational Use
The weight of evidence (e.g. documentation, personal

accounts, imagery etc.) indicates the Mazak AAS was only
issued in bulk to the 2nd/6th Independent Company for the
Kokoda Campaign in New Guinea. However, there are
examples of the AAS being used by other units in other
theatres. Such as the AAS from the MV Krait exhibited in
the Changi museum in Singapore, which belonged to a
member of Z Special Unit. Another AAS in the Australian
War Memorial was owned by a member of 1st Inde -
pendent Company who later served with the 2nd/7th Cav
Commando Regiment. Another AAS is in the RSL at Port
Augusta and belonged to John Ward of the 2nd/2nd Inde -
pendent Company. 

Reason for Low Production Numbers
Z Special Unit and the 2nd/6th Independent Company

were both small-scale organizations and this, in part,
accounts for the AAS’s low production numbers. However,
extracts of wartime documents from the Army Inventions
Directorate (AID) shows formal communication in April
1943 from the OC of the 2nd/6th Independent Company,
Major Harcourt, requesting the AAS be withdrawn from
the area of operations and a more suitable knife be
sought. The AID then goes on to describe its replacement
in a further communiqué from May 1943.

As a result of this evidence it appears that production
numbers were low due to the stiletto being superseded in
theatre during the closing stages of the war in the Pacific
campaign. In total the Mazak AAS was in-service in the
Pacific theatre for a period of no greater than nine months

from post the 2nd/6th Independent Company’s deployment
in early-August 1942 through to it being replaced by May
1943.

Conclusion
Many of the facts known today are due to the hard

work and diligence of those who have a passion for this
knife. Many of these important breakthroughs happened
within a short time of this synopsis being written. It is the
firm belief of those who continue researching this topic
that many new interesting facets of the AAS are yet to be
discovered. With these discoveries will come a greater
understanding and appreciation of the knife along with
the men who made it and the men who fought with it.
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The 2nd/8th Independent Com -
pany (2/8 Ind Coy) was one of
12 Independent Company’s/

Cav (Com mando) Squadrons raised by
the Australian Army during the Second
World War. Raised in July 1942 as the
2/8 Ind Coy, the 2/8 Ind Coy spent the
early years of the war performing
garrison duties in the Northern Territory.
In July 1944, the 2/8 Ind Coy sailed to
Lae, in New Guinea from where they
launched a clandestine reconnaissance
operation on the island of New Britain. Later, attached to
the II Corps, it participated in the Bougainville campaign,
during which it was in action continuously for a period of
nine months right up until the Japanese surrendered in
August 1945. Following the end of hostilities, the 2/8 Ind
Coy returned to Australia, and was disbanded at Liver -
pool, New South Wales in early January 1946.  

Formation & Home Duties
The 2/8 Ind Coy was formed at Wilsons Promontory, in

Victoria in July 1942. Consisting of 17 officers and 256
other ranks, the company was organised into a Head
Quarters, three Commando Platoons, with attached
signals, medical and engineering sections. It undertook
training at the Guerrilla Warfare School that had been set
up at Wilsons Prom, before being sent to Northern
Australia to serve in a garrison role. During this time the
company was stationed at Yandina, Queensland, and then
later at the Adelaide River, in the Northern Territory. In
1943, as part of a re-organisation of the Independent
Company concept, the 2/8 Ind Coy was renamed the
2nd/8th Cavalry (Commando) Squadron which was later
shortened to the 2/8th Commando Squadron (2/8 Cdo
Sqn). Despite this re-organisation, however, while other
Commando Squadrons were amalgamated together into
a regimental structure, the 2/8 Cdo Sqn remained inde -
pendent and when they finally deployed overseas in mid-
1944 to New Guinea, they were sent as an independent
unit attached to the Australian II Corps1.

New Britain Campaign 
The squadron embarked from Townsville, Queensland,

on 22 July 1944 and sailed to Lae, via Milne Bay, on board
the SS Ormiston. While they were there, they received an
intake of 70 experienced men from some of the other
Commando Squadrons as reinforcements. Following this,
the squadron undertook a period of jungle warfare train -
ing. After a few months, in mid-September, a small

detach ment of the 2/8 Cdo Sqn
participated in a small-scale recon nais -
sance operation at Jacquinot Bay on
the island of New Britain, to collect
intelligence in preparation for an assault
by the 5th Division, 2 AIF. As part of this
operation, elements from 'C' Troop and
a small detach ment from 'B' Troop,
from the 2/8 Cdo Sqn, provided the
protection force for the reconnaissance
party that was put ashore from the
corvette HMAS Kiama, setting up a

position on the beach and conducting a number of patrols
further inland. This operation was a success and later, in
November, the 5th Australian Division2, conducted an
amphibious landing in the area unopposed.

Bougainville Campaign 
In October, the 2/8 Cdo Sqn was transported on the

troopship Aconagua to Torokina, which was the main
Australian base on Bougainville, where it joined the rest of
II Corps, who were concentrating in the area for the
upcoming Bougainville campaign. As the campaign
progressed the squadron conducted patrols from Toro -
kina to Kuraio Mission and Amun in the Northern sector
on a weekly basis throughout November and into
December, before handing over responsibility of the area
to the 11th Brigade and being transferred to the Southern
sector. This was where the main battle for Bougainville
was being fought, and as the 3rd Australian Division3

advanced along the coast towards the Japanese base at
Buin, the 2/8 Cdo Sqn was tasked to provide flank
protection for the division. As a part of this, they con -
ducted a number of reconnaissance patrols, often moving
part of the way by barge, as well as conducting ambushes
in order to keep the enemy off balance.

This lasted for almost nine months from December
1944 right up to the end of the war in August 1945, during
which time the 2/8 Cdo Sqn was in action almost
continuously. It was a long and hard campaign, and to a

THE DOUBLE WHITES
2nd/8th Independent Company/Commando Squadron, 1942-1946

The White Double Diamonds of the
2nd/8th Independent Company/Cav

Commando Squadron

1The II Corps was an Australian Army corps, one of three that were raised
by the Army during the Second World War. Formed in mid-1942 as part
of defensive measures to protect the eastern coast of Australia from
invasion, the corps was initially composed mainly of home defence
troops drawn from the Militia. For a brief period in 1942, a US Infantry
Division was also assigned to the Corps prior to its dispatch to fight the
Japanese in New Guinea.  

2The 5th Division was re-raised as a Militia formation during the Second
World War, and was mobilised for the defence of North Queensland in
1942, when it was believed that the area was a prime site for an invasion
by Japanese forces. Most of the division was concentrated in the Towns -
ville area, although the 11th Brigade was detached for the defence of
Cairns and Cape York. In 1943, the division took part in the final stages
of the Salamaua–Lae campaign, in New Guinea, and then later in 1944
captured Madang during the Huon Peninsula campaign. In 1944-1945,
the division was committed to the New Britain campaign, before being
relieved in July 1945. The division was disbanded in September 1945
following the end of the war.

3The 3rd Division was mobilised for war during WW2 in December 1941
and initially undertook defensive duties in Australia before being
deployed to New Guinea in 1943 where they took part in the Salamaua–
Lae campaign against the Japanese in 1943-1944, before returning to
Australia for rest and reorganisation. In late 1944 they were sent to
Bougainville to take part in their final campaign of the war. There they
undertook a series of advances across the island before the war came to
an end in August 1945. 
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large extent this made up for the long periods of inactivity
that the Squadron had suffered while it had been
garrisoned in Australia. Certainly, the Squadron was in the
thick of it, with many of its members distinguishing
themselves during this time, as evidenced by the rather
large number of decorations 2/8 Cdo Sqn members
earned in such a short space of time. The patrols during
this time were conducted in small groups, usually no
larger than two sections roughly 18-20 men, and they
would last for between four and six days, although some
lasted up to nine. Sometimes they would employ barges
to move along the coast.

Having secured the coastal regions around the Jaba
River, the Squadron slowly began to move inland in order
to strike into the enemy's rear, securing the many villages
along the way. First they cleared to Sovele Mission, then
the villages of Opai, Nihero and Morokaimoro, reaching
Kilipaijino by the end of hostilities. As they went, each
village taken became a  patrol base and from there the
Squadron would gather topographical information such as
track and terrain reports, and locate the enemy. Once
sufficient information had been gathered and passed on
to II Corps, the patrols would then attempt to ambush the
enemy or try to take a prisoner. These raids were very
effective in tying down the enemy and keeping them away
from the 3rd Australian Division's flanks, as they forced the
Japanese to deploy troops to their rear areas, removing
men from the front against which the larger Infantry forces
were then be able to engage.

Disbandment 
With the end of the war, as part of the large-scale

demobilisation of Australian forces, the Commando
Squadrons along with most of the other Special Forces
units formed by the Australian Army were deemed surplus
to requirements and the ranks of the Squadron were
slowly reduced as men who had earned enough points to
do so were discharged, while others who did not were
transferred to other units for further duties as part of the
occupation forces that were being sent to Japan. By the
time that the Squadron returned to Australia in December
1945 with a very small frontage and finally, on 10 January
1946, while at Liverpool, New South Wales, the 2nd/8th

Com mando Squadron was disbanded and removed from
the Australian Order of Battle. 

During its service, the 2nd/8th Commando Squadron lost
seven men killed in action and 16 men wounded.
Members of the squadron received the following decora -
tions:

One, Officer of the Order of the British Empire4 (OBE),
Two, Distinguished Conduct Medals5 (DCM), 
Four, Military Medals6 (MM), and 
Twelve, Mention in Dispatches7 (MiD).

Editors Notes:
CAPT Don Astill, OAM.

(Retd.) 2nd/8th Cdo Sqn during
WW2 was the last Com mando
Association Queens land Presi -
dent prior to amal gamating
with Australian Com mando
Asso ciation Queens land in
2012. He remained an active
member of the Executive Com -
mittee right up to his passing in
late 2017. Don was also the
author  of  the book ‘Com -
mando White Diamond’ the
History of the 2/8 Australian Commando Squadron,
Australian Military History Publications, Loftus, 1996.

Article Source:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2/8th_Commando_Squadron_(Australia)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/II_Corps_(Australia)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/3rd_Division_(Australia)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/5th_Division_(Australia)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Order_of_the_British_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Distinguished_Conduct_Medal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Military_Medal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mentioned_in_dispatches

A member of the 2nd/8th Commando Squadron armed with
a Bren light machine gun photographed after returning

from a patrol in June 1945.

4The Most Excellent Order of the British Empire is a British order of
chivalry, rewarding contributions to the arts and sciences, work with
charitable and welfare organisations, and public service outside the civil
service. It was established on 4 June 1917 by King George V and com -
prises five classes across both civil and military divisions, the most senior
two of which make the recipient either a knight if male or dame if female.
There is also the related British Empire Medal, whose recipients are
affiliated with, but not members of the order.

5The Distinguished Conduct Medal, post-nominal letters DCM, was
established in 1854 by Queen Victoria as a decoration for gallantry in the
field by other ranks of the British Army. It is the oldest British award for
gallantry and was a second level military decoration, ranking below the
Victoria Cross, until its discontinuation in 1993 when it was replaced by
the Conspicuous Gallantry Cross. The medal was also awarded to non-
commissioned military personnel of other Commonwealth Dominions
and Colonies. 

