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G’day all and welcome to Edition #17 of
Commando News (Summer Edition)
December 2019 – March 2020. A lot has

happened over the past few months since our last
magazine and we all trust that you are well and getting
ready for that crazy festive season of wrapping paper,
eggnog and about two belt holes or dress sizes bigger!

Thank you to all those who have submitted articles
for the magazine, please keep them coming so we can
share these stories whether they are recent or from
years ago. Our heritage is important to keep and
having it in print keeps it somewhat alive for those
younger Commandos coming through the system or
for our families to have a better understanding of what
has happened and kept our loved ones away for
months or even years on end. Please note that when
you send your articles in please have them sent as a
Word Document and if you have any images attached
please have them as Hi Resolution as this aides in the
final quality of the image both electronically and as a
hard copy formats. 

So from all of us here at the Commando News print
and editorial team, we wish you all a very happy Xmas
period and hope 2020 is a prosperous year for all and
if you are down range, keep your sights straight and
your powder dry! 

Commando For Life
Nick Hill

Editor Commando News Magazine
E: editor_commandonews@commando.org.au

CORRECTIONS FROM ISSUE #16
Page 72 Upcoming ACA Events – ACA VIC should

read Sunday 17 November.

NOTE
Some images throughout the edition are pixilated

due to the low resolution of the image and high
resolution images were not possible. Please try at your
best ability to supply high resolution images for your
articles. Thank you.

Commando News

A WORD FROM THE EDITOR

Australian Commando
Association Inc
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Use your military experience to bring peace of mind to your clients and 
community, allowing them„and you„to pursue passion in life.
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Show your Serving & Veterans ID card at your 
local Choices Flooring store to receive 10% 
off your favourite carpet, timber, laminate and 
luxury vinyl flooring within our exclusive Plantino, 
Genero, Eternity and Temuka collections.

At Choices Flooring, we know that good interior decorating starts from 
the floor up.  With over 145 locally owned and operated stores across 
Australasia, we have the perfect flooring solution for your lifestyle.

So to save on the floor you•ve been searching for, visit your local  
Choices Flooring store and take advantage of the exclusive offer.

Offer valid from 15 February 2019 … 15 February 2020 on any purchase within Choices 
Flooring•s exclusive Eternity, Temuka, Plantino and Genero Collections only. The •10% off• is 
off the product only RRP and does not include installation or any extra services some Choices 
Flooring stores may provide. Offer is applicable to Serving and Veteran members of the ADF 
only and can only be redeemed once proof of ID is shown. Discount does not apply to sale items. choicesflooring.com.au

exclusive offer

carpet  
timber

laminate  
luxury vinyl

selected
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DECEMBER

December 1941

2nd/3rd Independent Company sent to New
Caledonia to support the Free French against a
Japanese invasion.

The 2nd/4th Independent Company was r-raised
at Wilsons Promontory, Victoria

17 December 1941

2nd/2nd Independent Company arrives in Dili,
Portuguese Timor and begins to provide
protection to the Dili Airfield.

December 1942

2nd/2nd & 2nd/4th Independent Company’s
begin withdrawing from Portuguese Timor.

11 & 13 December 1944

2nd/7th Commando Squadron is involved in
significant engagements against the Japanese in
Yourang & Kumbun New Britain, New Guinea.

December 1944 – August 1945

This eight-month period saw the 2nd/8th
Commando Squadron in action almost
continuously in the Bougainville area against the
Japanese.

JANUARY

22 January 1942 

1st Independent Company began its fighting
withdrawal from Kavieng New Ireland, New
Guinea. 

January 1943

2nd/5th & 2nd/7th Independent Company’s fly
into Wau Airfield to repel the Japanese invasion.

January 1944

2nd/9th & 2nd/10th Commando Squadrons were
raised as part of the 2nd/6th Commando
Regiment and 2nd/11th & 2nd/12th Commando
Squadrons were raised as part of the 2nd/9th
Commando Regiment.

FEBRUARY

February 1941

No.7 Infantry Training Centre was established at
Wilsons Promontory Victoria, the home and
birthplace of Australian Commando.

19/20 February 1942

Japanese troops land in Dutch & Portuguese
Timor, beginning the guerrilla campaign by the
2nd/2nd Independent Company, which would
last until February 1943.

February 1943

2nd/2nd Independent Company arrives in Port
Moresby.

February 1945

2nd/10th Commando Squadron begins combat
operations protecting the flanks of the 2/5 & 
2/7 Battalions AIF, pushing south towards
Maprik, New Guinea.

1 February 1983

1st & 2nd Commando Company’s come under
direct command of the 1st Commando
Regiment when it was formed at Randwick
Barracks in NSW.

1 February 1997

4 RAR was re-rolled into a Commando Battalion
at Holsworthy Barracks, NSW signifying the first
full time Commando Capability since WW2 and
would be commonly known as 4 Cdo until it was
renamed the 2nd Commando Regiment on 19
June 2009.

MARCH

March 1943

After returning from New Guinea, the 2/6 Cdo
Coy reforms as the 2/6 Cdo Sqn of the 2/7 Cdo
Regt at the Jungle Warfare School at Canungra,
SE Qld. 