6The Military Medal (MM) was a military decoration awarded to person -
nel of the British Army and other arms of the armed forces, and to per -
sonnel of other Commonwealth countries, below commissioned rank, for
bravery in battle on land. The award was established in 1916, with retro -
spective application to 1914, and was awarded to other ranks for "acts
of gallantry and devotion to duty under fire". The award was dis con -
tinued in 1993 when it was replaced by the Military Cross, which was
extended to all ranks, while other Commonwealth nations instituted their
own award systems in the post war period. 

7Mentioned in Dispatches (or despatches, MiD) is one whose name
appears in an official report written by a superior officer and sent to the
high command, in which his or her gallant or meritorious action in the
face of the enemy is described. In some countries, a service member's
name must be mentioned in dispatches as a condition for receiving
certain decorations. 

Commando White Diamond
By CAPT Don Astill, OAM
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The Devils Brigade WW2
Geoffrey Pyke was an English journalist, educa -

tionalist, and later an inventor whose clever, but un -
orthodox, ideas could be difficult to implement. In
lifestyle and appearance, he fit the common stereotype
of a scientist-engineer-inventor or in British slang, a
"boffin". This was part of the British approach in World
War II of encouraging innovative warfare methods and
weapons that was personally backed by Churchill.
Hobart's Funnies are another example. While working
for the British Special Operations Command. Pyke
devised a plan for the creation of a small, élite force
capable of fighting behind enemy lines in winter condi -
tions. This was to have been a Commando unit that
could be landed, by sea or air, into occupied Norway,
Romania and/or the Italian Alps on sabotage missions
against hydroelectric plants and oil fields.

In Norway, the chief industrial threat was the
creation of the heavy water used in the German atomic
weapon research at Rjukan. Furthermore, attacks on
Norwegian power stations, which supplied the country
with 49% of its power, might drive the Axis powers out
of the country and give the Allies a direct link to Russia.
In Romania, there were the strategically important
Ploiești oil fields that met one quarter of the Germans'
consumption, and Italian hydroelectric plants powered
most of south German industry. Pyke requested that a
tracked vehicle be developed especially for the unit,
capable of carrying men and their equipment at high
speed across snow-covered terrain. 

Project Plough
In March 1942 Pyke proposed an idea, which he had

named Project Plough, to Lord Louis Mountbatten,
Chief of Combined Operations Headquarters (COHQ)
that Allied Commandos be parachuted into the
Norwegian mountains to establish a covert base on the
Jostedalsbreen, a large glacier plateau in German-
occupied Norway, for guerrilla actions against the
German army of occupation. Equipped with Pyke's
proposed snow vehicle, they would attack strategic

targets, such as hydroelectric power plants. Pyke
persuaded Mountbatten that such a force would be
virtually invulnerable in its glacier strongholds and
would tie down large numbers of German troops trying
to dislodge it. However, given the demands upon both
Combined Operations and British industry, it was
decided to offer it instead to the United States at the
Chequers Conference of March 1942. General George
Marshall, Chief of Staff of the United States Army,
accepted the suggestion for Project Plough. In April
1942, since no suitable vehicle existed, the US
government asked automobile manufacturers to look
into such a design. Studebaker subsequently created
the   T-15 cargo carrier, which later became the M29
Weasel. 

In May 1942, the concept papers for Plough were
scrutinized by Major Robert T. Frederick, a young
officer in the Operations Division of the US General
Staff. Frederick predicted Plough would be a military
fiasco on the following grounds. Firstly, he argued that
Plough endeavoured to achieve unrealistic objectives
with the number of troops that the plan called for.
Similarly, he argued that the small, elite division would
be outnumbered and overtaken in any defensive
attempts to hold an area once it was captured.
Furthermore, Frederick concluded that there was no
concrete way to evacuate the troops after a mission.
Finally, the plan had called for troops to be dropped by
airplane to their targets, which Frederick said was
impossible at the moment, as there were no planes to
fly the men into Norway. Ultimately, he concluded that
a small squad of elite men would not do enough
damage to justify the risk of putting them into battle
and instead proposed a series of strategic bombings to
achieve the plan's objectives. Generals Marshall and
Eisenhower had already discussed Plough with the
British High Command and were unwilling to com -
promise a chance to open an American front in Europe.
It was believed that Plough offered the possibility of
defeating the Germans, and the Americans wanted
allied efforts to shift to the Pacific Theater. The sooner

CANADA’S “COMMANDO” REGIMENT
The Canadian Special Operations Regiment (CSOR)

The Canadian Special Operations Regiment (CSOR; French: Régiment
d'opérations spéciales du Canada, ROSC) is an elite unit of the Canadian
Armed Forces. It forms part of the Canadian Special Operations Forces

Command (CANSOFCOM). As a Special Forces unit, the Regiment's roles include
conducting complex or difficult raids, capturing strategic facilities and undertaking
reconnaissance. It is also capable of working with the armed forces of other countries.

History

The unit traces its roots to the First Special Service Force (FSSF), the Canadian-American
Special Forces unit that was stood up in 1942 and earned the "Devil's Brigade"

moniker for daring night raids on German forces at the Anzio beachhead. CSOR perpetuates the battle honours of
the FSSF. 

CSOR Regimental Crest
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the Germans were defeated, it was argued, the sooner
this would become a reality. 

The first officer picked to lead the unit, LTCOL
Howard R. Johnson, did not get along well with Pyke.
Johnson was transferred after arguing with Mount -
batten and Eisenhower about the feasibility of the plan.
(Johnson went on to form and command the 501st

Parachute Infantry Regiment.) He was replaced by
Frederick, following a suggestion by Mountbatten,
which was approved by Eisenhower. Frederick was
given the task of creating a fighting unit for Project
Plough and was promoted to Colonel to command it.
By July 1942 Frederick had eased Pyke out of the
picture. The First Special Service Force (FSSF) was
activated on 9 July 1942 as a joint Canadian-US force
of three small Regiments and a
service battalion, directly answer -
able to the joint Chiefs of Staff,
US Army. Fort William Henry
Harrison in Helena, Montana was
chosen as the primary training
location, due to its flat terrain for
airborne training and its close
proximity to mountains for ski
and winter training. Frederick
enjoyed a very high priority in
obtaining equipment and train -
ing areas. Originally, due to its
winter warfare mission, it had
been in tended that the unit
should be equally made up of
American, Cana dian, and Nor -
wegian troops. However, a lack of suitable Norwe gians
saw this changed to half American and half Canadian. 

Canadian Recruits
In July 1942, the Canadian Minister of National

Defence, James Ralston, approved the assignment of
697 officers and enlisted men for Project Plough, under
the guise that they were forming Canada's first
airborne unit, the 1st Canadian Parachute Battalion
(1CPB). Due to a decision to raise an actual Canadian
parachute battalion, the Canadian volunteers for
Project Plough were also sometimes known unofficially
as the "2nd Canadian Parachute Battalion". (The
Canadians did not officially become a unit until April–
May 1943, under the designation, 1st Canadian Special
Service Battalion.) While its members remained part of
the Canadian Army, subject to its code of discipline
and paid by the Canadian government, they were to
be supplied with uniforms, equipment, food, shelter
and travel expenses by the US Army. It was agreed that
a Canadian would serve as Second In Command (2IC)
of the force and that half of the officers and one-third
of the enlisted men would be Canadian. After LTCOL
McQueen, the senior Canadian member, broke his leg
during parachute training, the highest ranking
Canadian in the force was LTCOL Don Williamson, who
commanded the 2nd Regiment.

Aleutian Islands, 1943
It was decided that the FSSF would be utilized

against Japanese forces occupying islands off Alaska.
The FSSF arrived at the San Francisco Port of
Embarkation on 4 July 1943. On 10 July the Devil's
Brigade sailed for the Aleutian Islands off Alaska. On
15 August 1943, 1st SSF was part of the invasion force
of the island of Kiska, but after discovering the island
was recently evacuated by Japanese forces, it re-
embarked and left ship at Camp Stoneman, California,
and returned to Fort Ethan Allen, arriving 9 September
1943.

Italy, 1943
In late 1943, the original Project Plough (with its

target as Norway) was abandoned, but in October
1943, the commander of the United States Fifth Army,
Lieutenant General Mark W. Clark, brought the 1st

Special Service Force to Italy where its members
demonstrated the value of their unique skills and
training. The Devil's Brigade arrived in Casablanca in
French Morocco in November 1943 and quickly moved
to the Italian front arriving at Naples on 19 November
1943 and immediately going into the line with the US
36th Infantry Division. The force was tasked with taking
two heavily fortified German positions in the Italian
mountains; one at Monte La Difensa and the other at
Monte La Remetanea. These positions were controlled
by the 104th Panzer Grenadier Regiment with the
Herman Goering Panzer Division in reserve (the former
an infantry formation, and the latter an armored
division). The importance of these mountains lay in
their position relative to Hitler's Gustav Line. That is,
the German Winter line positioned on La Difensa and
Remetanea were the last entrenched line before the
Gustav and an allied push through the mountains
would enable them to advance closer to Rome. Stra -
tegically, the mountains provided a commanding view
of the countryside and highway, giving German artillery
on the mountain control of the surrounding area. 

The German artillery atop La Defensa were also
using a new weapon - the Nebelwerfer. The paths
leading up La Difensa were heavily scouted by the
force prior to their attack and it was reported to LTCOL
T.C. MacWilliam (who would lead the 2nd Regiment's
assault on Remetanea) that the best way to approach
the entrenched enemy was up an almost vertical
escarpment over the right of the hill mass. In doing
this, the force hoped to catch the Germans off guard,
as previous allied attacks on the mountain had met the
enemy head on. The assault was planned for Decem -
ber 2, while the men were trained in mountain climbing
and fighting tactics at their temporary barracks at Santa
Maria. The plan was as follows (all Regiments were in
the 1st Company): At 16:30 hours on December 1, 2nd

Regiment would be trucked to within 6 miles (9.7 km)
of the base of the mountain and march the rest of the
way to La Difensa (6 hour march). 1st Regiment, coupled
with US 36th Infantry Division would be the reserve units

The FSSF Shoulder
Patch worn during

WW2. 
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for the 2nd Regiment. 3rd Regiment would be split in
two, half to supply the 2nd Regiment following the initial
assault and the other half to be reserves with the 1st

Regiment and 36th Infantry Division. All identification
on Force soldiers was to be removed except their dog
tags. 

After reaching the base of the mountain and having
had a single night's rest, 2nd Regiment (600 men total)
began their ascent of La Difensa on December 2 at
dusk under cover of a heavy artillery barrage. One
soldier recalls the severity of the shelling: "It looked as
if we were marching into Hell. The whole mountain was
being shelled and the whole mountain seemed to be
on fire". The soldiers of the 2nd Regiment came within
range of the German positions at midnight and began
to climb the final cliff, which jutted steeply upwards for
1,000 feet (300 m). The men climbed with ropes tied to
one another in the freezing rain. Upon reaching the
top, MacWilliam signalled his men to move forward
into a depression in front of the German entrenchment.
Initially, the soldiers were given the order to hold their
fire until 6am, but the Germans were made aware of
the allied positions after members of the force tripped
over loose gravel while moving along the mountaintop.
German shot flares into the air and the battle began.
Through gun and mortar fire, the men of the 2nd

Regiment managed to set up machine guns and return
fire, surprising and overwhelming the Germans. The 5th

Army Staff had guessed that the battle would last
between 4–5 days, but within two hours, the Germans
on La Difensa had retreated to La Remetanea. 

Previously, American and British forces had suffered
many casualties in futile attempts to take the important
Camino Ridge. The 1st SSF was successful in taking
their initial objective of La Defensa but were delayed in
obtaining their actual objective of Monte La Reme -
tanea (Hill 907). The attack on 907 was halted after the
death of the 1st Battalion CO LTCOL T.C. MacWilliam.
While he desired that the force momen tum continue,
Frederick ordered a halt in the advance on 907 in order
to wait for reinforcements and supplies. The force dug
in at Difensa, anticipating a German counterattack.
However, massive allied artil lery barrages and the
flooding of both the Rapido and Garigliano rivers
prevented the Germans from reforming. While waiting
for the orders to attack Remetanea, the 2nd Regiment
were resupplied by the 1st and 3rd Regiments, who
brought them whiskey and condoms (to keep the
barrels of their guns dry in the rain). Once the British
forces broke through the German lines at Monte
Camino, the force was ordered to attack their primary
objective (Hill 907). The successful assault on Difensa
was the basis for the 1968 motion picture titled The
Devil's Brigade. The 1st SSF immediately continued its
attack, assaulting Monte La Remetanea from 6 to 9
December. It captured Hill 720, starting from Monte
Sammucro on 25 December, and after difficulties
assaulted Monte Majo and Monte Vischiataro almost
simultaneously on 8 January 1944. During the

mountain campaign the 1st SSF suffered 77% casualties:
511 total, 91 dead, 9 missing, 313 wounded with 116
exhaustion cases. They were relieved by the 142nd

Infantry Regiment.

Anzio 1944
Following the Québec Conference in August 1943,

General Dwight D. Eisenhower was moved to London
to plan for the Normandy landings. Command of the
Mediterranean Theater was given to British General
Henry Maitland Wilson. General Sir Harold Alexander,
commanding the Allied Armies in Italy, had formulated
the plan to land Allied troops at Anzio in order to
outflank German positions in the area. German Field
Marshal Albert Kesselring commanded the four
German divisions at Anzio, which included the
Hermann Goering Division and the 35th Panzer Grena -
dier Regiment of the 16th SS Panzergrenadier Division
Reichsführer-SS Division. Combined German and
Italian  strength  at  Anzio  was  an  estimated  70,000
men. 

The Special Force Brigade was withdrawn from the
mountains in January and on 1 February was landed at
the beachhead created by Operation Shingle at Anzio,
south of Rome, replacing the 1st and 3rd Ranger
Battalions, which had suffered heavy losses at the
Battle of Cisterna. Their task was to hold and raid from
the right-hand flank of the beachhead marked by the
Mussolini Canal/Pontine Marshes. 1st Regiment was
positioned on the force's right front, which comprised
one-third of the entire line, while the 3rd Regiment
guarded the remaining two-thirds of the line. 2nd

Regiment, which had been reduced to three com pa -
nies following the attacks on La Difensa, Sammucio and
Majo, were tasked with running night patrols into Axis
territory. Shortly after the SSF took over the Mussolini
Canal sector, German units pulled back up to 0.5 miles
(0.80 km) to avoid their aggressive patrols. The force's
constant night raids forced Kesselring to fortify the
German positions in their area with more men than he
had originally planned. Reconnaissance missions
performed by the Devil's often went as deep as 1,500
feet (460 m) behind enemy lines. Frederick was greatly
admired by the soldiers of the First Special Service
Force for his willingness to fight alongside the men in
battle. On the beachhead in Anzio, for example, a
nighttime Force patrol walked into a German minefield
and was pinned down by machine gun fire. Colonel
Frederick ran into battle and assisted the litter bearers
in clearing the wounded Force members. German
prisoners were often surprised at how few men the
force actually contained. A captured German lieute -
nant admitted to being under the assumption that the
force was a division. Indeed, General Frederick ordered
several trucks to move around the forces area in order
to give the enemy the impression that the force
comprised more men than it actually did. An order was
found on another prisoner that stated that the
Germans in Anzio would be "fighting an elite Cana -
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dian-American Force. They are treacherous, unmerciful
and clever. You cannot afford to relax. The first soldier
or group of soldiers capturing one of these men will be
given a 10-day furlough”. 

It was at Anzio that the Germans dubbed the 1st

Special Service Force the "Black Devils." There is no
record of any German ever referring to the Force as
"The Devil's Brigade". That nickname was invented by
the author of the 1966 book which is of dubious history.
The 1968 film was based on the questionable book and
shared the same title, thus perpetuating the lie of that
nickname. They were referred to as "black" devils
because the brigade's members smeared their faces
with black boot polish for their covert operations in the
dark of the night. During Anzio, the 1st SSF fought for
99 days without relief. It was also at Anzio that the 1st

SSF used their trademark stickers; during night patrols
soldiers would carry stickers depicting the unit patch
and a slogan written in German: "Das dicke Ende
kommt noch," said to translate colloquially to "The
worst is yet to come". Its literal translation is actually
"The thick end is coming soon", implying that a larger
force was on its way imminently, placing these stickers
on German corpses and fortifications. Canadian and
American members of the Special Force who lost their
lives are buried near the beach in the Commonwealth
Anzio War Cemetery and the American Cemetery in
Nettuno, just east of Anzio. When the U.S. Fifth Army's
breakout offensive began on 25 May 1944, the 1st SSF
was sent against Monte Arrestino, and attacked Rocca
Massima on 27 May. The 1st SSF was given the assign -
ment of capturing seven bridges in the city to prevent
their demolition by the withdrawing Wehrmacht.
During the night of 4 June, members of the 1st SSF
entered Rome, one of the first Allied units to do so.
After they secured the bridges, they quickly moved
north in pursuit of the retreating Germans. In August
1944 1st SSF came under the command of Colonel
Edwin A. Walker when Brigadier General Frederick,
who had commanded the force since its earliest days,
left on promotion to major general to command the 1st

Airborne Task Force. 

France 1944
In 14 August 1944, the 1st SSF landed on the islands

of Port Cros and Île du Levant during Operation
Dragoon, the invasion of southern France. They fought
the small Battle of Port Cros in which they captured the
five forts on the islands from the German Army. Nine
men were killed in action or died of wounds received in
combat. On 22 August it was attached to the 1st

Airborne Task Force, a provisional Seventh Army air -
borne division, and later made part of the Task Force.
On 7 September it moved with the 1st Airborne Task
Force to defensive positions on the Franco-Italian
border. During the war the 1,800-man unit accounted
for some 12,000 German casualties, captured some
7,000 prisoners, and sustained an attrition rate of over
600%.

Disbandment 1944
The 1st SSF was disbanded on 5 December 1944 in

a field near [Villeneuve-Loubet], on the extreme
southeast Mediterranean coast of France. Villeneuve-
Loubet holds a special place in the history of the force,
not  only  because  the  unit  was  broken  up  there,
but also because it is one of the villages that the 1st SSF
had the hardest time capturing in southern France, on
26 August 1944.

The day the unit was disbanded, the American
commander held a parade honouring the unit. To end
the ceremony, the Canadian elements were dismissed
by being honoured by the American troops with a Pass
in Review, eyes right, officers salute. After the unit's
break up, the Canadians were sent to other Canadian
units (most of them became replace ments for the 1st

Canadian Parachute Battalion). Some American
members  were  sent  to  Airborne  Divisions as
replacements, others to Ranger Battalions, and still
others formed the 474th Infantry Regiment, which
served with the Third United States Army and per -
formed  occupation  duty  in  Norway.  United  States
Army Special Forces Groups (lineal descendants of 1st

Special Service Force) celebrate Menton Day every
December 5 with their Canadian military comrades and
surviving members of the force. Usually there is a
combined parachute jump, a pass in review, and a
formal ball.

CSOR 2006
Recruiting for the new unit took place in early 2006,

and the first CSOR selection course took place with
approximately 175 candidates. 

On 13 August 2006, an official stand-up ceremony
for the Canadian Special Operations Regiment took
place at the unit's home station, Canadian Forces Base
(CFB) Petawawa, with approximately 250 soldiers
participating. The ceremony included a skills demon -
stra tion including rappelling from helicopters, and both
static and freefall parachuting. It was also announced
that the second training serial of CSOR recruits would
take  place  in  early  2007.  The  first  Commanding
Officer and Regimental Sergeant-Major of CSOR were
Lieute nant Colonel (LTCOL) Jamie Hammond and
Chief Warrant Officer (CWO) Gerald Scheidl. Sub -
sequent command teams were LTCOL Greg Smith and
CWO Daniel Brissette, LTCOL John Vass and CWO
Daniel Brissette, LTCOL Hank Szelecz and CWO Tom
Verner and LTCOL Steven Hunter and CWO L. Mike
Gauley.

The regiment suffered its first casualty on 24 June
2011: Master-Corporal Francis Roy died in a non-
combat incident while deployed in Kandahar Province,
Afghanistan. In 2013, the unit competed in an
international Special Forces Competition held in
Jordan, coming in 3rd place after Chinese Special Police
teams took 1st and 2nd place. In March 2015, Sgt
Andrew Joseph Doiron was killed by friendly fire while
serving on Operation Impact in Iraq.
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Operations
The Regiment maintained a presence in Afghanis -

tan from 2006 to 2014 in support of Canada's mission
in Afghanistan.

Under the auspices of the Anti-Crime Capacity
Building Program of Global Affairs Canada, CSOR
conducted training with both the Jamaican Defence
Force and the Belizean Defence Force, culminating in
Exercise Tropical Dagger.

CSOR participates in Exercise Flintlock, a Special
Operations Forces–focused exercise planned, co -
ordinated and executed by African partner nations and
sponsored by United States Africa Command.

CSOR participates in the CANSOFCOM com mit -
ment to Operation Impact, the Canadian Armed
Forces' support to the international military inter ven -
tion against ISIL in Iraq and Syria.

In the execution of its mandate, CSOR personnel
have been recognized for their operational excellence,
such as receipt of the Star and Medals of Military
Valour, Chief of Defence Staff Commendations, men -
tions-in-dispatches, Meritorious Service Decora tions,
among other honours and awards.

Tasks 
CSOR provides CANSOFCOM, the CAF and the

Government of Canada with a versatile and multi-
mission force that is capable of delivering tactical to
strategic level effects.

The Regiment deliver a robust, flexible and high-
readiness expeditionary force that can be deployed
abroad or in defence of Canada. They can be used as
a strategic asset for the Government of Canada. We
are capable of breaching and disrupting enemy defen -
sive systems, strike, seizure and control operations.

Organisation
While the Regiment is composed of personnel from

the Canadian Army, Royal Canadian Navy and Royal
Canadian Air Force, it is part of CANSOFCOM, a joint
command reporting directly to the Chief Defence Staff,
responsible for providing agile, high-readiness Special
Operations Forces capable of operating across the
spectrum of conflict at home and abroad.

CANSOF COM is composed of CSOR, 427 Special
Operations Aviation Squadron (SOAS), and the
Canadian Special Operations Training Centre in
Petawawa, Joint Task Force 2 (JTF-2) in Ottawa, and
the Canadian Joint Incident Response Unit in Trenton.
The current CSOR command team is Commanding
Officer, LTCOL Michael Laplante and Regimental
Sergeant Major (RSM), Chief Warrant Officer (CWO)
Jeff Chalmer.

Battle Honours
Monte Camino – Monte la Difensa – Monte la

Remetanea – Monte Majo – Anzio – Rome – Advance
to the Tiber – Italy, 1943-1944 – Southern France –
North-West Europe, 1944 – Afghanistan.

Being “Badged” 
Members of the Regiment continue to wear the

Regimental or CORPS badge of the parent unit/CORPS
they came from, i.e. Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light
Infantry (PPCLI), Royal Canadian Regiment (RCR), Royal
Canadian Service Corps (RCSC) etc etc. Behind the
Regt/CORPS badge is a black felt backing similar to
the backing behind 1st & 2nd Commando Regiments hat
badges. Only qualified SOF operators can wear the
black backing behind their Regt/CORPS crests. This
denotes that they are “Badged” similar to what the UK
& NZ SF do in their SF Regts. The item that binds them
all together is the Sandy Beret which denotes they are
from CANSOFCOM. 

The Regiment Culture
The CSOR badge represents many aspects of the

culture and history of the regiment. The V-42 Stilleto1 is
recognized as the fighting knife of the FSSF and links
CSOR to allied American Special Forces organizations
and is the main CANSOFCOM symbol. The crossed
arrows signify friendship and are a direct link to the 1st

Canadian Special Service Battalion, which is viewed as
the founding Canadian Special Operation Forces Unit.
The laurel wreath defines the knowledge of SF opera -
tors as educators and captures the unique role of
CSOR as warrior diplomats and teachers of foreign
forces. The wings signify swiftness, exemplified in the
unit's readiness to undertake operations around the
world. The motto, Audeamus, translates to "Let us
dare". It encapsulates that the Regiment will accept
any task and will step up to any challenge that comes
its way.

The Canadian Special Operations Regiment was
authorized the regimental standard by the Governor
General, David Johnston, on 15 April 2015. CSOR's
regimental  march  is  "Over  the  Hills  and  Far  Away",

1The V-42 stiletto was a stiletto and fighting knife issued during World
War II to the First Special Service Force(1st SSF or FSSF, a.k.a. Devil's
Brigade), a joint Canadian/American Commando unit.

Commander CANSOFCOM inspects operators from CSOR.
Note: Operators are wearing their Regimental crest on their sandy

berets & black backing behind their Regt crests. 
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a traditional British folk song thought to date back to
the 16th century and popularized during the
Napoleonic Wars during the 1700s. The Regimental
drink is whisky and was chosen in recognition of the
regiment's lineage to the FSSF. On 5 December 1943,
while stationed in Italy and during the Battle for Monte
la Difensa, the FSSF went into a defensive posture
once Monte la Difensa was secured. Colonel Robert T.
Fredrick, commander of the FSSF, directed his assistant
commander, Colonel Paul Adams, to get 15 cases of
whisky to bolster the spirits of his soldiers. The men's
rations were supplemented that night with whisky
which greatly improved morale. The Regimental drink
is used to welcome newly badged Special Forces
Operators to the regiment and during mess dinners in
order to toast the Regiment.

The special forces badge is awarded to personnel
once they complete the Special Forces Course and
become badge special forces operators. The arrow -
head is symbolic of the FSSF, the V-42 symbolizes both
the connection to the FSSF and allegiance to
CANSOFCOM. The lightweight combat utility tool,
referred to in the regiment as "the tomahawk", is
issued to each Special Forces Operator. In addition to
being an element of their operational equipment, the
tomahawk represents the great contribution of
Canada's Indigenous peoples to the development of
irregular and special warfare. The origin of the steel
tomahawk comes from the boarding axes used by
marines during naval combat. The design of the head
was a proven utility item and if needed a combat
weapon. Its use flourished by both French and British
frontiersman as well as a trade item to Indigenous
peoples. The first European military uses in North
America came from the original French Marine Militia
dispatched to New France and later was an issued item
among British colonial regiments, specifically the
colonial-raised ranger regiments, one of the most
famous of which was Captain Rogers' Rangers2 who
conducted scout and special operations missions
during the French and Indian War. During the War of
American Independence Captain Rogers fought for
Britain against the Continental Army.

Article Source - Wikipedia

2Rogers' Rangers was initially a provincial company from the colony of
New Hampshire, attached to the British Armyduring the Seven Years'
War (French and Indian War). The unit was quickly adopted into the
British army as an independent ranger company. Major Robert Rogers
trained the rapidly deployed light infantry force tasked mainly with
reconnaissance as well as conducting special operations against  distant
targets. 

A CSOR Operator parachutes onto a DZ at Fort Lewis,
Washington State, USA during the 65th Anniversary of the

1st Special Forces Group.

A BLAST FROM THE PAST 
THE MARCHING SONG OF 1 COMPANY 

From ‘Strike Swiftly’, The 1 Cdo Coy Assoc Newsletter - Spring Edition 1991
Mike Downey’s ‘’Old Unit Marching…Doubling…Song

“We’re One Commando Company, a sad and sorry bunch. We may be beat in battle, but we’re never late for lunch.”

“We climb the cliffs like monkeys, and tumble down like stones. You can always mark our passage by the curse
of Sgt. Holmes.”

“O shield my eyes for what is this I see, that unhappy bunch of bastards, of One Commando Company.”

“We march across the country and we run along the road. They call us Grant’s Greyhounds were bloodied and were bowed.”

“Our feet are sore and blistered, our aching backs are tired. We look like things the Hunchback of Notre Dame had sired.”

“We run, we march, God help us how we move, and damned if I can tell you, what it’s all supposed to prove.”

“When from terror and exhaustion, at last we come to die. We’ll speed march to the pearly gates but Peter he will cry.”

“About turn on the double you silly fellows you. You’ve misread all your maps again, it’s the other place for you.”

“Old Nick will quit from Hades, he will flee when he learns he’s been raided, by One Commando Company,”

Forword by: Jeff Ireson – ACA NSW

COMMANDO FOR LIFE
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FROM THE PEN OF HARRY BELL 
2nd/9th Commando Squadron, WW2

Well winter is upon us at last and old bones
seem to feel it more than they once used.
Or is that just mine? Since I last wrote, the

main news has been how Anzac was or was not
celebrated and it was certainly heart-warming to see
how people rose to the occasion, from South Australia
(Ted MacMillan, 2/9 Cdo Sqn) to Queensland (Bill
Justo, 2/9 Cdo Sqn, and Andrew MacKay, son of the
late Ken, 2/10 Cdo Sqn) to Northern NSW (Faith
Hammond, widow of David, 2/10 Cdo Sqn, at Tam -
worth) to Lola Workman (widow of Ted, 2/10 Cdo Sqn,
at Dee Why) and Caz Willis (daughter of the late Mick
Willis, 2/10 Cdo Sqn & 6 Div Cav Cdo Regt, in the
Southern Highlands). They all had their stories of
lighted candles, lone pipers (my daughter, Fiona, was
standing at her gate in Dulwich Hill, NSW, when a lone
bugler began to play The Last Post, a block away,
everybody, including passing traffic, stood still, rapt.)
and like-minded neighbours. Here in Bowral, Caz left at
my front door a large sprig of rosemary, tied with
brown, red and green ribbons, before going, alone to
the Bowral War Memorial to lay her own wreath: a large
bunch of home-grown rosemary. Maureen Williams
(widow of Bill, 2/9 Cdo Sqn) was on the road, in her
motor-home – she was actually heading for a rally of
these elderly, intrepid explorers to have been held at
Alice Springs, when the pandemic intervened. 

Meanwhile, the ever-reliable Scott Ellice-Flint, son
of the late John (2/11 Armoured Car Reg’t and 2/10
Cdo Sqn) had been in touch with a view to our
attending the Bowral War Memorial at 0800, where the
local RSL Sub-Branch was organising for a few wreaths
to be laid by Legacy and the Sub-Branch. Scott has

custody of the banner behind which
the 2/6 Cav (Cdo) Regt Ass’n used to
march in Sydney, so we agreed that he
would bring that along and that we would
get a nice wreath of brown, red and green for us to lay.
All duly came to pass. Kathie drove me there, (wearing
Caz’s rosemary) and Scott’s wife Lee, together with
daughter Kate, and her boyfriend, stood to attention as
Scott and I staggered up the path to the memorial. Or
rather, I staggered while Scott marched! (You have the
photo.) No cheering crowds but very moving.

Another old mate of mine was descended on by
press and television as he stood at his front gate in
Seaforth, SA, beside his battalion banner. That was 96-
year-old Jack Holder, whom I had met in 2005 as a
fellow-member of a mission sent by DVA to PNG to
celebrate the 60th anniversary of the surrender of the
Japanese Army at Wewak (13.09.45). Not a Com -
mando but almost: Jack served for some time in the
Northern Territory with “Curtin’s Cowboys”, aka
Northern Australian Observation Unit. This was an
entirely independent unit, whose colour-patch was a
Double Diamond and many of whose members
became Commandos after it was disbanded in 1943.
Indeed, the “Nackeroos” fitted the original model of a
“Com mando”: the lightly-armed, highly mobile
(horsed) Boer formations which were such a headache
for the imperial troops in South Africa. Following its
dis bandment Jack served as a “Ginger Beer” in
Bougain ville and then at Aitape and Wewak. For many
years, Jack has been very actively involved in the
welfare of disabled soldiers and, after a recent series of
mis fortunes, has become one himself; widowed, a
stroke survivor – and 96 on 9th June! Happy 96th Jack!

All those mentioned above are well, or “as well as
can be expected” except Andrew Mackay who has
slipped back a bit in recent months. Add the
indestructible Eric Geldard, of Miles, Qld (2/9 Cdo
Sqn) who is steadfastly independent.

I noted with interest the advice from ACAVIC of the
death of Jack Hanson, believed to have been the last
survivor of 2 Company, aka 2/2 Aust Commando
Squadron, which, until relieved by 2/4 Sqn, was the
sole organised force opposing the Japanese invasion
of Timor Este. I say “believed to have been the last”
because it is always possible that there is somebody
out there who has eluded the keepers of records. Jack
had a younger brother, Les, in 2/9 Cdo Sqn, who pre -
deceased Jack. It was from Dick Pelling, too, that I
learned that Bill Justo, 2/9 Cdo Sqn, had been made
an Honorary Life member of the Queensland
Commando Association. Bill, currently resident in a
retirement village, had never mentioned it to me. I
have mentioned Bill before: he became Sig. Sgt in B

L-R: Kate Ellice-Flint (granddaughter of John Ellice-Flint (2/10 Cdo
Sqn)), Harry Bell (2/9 Cdo Sqn) & Scott Ellice-Flint (son of John
Ellice-Flint (2/10 Cdo Sqn)) with the 6 Div Cdo Regt Banner at

Bowral War Memorial, NSW on ANZAC Day 2020.
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Troop, 2/9 Cdo Sqn when Pat Keating went home with
the 5 X 2 troops (those who had served for at least 5
years, including at least 2 years overseas.) I got to know
him well, especially when we finished up in the same
Battalion in Rabaul in 1946. A fellow of infinite jest, as
fond of an argument as the late Tom Killen (2/9 & 6 Div
Cav) but who is more intent on taking part in the
argument than on which side he is taking. It is the
word-play that Bill enjoys, and he never misses an
opportunity for a joke.

There have been two anniversaries since last
edition: V.E. Day and Anzac Day. I have previously
described how we were in a landing barge early in the
morning of 08.05.45 when a Fairmile rushed up to tell
us the European news. “Big Deal”, we said and pushed
it out of our minds. It was irrelevant to our proposed
landing at Dove Bay on 11.05! The other, Anzac Day,
did not rate a mention in my letter home of 24.04.45.
We had arrived at But for the commencement of
Amphibious Training and I don’t think anybody could
have given it a thought. The best I can do is to quote
some of my letter home, dated 07.06.45; 75 years ago,
on the day I am typing this: 07.06. 2020: 

“Well, the mail system is considerably better
these days. A letter from you today dated 31st May!
And I think most of your letters are getting through.

Have just finished the last of the cakes and I’m
very sorry. They were both Comforts Fund and were
very nice. The second one was packed by you. Your
parcel has also been demolished – I could have
eaten all the biscuits on my own, in one sitting Well,
almost. [Mum’s plain biscuits, made on dripping and
flour, were the Section’s favourites – I had to battle
to keep a few for myself!]. No sign of the parcel you
mentioned with socks, but the ointment has arrived
OK thanks.

The tucker has continued to be quite fair: fritters
yesterday, that were actually edible and a steamed
pudding last night, with dried apples in it. And the
other day when we came in from a patrol, we had
logan berries and cream – I’ve never seen them
before and they’re the best tinned fruit I know –
except, perhaps, cherries. The ‘cream” of course
was whipped up from tinned milk. But I still can’t
take these stews; I prefer cold bully with a little
tomato sauce. And the porridge, of slightly mouldy
do biscuits, isn’t the best. Still, I’ve been eating
pretty well – and we’ve been getting fresh bread
every few days!

Talking about fruit, we’ve been having a few
guavas lately and you can get a few little sort of
wild passion fruit. They’re yellow, about the size of
a very small cherry and taste a bit like a grape. If
you could get a few dozen, they’d be quite a
decent feed. Also, we’ve a couple of papaw trees
growing on our ridge and we’ve been keeping an
anxious eye on them. They’re all green at present
and as soon as a slight tinge of yellow appears,
someone will dive on ‘em and keep ‘em to ripen.

There’s quite a little competition for them.
This is quite a pretty spot – steep down one side

and very thickly grown, the side nearer the sea is
more gradually sloping and more open. The edge
of it, along which we are camped – i.e. the crest – is
heavily grown with slight, little saplings, but we’ve
cleared these away a bit inside our tight perimeter.
There’s no high ground between here and the coast
and you can look straight across the plantation (still
green, though it’s now a pitiful travesty of a
plantation, all bomb-torn and strafed) to the sea.

I hadn’t seen about the bar to Fergy’s DSO but
it would be for his work during recent months . . .
not far East of us. He’s been doing a good job, by
all accounts.
I’ll stop there; I’m only about half way through the

letter, which indicates that we were resting at home
that day while 4 or 5 Section, or both, were on full-day
patrols. We were then overlooking Mandi Plantation, a
couple of thousand yards east of Wewak. A few
explanations: the improvement in the tucker was
because, after our previous long stint in the Torricelli
Range, where we depended for food on air drops or
cargo-lines we were now supplied by barge and the
depot was only a couple of hours march away, albeit
that the track along the beach was in view and in range
of the one elusive artillery piece that the Japs still had.

Between us and the plantation was a stretch of thick
lantana, interspersed with a few guavas. Harvesting
these was a bit tricky but worth the effort and the risk.
The papaws? As usual, we had moved on before they
ripened.

“Fergy” was Brigadier Maurice A., Fergusson, MC,
DSO & Bar, a first war digger who had been the
original CO of our Regiment and later in the war,
Commander of 8 Independent Brigade, a CMF unit
that fought a great campaign east of the Sepik River.
We had got to know him while I was still at school and
he was commanding a Brigade of the Armoured
Division, in camp at Wee Waa.

So long for now; best wishes from...
Harry Bell 

(2/9 Cdo Sqn)

COMMANDO FOR LIFE
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In 1955 a letter from Army HQ to the Royal Marines, was sent seeking approval
for Australian Commandos to be allowed to wear the Sherwood Green Beret.
The Commandant Royal Marines grants approval for all qualified Australian

commandos to wear the Sherwood Green Beret once they were deemed Commando
Qualified on 27 July 1955. Captain George Cardy of 1 Commando Company is
awarded the first Sherwood Green Beret in Australia on 14 July 1956.  

From August 1998, Commando Qualified Operators at 4 RAR Commando were
authorised to wear the Sherwood Green Beret and the ‘Squashed Moth’ Parachute
wings, although the unit remained wearing the RAR Shoulder titles. 

The story explaining the origin of the current 1st Commando Regiment badge
has been told often, usually with only minor variations. But one main point
of difference remains. Who, if any one person, should be credited with the

design of the badge that is worn so proudly on the Sherwood Green Beret of the 1st

Commando Regiment.?  
In a letter of 3 August 1955, the Military Board requested

a suggested design for badges, both head dress and collar be
forwarded for its consideration. A number of other letters
were also written.

According to Peter Collins' book, SS - the Australian
Commando Story (page 88) Mac Grant and Peter Seddon
discussed this after May 1956. 

In an excellent article in the 1 Commando Association magazine, Brian Murphy reports that
toward the end of 1956 a competition was announced for the design of a new beret badge, open
to all members of 1 and 2 Commando Companies.  Until this time all Commandos wore the
traditional 'Rising Sun' hat badge. Brian believes that if his memory was correct, the winning
design was submitted by WO2 Ron Smith from 2 Commando Company.

Ron Smith, at that time a Parachute Jump Instructor (PJI), was one of the Warrant Officers
selected by Major `Mac' Grant to train in Britain with the Royal Marines. Ron was posted to
Melbourne on his return, and acted as CSM. Colonel Peter Seddon has recently written that he
asked for suggestions for a unit badge.  The design that appealed most to Major Seddon at the
time was submitted by Ronald Nordhoff, a CMF (Citizens Military Force) Warrant Officer, as
Seddon recalls. Peter Seddon has no reason to doubt that the present badge is based on Ronald
Nordhoff's design, which was approved by Seddon. 

Brigadier Grant, at that time Major Grant, OC of 1 Commando Company, confirms that when
Peter Seddon sent Nordhoff's design to Sydney for comment, after discussion with his own staff
and possibly some minor changes, he and Major Seddon agreed on the final design. It is this
design - with the Commando Dagger, Australian Boomerang and the Commando's creed, "Strike
Swiftly" - that Major Seddon forwarded to Southern Command for approval.

In 2010 the 1st Commando Regiment Hat Badge with approval of Army HQ for the Commando
Dagger to be changed to the AAS in line with the AAS on 2nd Commando Regiment’s Hat Badge. A Black Felt Shield was
added as a backing to the Regimental Badge same as 2nd Commando Regiment for Qualified Operators. 

Original Article from: Strike Swiftly - 40 years of 2 Commando Company 1955 – 1995.

Editor’s Note
There is still uncertainty of when the badge was first worn and those that have made comment have always given a

year but no official date has been supplied.
Somewhere in a 10 month period between 16 August 1957 - 21 June 1958 which included the 10/57 Basic Parachute

Course & the 13/58 Basic Parachute Course, the ‘Rising Sun’ hat badge had been changed to the ‘Strike Swiftly’ Badge.
If you have any information into the date of authorisation of the Strike Swiftly hat badge, please contact Mr Barry Grant,
Immediate Past President ACA NSW: barrygrant1958@hotmail.com and or Doug Knight, ACA VIC President:
acavic_president@commando.org.au

THE SHERWOOD GREEN BERET, THE BOOMERANG
AND THE COMMANDO DAGGER

The Story of The Strike Swiftly Badge & The Commando Beret 
Input by Mr Barry Higgins – ACA VIC & Mr Phil Thamm – PTS Historian 

Commando Beret with 1 Commando
Regiment Hat Badge 1957/58 - 2010.

Commando Berets with 2 Commando
Regiment Hat Badge 2009 - Present &
4 RAR Commando (RAR) Hat Badge

1998 - 2009.

1 Commando Regiment
Hat Badge 

1957/58 - 2010.

1 Commando Regiment
Hat Badge 

2010 - Present.

COMMANDO FOR LIFE
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Once the curtain
had come down
on World War II

and following their dis -
charge from the Services, a
small group of former
Coast watchers of ‘M’ Spe -
cial Unit met regularly on
each Saturday morning to
crack a few beers and to
‘chew the fat’ at the Cathed -
ral Hotel in Swans ton Street,
Melbourne. 

It was at such a gather -
ing that the idea came up
that we should incorporate an Association of the
Commando Companies (originally the Independent
Companies but who had been redesignated as Cavalry
Commando Squadrons in 1943 and then altered to just
Commando Squadrons in 1944) and ‘M’ Special Unit
(the Coastwatchers) and ‘Z’ Special Unit (the
Saboteurs).

The purpose of the Association was to document a
record of their wartime missions and operations so that
their history was not lost.

There were eleven original Independent Com -
panies, each with their own colour patch on a Double-
Diamond shape, except for the colour green, which
had been dedicated to the 1st Independent Company,
but now to become the basic colour of the Association
itself while also emblazoned with the letter’s ‘M’ and
‘Z’.

Unfortunately, the deployment of the first three
Independent Companies (into Timor, Ambon and
Rabaul) as part of the ‘Malay Barrier’ defence strategy
was a disaster. Each company was overwhelmed by the
invading Japanese forces and suffered appalling
casualty rates with many killed in action, others
drowned (on the POW ship Montevideo Maru) and
some prisoners even massacred or beheaded.

However, the operations of the remaining Inde -
pendent Companies played a vital role in the Allied
success in the Pacific war by conducting many suc -
cessful campaigns in New Guinea, New Britain,
Bougainville and Borneo while the survivors of the 1st

Independent Company (that is, those not killed or
captured to later drown on the Montevideo Maru) were
transferred to the Coastwatchers. It was while playing
their important role in the Coastwatcher warning
system that advised enemy warships and bombers
headed to Guadalcanal, that led to their contribution
being acknowledged by Admiral ‘Bull’ Halsey, when he

pronounced that ‘The
Coastwatchers saved Gua -
dal  canal, and Guadalcanal
saved the South Pacific.’
See ‘How the Coast -
watchers Turned the Tide of
the Pacific War’.

Reverting back to 1946,
when we had each kicked in
a 10-shilling note to get the
Association started, I
became the Treasurer and
we developed a recruiting
strategy. I can no longer
remember the processes

but a quarterly Double Diamond magazine certainly
helped the cause, and over the following years, we
reached a staggering membership, peaking at over
700.

Over those years, we held Committee meetings
every month at Jack Burrell’s home in Ashburton,
commencing with the ‘Ode’ and finishing with a nice
supper by his wife Marcia. The members would also
meet yearly at Binks’ home to commemorate Anzac
Day while squandering a nine-gallon keg ’til the early
hours of the morning.

We rotated the Presidency every two years and in
1969, during my own term as President, I led the
members to the Shrine on Anzac Day, when we got
thoroughly drenched in the pouring rain. The
Association had also originally set up a Welfare Fund to
provide financial assistance to any struggling veterans.

During this early period, we worked hard to raise
funds to negotiate with the Parks authorities for a
commemorative memorial at Tidal River, where the

THE BIRTH OF THE COMMANDO ASSOCIATION
VICTORIA

By Mr James ‘Jim’ Burrows, OAM. – M Special Unit, WW2

Original Commando Association Victoria Banner

Original Commando Association Victoria Commemorative March
@ Tidal River, Wilsons Promontory.



COMMANDO ~ The Magazine of the Australian Commando Association ~ Edition 3 I 2020 61

early Independent Companies had been trained in
1941: six months before Pearl Harbor! This memorial is
now the site of our yearly pilgrimage of commemo -
ration.

However, Father Time rolled on and we gradually
lost so many members that the decision was made to
pass the banner (literally!) to the younger generation
Commandos based in Williamstown. In doing so we
also bestowed them our Welfare Funds amounting to
$68,045.59 (amount confirmed by Glenn MacDonald),
with the approval of the strict Patriotic Council.

The Trustees – (feisty) Con Bell and (gentleman)
Jack Johansen – had done an excellent job over the
years and, together with our (stoic) secretary Ron
Hamilton, had held the show together. Then, at a
meeting with the then President 1st Commando
Regiment Association Victoria, Dick Pelling and his
Executives in March 2010, they formally handed over
the historic records (including copies of the Double
Diamond magazine) for the prosperity of their
Association during a meeting.

Finally, as I mentioned as guest speaker at the Tidal
River commemoration in 2016, ‘I wish to record the
sincere appreciation of the few of us “who are left grow
old” from the original Commando Association, for the
care and attention of the second Commando
Association generation, and particularly for the annual
commemorations at the Tidal River pilgrimage’. See
‘The Origin of the Independent Companies and
Training at Tidal River’. Fortunately, as a ‘quid pro quo’,
it has meant that younger generation Commandos
have been able to march in the forefront of the Anzac
Day parades over the years, instead of being relegated
to the rear behind World War II contingents.

Author’s Note:
The early history of the Commando Association

written above has never been previously recorded and
whilst there may be an occasional duplication of fact or
comment, I make no excuse about it, as I have wanted

each article to ‘stand alone’ as complete, within its
particular subject, without the reader having to wander
off to another reference.

Original Article From: 
The Last Coast Watcher, By James Burrowes, OAM.

Editor’s Timeline:
• From 1946/7 to March 2010, the Commando

Association Victoria was active.
• From 1983 – December 2005, the 2 Commando

Company Association Inc. was active.
• In December 2005, the 2 Cdo Coy Assoc Inc

changed to 1st Commando Regiment Association
Victoria Inc.

• From December 2005 to December 2011 - 1st

Commando Regiment Association Victoria Inc. was
active.

• In March 2010, The Commando Association Victoria
amalgamated with 1st Commando Regiment
Association Victoria Inc.

• In December 2011, the 1st Commando Regiment
Association Victoria Inc. became the Australian
Commando Association Victoria Inc.

The Amalgamation Meeting of Cdo Assoc Vic and
1 Cdo Regt Assoc Vic, held at Oakleigh RSL, March 2010. 

L-R: Glenn MacDonald, Lindsay Lorrain, Dick Pelling, 
Pete Beasley, Ron Hamilton & Keith Johnstone.

• Specialist training for the resource and infrastructure
industry 

• Highly qualified and industry experienced trainers
• State of the art training facilities and methods

including fixed and mobile simulators
• High quality, effective, efficient and SAFE training

solutions tailored to meet our clients’ needs
• Mobile and Flexible, we can bring the training and

the equipment to you anywhere, anytime
• Online eLearning available for theory components of

courses
• Courses include Standard 11, Supervisor, First

Aid/CPR, Low voltage rescue, High Voltage Switching,
Hazardous Areas, test and tag Work at heights,
Confined space, breathing apparatus, gas test
atmospheres, permit courses, Safety Observer,
Rescue Operations and more

Plumpton Training Services Pty Ltd
RTO# 31600
T: +61 4951 0041
A: B01/16 Harbour Road, Mackay QLD 4740
E: training@plumptongroup.com
W: www.plumptongroup.com 

RTO# 31600
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Truckloads of Courses to Get You Moving

Call us today on 1800 350 320
Or send us an email to info@tdttraining.com.au

• Truck Licensing (LR to MC) • Load Restraint/Secure Cargo
• Forklift Licence • Earthmoving/Plant Equipment
• Order Picker Licence • Construction Induction Card
• EWP/Boom Lift & Scissor Lift • Chain of Responsibility
• Dangerous Goods • Work Diary
• Traffic Management/Control • Onsite Training

Fatigue Management courses
• TLIF0005 Apply a Fatigue Risk Management System
• TLIF0006 Administer a Risk Fatigue Management System

TDT Training Australia is Victorian Worksafe and VicRoads accredited
RTO ID 6855. Please visit tdttraining.com.au for more information

HALLAM (Head Office) ~ Ph: 03 9703 2488
4/161 Princes Highway, Hallam VIC 3803

BENDIGO ~ Ph: 03 5448 5515
154-156 Midland Highway, Epsom VIC 3551

SALE ~ Ph: 03 5143 1177
164 Patten Street, Sale VIC 3850

SUNSHINE ~ Ph: 03 9318 0690
Level 3, 58 Boundary Road, Sunshine West VIC 3020

BALLARAT ~ Ph: 03 5335 5838
55 Wallis Street, Delacombe VIC 3356

TDT Training Australia RTO No. 6855

Call us 1800 350 320 www.tdttraining.com.au

AUCTIONS

Sporting Rifles & Shotguns
Militaria,  Vintage,  Handguns 
Edged Weapons,  Collectables

Accessories
2 AUCTIONS PER YEAR

www.australianfinearms.com.au 
info@australianfinearms.com.au

F.D.L.   962-628-40F
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Ifirst met Jim Ellwood in 2016 when
the long overdue plaque dedicated
to the Operatives who had served in

Special Operations Australia (SOA) in
World War Two was installed in the
grounds of the Australian War Memorial
in Canberra. I only had a brief oppor -
tunity to speak with him at that time, but
I was determined to ensure that he and
his very ‘special band of brothers’ who
had served in Portuguese Timor in both
Sparrow Force/Lancer Force in 1941 and
1942, and later with the Services Recon -
naissance Depart ment (SRD) from 1943
to 1945 would be remembered in the
‘Battlefield Guide to Timor Leste’
covering over 1,000 battles from World
War II, through the 24-year Inde pen -
dence War, to recent United Nations
opera tions. 

Only eight other Australian service -
men served in both capacities in Portuguese Timor and
they were a very ‘small band of brothers’ indeed. 

Operation Sunlag to relieve Operation Lagarto
• Captain Steve Stevenson, ex 2nd/4th Independent

Company.
• Sergeant Rod Dawson, ex 2nd/4th Independent Com -

pany. He died of fever and malnutrition in Australia
after being extracted on 10 August 1945.

Operation Suncob to relieve Operation Cobra
• Captain Phil Wynne, ex 2nd/4th Independent Com -

pany, prisoner of war in Dili.
• Sergeant John ‘Blossom’ Lawrence, ex 2nd/2nd

Independent Company, who was also prisoner of
war in Dili. He was a very tough person as when
under interrogation he tried to bite his tongue in
half and bash his head against the wall in an
attempt to render himself incapable of responding
to questions. The Japanese forced prisoners to
kneel on a four-inch log, with another behind the
knee and the victim's buttocks were forced down to
their heels which was an excruciating procedure
accompanied by bashing and whipping.

Operation Sunable to land Ossu
• Lieutenant Des ‘Panco’ Williams, ex 2nd/4th Inde -

pendent Company. Killed in action near Cape
Batoemerah on 4 July 1945.

• Sergeant Jack Shand, ex 2nd/4th Independent Com -
pany. Prisoner of war in Dili.

Operation Sunbaker to enter Flores
• Lieutenant Joe Wilkins, ex 2nd/4th

Independent Com pany. Killed in flying
battle over Aileu on 17 May 1945 on
RAAF Liberator A72-159.

• Corporal Des Lilya, ex 2nd/2nd Inde -
pendent Com pany. Killed in flying
battle over Aileu on 17 May 1945 on
RAAF Liberator A72-159.
Jim Ellwood is the last man standing.

He was initial ly an infantry machine
gunner in Northern Territory Force then
he became a signaller and cypher
operator in Headquarters Sparrow
Force/Lancer Force, then an Operative in
the SRD Operation Lagarto before
becoming a prisoner of war in Portu -
guese Timor.
Search https://asecretwar.com/operation-
lagarto and https://doublereds.org.au/
history/men-of-the-22/vx/alfred-james-

ellwood-r301/
This time around, in January 2020 I met him at his

home in Melbourne and was able to ask him at length
about his experiences in a relaxed environment. He
showed me the sarong that he had worn along with
shorts to hold his pistol when he swam into the Timor
Sea to be extracted by the US submarine near the
mouth of the Dilor River on 10 February 1943.

World War 2
Jim Ellwood was born on 16 December 1921, and

he enlisted in the AIF just after the Japanese attack on
Pearl Harbour. He joined Sparrow Force in Portuguese
Timor as an acting Corporal in the Signals and Cypher
Unit on 12 September 1942 along with the advance
party of the 2nd/4th Independent Company onboard
HMAS Kalgoorlie. Sparrow Force was reinforced by the
2nd/4th Independent Company on 23 September 1942
and the name of the force was changed on 18 Novem -
ber 1942 for military security reasons. 

He volunteered to be part of the 13-man stay
behind S Force  when  Lancer  Force  was  extracted on
9-10 January 1943. He told me that S Force had not
lasted very long. Indeed, the Japanese were on their
rear-guard hammer pretty well from the outset for a
month. He was very modest and as a signaller he said
that never in a million years would he claim any such
elevation to the ranks of those legendary Commandos
in the 2nd/2nd and 2nd /4th Independent Company’s.

He said that he could remember, and will always
remember, the tears shed on the beach, by grown men

A VERY SPECIAL BAND OF TIMOR BROTHERS
THE LAST MAN STANDING

By Jim Truscott ACA VIC

VX67548 Corporal Jim Ellwood
on 19 February 1943, the day

after the US Submarine Gudgeon
delivered the 13 troops from

S Force to its base in Fremantle
after extracting them from near

the Dilor River mouth on the
south coast on 10 February 1943.
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and creados alike, when the SRD Operation Lizard III
Operatives, and the ragged S Force were extracted by
the US submarine, to relative safety, by the skin of their
teeth adding that the poor bloody creados, far from
home, with no one to help them were well and truly up
the proverbial creek. Getting to their home villages
would have been a chancy business at the best of
times. Sadly, Private Dennis Fitness from the 2nd/4th

Independent Company was too ill to be evacuated and
was also left behind and his body never recovered. Jim
Ellwood returned to Fremantle on the submarine on 18
February 1943, and was promoted to acting Sergeant
on 26 April 1943. 

He was recruited by SRD when in Hollywood
hospital in Perth suffering from dysentery and malaria,
and transferred to Z Special Unit on 29 May 1943. He
landed at the mouth of the Dilor River by motor launch
on 27 July 1943 to join Operation Lagarto which had
inserted one month before. He was commissioned in
the field by SRD as an acting Lieutenant on 15
September 1943, to be equal in rank to the Portuguese
Army Lieutenant Pires who was in charge. Pires was a
former Provincial Administrator who resented the mere
Australian Sergeant preferring it to be an all-Portu -
guese affair. 

Most of the Lagarto
Operatives were cap -
tured on 29 September
1943 following aggres -
sive Japanese patrolling
aided by hostile natives.
Jim Ellwood was taken to
Dili and held in a cell
beneath the veranda in
the house opposite the
Japanese Consulate. On
1 February 1944, he was
taken to a drop zone near
Ossu when Operation
Cobra was being in -
serted. Barely able to
walk at the time he un -
successfully tried to warn the incoming Operatives
about the Japanese ‘reverse radio’ trap by punching a
negro guard. He was punished by being left in the sun
for two days and then forced to run behind a horse
before he was dragged along and then taken by truck
back to Dili.

He was moved to Lautem in approximately April
1944 and was returned to Dili about September 1944.
He was then held in a larger cell in the smaller of two
houses opposite the Japanese consulate. In late
Novem ber 1944, he was moved to the Japanese Signal
Corps Camp on the outskirts of Dili and was confined
to a barracks hut. Captain John Cashman from SRD
Operation Cobra, who was also a prisoner of war, was
in another building, but they were not allowed any
contact with each other. 

In January 1945, Jim was moved to a solid cell in a

new camp at Chihaya and he was no longer bound or
handcuffed. He was promoted to temporary Captain
on 14 February 1945, when known by SRD to be a
prisoner of war in Dili.  He was then moved to Laleia on
an unknown date and held there until 12 August 1945,
when the Japanese sent the final end-of-war message
to the SRD Lugger Maintenance Section in Darwin. He
was returned to Chihaya on 13 August 1945. 

On 21 August 1945, he was taken to the old power
house in Dili, said to be at Taibesse by Sanch Da Silva,
a native guide, and was housed with Captain John
Cashman from Operation Cobra. Sanch Da Silva told
him that two Australians had died of wounds and ill -
ness there. Jim Ellwood saw five other Australian pri -
soners of war there, which was the first contact that he
had with any Australian in two years in captivity. 

On 1 September 1945, he was moved to a house
200 metres from the power house, where he met all of
the surviving SRD prisoners and learned of the deaths
of the other Lagarto Operatives, most of them
executed. On 5 September 1945, he was moved to the
waterfront at Dili, embarked on small motor vessel and
sailed to Surabaya. In his final period in captivity, the
Japanese knew the war was over and had ordered his
execution. However, SRD knew of his existence and
they informed the Japanese they would be held
account able. They were all moved across to Bali and he
eventually ended up in a Japanese Officers Club which
had been a Dutch hotel. They were taken out for a
drive and survived a car crash into a rice paddy one
night. He was repatriated from Bali on 3 October 1945
to Singapore, before being returned to Australia. He
relinquished his commission and was granted the
honorary rank of Captain on discharge on 10
December 1945. 

Post World War 2 
As the Official History says, there was no redeeming

feature in Operation Lagarto. It was a story of hardship,
death, torture, humiliation and degradation meted out
to an Australian, some Portuguese, and scores of fine
loyal natives by a ruthless enemy. It is a story of colossal
waste, since all subsequent SRD operations in the area
for a period of two years depended on the assumption
of its freedom. It produced nothing whatsoever of
value and neither did the subsequent operations. To
this failure can be ascribed the wretched deaths of nine
Australians, some Portuguese and scores of fine
natives, of whom many were chiefs of their districts.
The only thing that can be said in its favour is that, at
this cost, SRD was kept alive through difficult periods
of its history until the time came when it was able to
perform worthwhile tasks in Dutch New Guinea,
Halmahera, Celebes and Borneo.

His report to SRD, the Headquarters SRD
Melbourne, Operational Report on Lagarto by
VX67646 Captain A. J Ellwood, dated 24 October
1945, when he was debriefed on return to Australia, is
salutary reading about the difficulty of white faces

Former Captain Jim Ellwood
AKS185 (L), now 98 years of age,
at home in Melbourne and the

author, 17 January 2020.
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operating in denied areas and the operational in com -
petence of Headquarters SRD. The blunders that
doomed the brave men of the SRD operations inserted
into Portuguese Timor to death, torture and degra da -
tion that were the subject of a deliberate cover-up to
protect the reputation of high-ranking officers had the
effect that the conduct of Jim and Captain John
Cashman remained clouded for many years. Sub se -
quent research has set the record straight, exposing
the shameful conspiracy and confirming the loyalty and
courage of both men under indescribable duress. 

I asked Jim how he endured the torture by the
Japanese and how he came to terms with his many
deprivations, including being held in solitary confine -
ment for two years, much of the time bound and in
handcuffs. He said that he had started life on his
father’s dairy farm in western Victoria where they had
plenty of food but no money. As a boy he spent a lot
of time fishing, hunting with dogs and shooting and he
had walked just about everywhere before joining the
AIF as a young man. There is no doubt that these early
physical years had toughened him to adversity in life.
He had also gone to Japan in 2011 as part of a group
of former prisoners of war to give speeches to the
Japanese people so that they could hear the truth. This
event has helped him to deal with the black dog in his
head but he could never reconcile what the Kenpeitai1

did to him. He has been invited on several occasions to
go back to Timor, but reliving his worst nightmare
would have been just too much to bear.  

Two other SRD Operatives from Operation Rimau,
were held captive in Dili following their evasion
through the Riau Archipelago in 1944. Warrant Officer
Jeff Willersdorf and Corporal Hugo Pace were
captured on Romang Island and were taken to Dili and
tortured. Warrant Officer Jeff Willersdorf died a week
after arriving in Dili in January 1945 and Corporal Hugo
Pace lasted until June 1945. Both men were buried in
the Christian cemetery on a hill at Taibesse, about 200
metres southeast of the old Dili power station which
had served as their gaol. Lieutenant Eric Liversidge,
who was part of SRD Operation Cobra, died as a
prisoner of war in November 1944; and he was also
buried in an unmarked grave in the Christian cemetery
on a hill at Taibesse.

SRD Operatives From Portuguese Timor
Patricio Jose da Luz was another very special SRD

Operative of mixed Portuguese, Timorese and Chinese
descent, who had stood up for Jim Ellwood. After
helping the Australians with communications as a
civilian in1941-42 in Dili, the Japanese put a price on
his head and he was evacuated to Australia. Recruited
by SRD, he was inserted back into Portuguese Timor by

submarine on 1 July 1943 to join Operation Lagarto,
on ₤20 per day. He supported Jim Ellwood who arrived
a month later, but escaped when all other Lagarto
operatives were captured as he was not with the main
group at the time. He eluded the Japanese and hostile
Timorese and he moved first to Cairui south of
Manatuto, then to the Dilor area, where he recovered
the wireless sets that had been buried by Lagarto
found to be inoperable due to battery deterioration.
He organized a force in the Dilor, Luca, Bibileo and
Viqueque areas of 1,500 natives for cooperation with
the hoped-for Allied invasion force

Patricio had the appearance of an Asian with a
flowing beard and was constantly on the move, eating
monkeys and fruit, and not sleeping in a house for two
years. He came out of hiding on 4 October 1945 and
contacted SRD on 10 October 1945. He gave in -
valuable assistance to the Australian War Graves Com -
mission in November 1945, and was paid ₤100 by the
Australian Consul in Dili in January 1946. In July 1946,
he was commended for his valuable assistance to
Australian war crimes investigations in Dili.  He was re-
employed as a radio operator by the Portuguese
Government at the Dili Post Office on 18 July 1946. In
September 1946, he provided information to a
journalist in Dili on his SRD service that was published
in the Melbourne Herald on 3 September 1946 as,
Commando left in Timor forgotten by Army. 

In December 1946, he sought payment of his out -
standing wages for his period with Operation Lagarto.
SRD reviewed his case and believed incorrectly that he
had deserted Lagarto, as reported in a Japanese
message of 5 October 1943, and had for two years lain
low and thus voluntarily terminating his employment.
SRD initially denied him payment of his remaining
salary, apart from an ex-gratia payment of ₤100. This
SRD letter was later cancelled, the case re-opened, and
he was requested to complete a formal statement of
his activities. In October 1947, his wages claim was
settled when he was paid ₤450 by the Australian
Government. 

In 1950, Patricio was presented with a certificate
stating that he was employed by the Australian
Government on Special Operations. He continued
service with the Post and Telegraph service in Dili,
subsequently emigrated to Australia and was the
Portuguese Consul in Darwin from 1956 to 1974 before
moving to Sydney in the mid-1970s.

He was awarded the Pacific Star, 1939-1945 Star,
War Medal, and the Australian Service Medal in 1988.
In June 1989 he was awarded the Portuguese
decoration Medalha de Honra de Libertacao by the
Portuguese Government. He attended Z Special Unit
reunion activities and died in Sydney on 12 April 1998. 

Celestino Dos Anjos was another fascinating
Portuguese Timorese SRD Operative who parachuted
back into Portuguese Timor on Operation Sunlag to
relieve Operation Lagarto. He also later served on
Operation Groper in Timor in 1945. On 30 November

1The Kenpeitai was the military police arm of the Imperial Japanese Army
from 1881 to 1945. It was both a conventional military police and a secret
police force.  
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1945 he was awarded the Loyal Service Medallion by
General Blamey for ‘loyal and distinguished service in
the South West Pacific Area’ but it was not presented
until February 1972 by the Governor of Portuguese
Timor. He was the only Timorese combatant to be
awarded an Australian military honour in WWII. Sadly,
he was killed by the Indonesian Army on 22 September
1983 in reprisal for his son Ular’s involvement in the
Resistance. The SAS, worked alongside Ular when he
was a Falintil Regional Commander in 1999. 

A Commando Timor Veteran In The SAS
There is also another Australian man who must be

spotlighted, as was the only Commando from Portu -
guese Timor to serve in the SAS Regiment. Born in
1913, Lieutenant Colonel Wally Marshall enlisted in the
Citizens Military Forces in 1930 before transferring to
the Australian Instructional Corps in 1939. He joined
the Australian Imperial Force (AIF) on 2 May 1941 as a
Warrant Officer Class Two and he was the Company
Sergeant Major in the 2nd/4th Independent Company on
Portuguese Timor. He was one of few Commandos to
be decorated having been awarded the Military Medal,
and commissioned as a Lieutenant in the field. 

His citation reads. For courage and leadership in
operating against hostile natives organized and led by
the Japanese. Over a period covering the months of
October, November and early December 1942, at
every opportunity this soldier, by determined leader -
ship, engaged the enemy in the Kablak, Nunamogue,
Hatu Builico are, thereby undoubtedly delaying the
permanent progressive penetration of Japanese and
hostile natives in the Ainaro area. His section engaged
the enemy on 23 occasions inflicting casualties estima -
ted to exceed 200 dead, including 15 Japanese. The
section suffered no casualties themselves and event -
ual ly were only forced to abandon their tactical posi -
tion due to weight of numbers and excessive sickness
within the section.

He was the last man to be evacuated from Portu -
guese Timor and after losing all of his possessions on
9-10 January 1943. He was subsequently seriously
wounded in the chest in action at Tarakan and
continued serving after the war with BCOF in Japan in
1947 and as an Australian observer during the Indo -
nesian independence negotiations with the Dutch in
1948 He was a Captain in 2 RAR in 1950. At 53 years of
age he was posted to the Special Air Service Regiment
in March 1967, as the Officer Commanding the newly
formed Base Squadron, and he was there until at least
1969. He was amazed that some soldiers were still
wearing WWII webbing! He ran the selection courses
and he was a huge man who was very helpful towards
the young men trying to get into the Regiment. Even in
his mid-50’s he was a very good runner leaving many a
younger soldier in his wake. He was frequently seen
accompanied by his two teen-aged daughters, who
sparked up the troops interest. 

He undertook a basic diving course while Officer

Commanding Base Squadron. An antiquated SCUBA
set called a Gerzat was used at the time, comprising
two cylinders with a combined capacity of about 70
litres. He went over the side of the boat off Rottnest
Island but reappeared some five minutes or so later as
he had sucked the set completely dry in that short
space of time whereas other students could average
about 60 to 70 minutes swim time on that amount of
gas!

He took a very sympathetic position with all those
exiting the Army in the 5th Military District discharge
cell; “Go on leave, be back Monday morning and don’t
do anything that will get me in the shit!” He retired as
a Lieutenant Colonel and was camp commandant of
Irwin Barracks. He took discharge in 1973 after an
inspecting officer complained that the grass on the
football ovals in Karrakatta was not being cut.

The image above depicts Major Wally Marshall (L)
as Officer Commanding Headquarters Karrakatta Area
discharging his brother Captain Len Marshall who
served continuously for 43 years. The brothers joined
the Army together and were the last members of a
group of 12 West Australians who did a five-month
course for the Australian Instructional Corps.
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As soon as I heard that this book was
on the streets, I was eager to read it.
I found the title to be fascinating,

having attained the rank of Major in my first
career! Moreover, I am a guerrilla warfare
exponent and I had meet many of the Opera -
tion Semut Operatives and some of their
indigenous guerrillas who feature in the book.
Twenty-five years ago, I had retraced their
bloody and muddy footsteps for three months
in the jungles and along the rivers of Borneo,
and I had studied Major Tom Harrisson, (8 Men
Dropped From The Sky Articles) the chief pro -
tagonist of Semut I, in great depth. I am pleased to say
that even with my extensive background and knowledge,
I learnt many new things, especially with the author’s focus
on post-Armistice battle actions and his objective
assessments of the egocentric Major Tom Harrisson. While
it is now 75 years since Special Operations Australia (SOA)
conducted its most successful operation throughout the
course of the Second World War, the author has provided
a refreshing review of events, and he has re-ignited much
debate over the legacy of Operation Semut!

The first half of the book is in the vein of a boy’s own
adventure, and as if Tom Harrisson was in charge of
almost everything, with his dispersed Western Operatives
and indigenous guerrillas running amok behind the
Japanese lines in support of the 7th Division’s and the 9th

Division’s amphibious landings!  I had studied all of these
brave, arduous and head-hunting stories before, but for
those readers who have not, they will find it enthralling
reading. 

Interestingly the book also provides a lot of new focus
on Major Tom Harrisson’s actions post Armistice, where he
rightfully rose to the occasion, although by then his vexed
reputation had already been framed. I had long forgotten
that Harrisson wanted to stay on after the war to rebuild
Borneo, and this fact explains at lot about his post
Armistice battle actions against the marauding Japanese
troops who did not surrender for some two months.

I was intrigued about Harrisson’s stated claim that
Operation Semut provided 80% of the intelligence for the
9th Division. I had not heard of this assertion before and
this serious claim needs authentication. While the author
makes some tactical intelligence assessment, I am yet to
see any detailed assessment of the intelligence provided
by Semut to support the 7th Division and the 9th Division
prior to their coastal landings, and if it made any
difference, strategically or operationally before, during or
after. 

It would be interesting to read the initial
orders that the Headquarters of the Services
Reconnaissance Department gave to all of the
Semut party leaders, to see what they said
about intelligence gathering, but these most
secret records, many of them shredded just
after the war, probably no longer exist. There
are far too many accounts about Operation
Semut with a focus on the Japanese body
count as opposed to what Harrisson says
himself about their primary intelligence
mission. 

Many of the Semut Operatives and their
indigenous guerrillas with blowpipes and parangs clearly
had as much, if not more body count impact on the
Japanese than the entire 9th Division, much to the chagrin
of the AIF. However far too many past accounts link
Operation Semut to guerrilla warfare offensive operations
than they should. The linkage should be to intelligence
gathering in denied and flank areas, success or otherwise.
The operational summaries that still exist today quite
clearly state that Semut’s objective, as approved by
General Headquarters, was to collect intelligence ahead
of the coastal landings, but conclude that its greatest
impact was in the re-establishment of political control by
the British. 

The author makes some assessment of Harrisson’s
many eccentricities, but it omits any discussion of his
tactical employment, knowledge and skill. This ability is
the crux in war fighting, and it needs to be assessed. In
retrospect some military historians would say that he was
just a grand reconnaissance cum fighting patrol master in
tactical terms. Some researchers of anthropology would
remark on his ability to establish an underground
resistance organization in stone age circumstances. Some
academics in geo-political affairs may laud his rogue and
tactical decision to also operate in Dutch territory, with far
reaching post-war strategic impacts for Holland,
Indonesia, Australia and Britain. 

This book re-emphasizes to me that Major Tom
Harrisson was a problematic field commander with very
limited military experience compared with most of the
men under his command.  It was incredible that the
Headquarters of the Service Reconnaissance Department
left such an eccentric anthropological boffin in charge of
the Operation Semut I grouping.  Surely, they must have
known something about his lack of practical field
leadership? Maybe it was a pompous British obsession,
and I regret not having asked one of the key Group
Commanders in the Headquarters of the Services

ADDITIONAL COMMANDO NEWS
BOOK REVIEW

‘KILL THE MAJOR’
The True Story of the Most Successful Allied Guerrilla War in Borneo.

By Paul Malone, first published by Strategic Information & Research Development Centre, 
Petaling Jaya, Selangor, Malaysia - March 2020 

Reviewed by MAJ Jim Truscott – ACA VIC
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Reconnaissance Department before he died, why this was
so. My thinking remains very much aligned with the
chapter devoted by the author to an assessment of Oz v
Brit.

This book must be compulsory reading for the current
generation of intelligence and Guerrilla Warfare
Operatives, the headquarters responsible for their
selection, training and execution, and the political masters
who may need to employ such covert and irregular
warfare methods against future enemies, before, during

and after obvious military conflict. The book also lays
down an academic challenge to other researchers to eke
out whether the Headquarters of the Services Recon -
naissance Department and Operation Semut truly
achieved the mission assigned by General Headquarters.

Release Date: 01 July 2020 By - For Pity Sake
Publishing Pty Ltd, Web: www.forpitysake.com.au

Distributed In Australia By - Novella Distribution,
Email: sales@novelladistribution.com.au

THE LAST HMAS ARMIDALE SURVIVOR
Dr Ray Leonard: The Last Survivor of HMAS Armidale awarded

Honorary Life Membership to ACA VIC 
By Sr Luke Gosling, OAM. ACA – E Member

Dr Ray Leonard has been
awarded Honorary Life
Membership of the Aust -

ralian Commando Association Vic -
toria. Ray is the last surviving crew
member of HMAS Armidale. Now in
his mid-nineties, Ray was only 19
when the Armidale was sunk by
Japanese attack aircraft in the Timor
Sea, north of Darwin on 1st Decem -
ber 1942. HMAS Armidale was part
of an Operation to relieve Australian
Commandos, Dutch troops and
Portuguese civilians from the south
coast of East Timor. She carried 83
crew and 66 evacuees and a
hundred men were lost. As the Armidale was sinking, the
Japanese began strafing the survivors in the water. It was
at this moment that Edward ‘Teddy’ Sheean, a wounded
18-year old sailor from north-west Tasmania, gave up his
only chance of escape and went back to his Oerlikon anti-
aircraft gun and resumed firing on those Japanese aircraft

who were machine gunning his
mates in the water. Teddy forced one
Zero to crash into the sea and
damaged at least two others. He
continued to fire and went down
with his ship. Lest We Forget.

Ray remembers that with no sign
of rescue the survivors built a raft to
cling to and over the next couple of
days, using it as a dock to repair a
bullet-riddled and half submerged
boat called a whaler. Ray was one of
the 29 men chosen to row the whaler
toward Darwin. The others remained
on the raft and Ray still recounts the
tremendous silence and deep sad -

ness of their separation. There was dangerously little food
and water on the whaler and as each day passed, the men
suffered increasingly from hunger and thirst and began to
show signs of physical and mental exhaustion. On the
seventh day a RAAF Catalina aircraft found the whaler and
advised that they had dropped provisions to the men still
on the raft. On the eighth day Ray and the others were
finally rescued by HMAS Kalgoorlie and taken to Darwin.
Despite extensive air and sea searches the men on the raft
were never seen again. Lest We Forget.

Ray is passionate about seeing Teddy Sheean, MiD.
who was Killed In Action awarded the Victoria Cross. He is
deeply disappointed the Prime Minister didn’t accept the
unanimous recommendation of the Independent Appeals
Tribunal to award Teddy the honour and hopes that justice
will finally prevail. What Teddy Sheean did was selfless
and is not only part of the ANZAC tradition but our
national story, when War came to our shores.  As a
member of the ACA I’m thankful and proud that our
association has recognised Ray Leonard, a sailor on the
Armidale in WW2, who resupplied and evacuated
Commandos, who served our country, survived a terrible
ordeal and still battles today to see his comrade
honoured.

(Please see Luke Gosling ad on page 2)

Beryl & Ray celebrating their
76th Wedding Anniversary.

Image: Courtesy of Ray Leonard.

Past President Richard Pelling, centre, and ACA Victoria President
Doug Knight, right, on behalf of ACA Victoria present Ray with the

Certificate of Appreciation for his service defending our country
during our darkest days of WW2.
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