SIGNIFICANT COMMANDO EVENTS
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NATIONA L PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Hello Members,

Agreat day was had by all at the annual pil -
grimage and commemoration hosted by
ACA Victoria at Tidal River, the birthplace of

Australian Commandos.
Two ‘originals’, Sgt Jim Burrowes OAM and Coder

1st Class ‘Dixie’ Lee, attended and received special
plaques along with family members of Lt Bruno
Reymond and Sgt David Gooley both of whom lost
their lives as a result of Operation Rimau. Jim and
Dixie  are  both  fast  approaching  their  centenaries
but are  still very active and mobile a shown in the
photographs on Jim’s website at https://thelastcoast -
watcher.word press.com/post-war/. BTW the website
contains a very interesting snapshot of our early days.

Moving on to other matters. Most of you will be
aware of the debate that is taking place regarding the
need for a Royal Commission into the important
matter of ADF Veterans’ suicide. Given this issue has
already touched the families of some of our members,
it is right that we share our opinions and as our
erstwhile ACA Secretary Jack Thurgar said as we
prepared for our last national Committee Meeting for
2019, “debate is healthy” and as usual, Jack is on the
money. My opinion is now well known having been
published as a result of my role as National President
of The Returned & Services League of Australia (RSL).
The RSL and major veterans organisations do not
support the conduct of a Royal Commission into
veteran suicide in Australia as many initiatives and
programs have been developed and are in progress to
support veterans and these are starting to have a
positive impact. A Royal Commission would cost an
enormous amount of money that could be better
spent in other areas to assist veterans and would also
create a serious distraction for those who are working
hard to support ex-servicemen and women.

Let’s look at what we already know.  The suicide

rate of veterans still serving is about half that of the
Australian general population but the suicide rate for
males aged 18 to 30 who are former members of the
ADF is about twice the national average. Obviously,
this is unacceptable, but we've already had many
reviews, the most recent being that of the Productivity
Commission, which have identified significant issues.
Too many of these issues have yet to be addressed
and the time, money and effort involved in Royal Com -
mission should be directed to addressing these issues,
where the solutions to many of which are self-evident.
We know what needs to be fixed so let’s get on with it
as several more years delay as a Royal Commission
drags on will not be helpful to anyone.

In conclusion it is fair to say that this was not the
unanimous opinion of all State delegates at the recent
ACA National Committee meeting held prior to the
annual Tidal River pilgrimage, however one thing we
did all agree on is that any and everything should be
done even if it stops just one veteran taking their own
life. This is an area where organisations such as the
ACA can work with its members and in turn with their
individual circles of former brothers in arms. Reach out
to a few of your former comrades next week, and the
week after, especially as the holiday season ap -
proaches given it is not always a great time for
everyone especially veterans and others who are
feeling marginalized - not included. A phone call and
a chat may well be the best gift you could give such a
person at this time of the year.

I wish you all a peaceful Christmas season and I
look forward to working with you all for the well-being
of all of our members in 2020 and beyond.

Commando 4 Life
Greg Melick

ACA National President 
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REMEMBRANCE DAY SERVICE – MV KRAIT
By Tony Marsden, ACA NSW Vice President

This year we conducted our annual pilgrimage to the MV Krait for
our Remembrance Day Service held at the Australian National
Maritime Museum (ANMM) in Darling Harbour, Sydney.

The service was conducted by Dr. Reverend Dennis Nutt and the
welcome address by Assistant Director for ANMM Mr Michael Harvey.
There were several VIPs guests including the Consul General Mr. Luciano
Valentim da Conceicao, Timorese United President, Mr. Andre Monteiro
his wife Filomena Monteiro and the Vice President, Carlos Pereira. We
also had students from Amaroo School in the ACT attend and we were
well represented by our members.

The service was conducted next to the WW2 vessel Krait and wreaths
were presented to ANMM restoration staff that helped restore her to lay
on the deck. Some of Horrie Youngs family were present and Dianne, Gary
and Jason laid a wreath in his honour. Yvonne Langley-Walsh laid a wreath
in memory of the 2nd/2nd and 2nd/4th Commando Companies. 

Readings during the service were done by our President Wayne
Havinaar, Vice President Tony Marsden and after the Last post, Minutes
silence and Reveille Zack Lynch who’s the Australian youth Ambassador
for War and Peace in the Pacific spoke on Why it’s important for us to
remember. Matthew Gategood of Amaroo School in ACT spoke of
Operation Jaywick and Gemma Steele for Amaroo School spoke about
what Remembrance Day means to her.

Commando 4 Life
Tony Marsden

Aust. Cdo Assoc. NSW
The Consul General of the

Democratic Republic of Timor
Leste, Mr. Luciano Valentim
Da Conceicao lays a wreath
on the deck of the MV Krait

during the Service. 

Left: Members  of ACA NSW
pose for a pic at the ANMM
for the Remembrance Day
Service 2019.
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Richard Johnson
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Phone: 07 3881 1897
Mobile: 0488 417 357

E: businessaccountant@bigpond.com

302 South Pine Road
Cnr Leitchs Road, Brendale 4500
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Hello all, I hope you are all well and keeping
the porch light on. This period has been
pretty interesting for some of us Queens -

landers with some of us having to dodge bushfires a
few times or others travelling during the quiet time.
Our membership has grown by 22 new members since
this time last year, 20 of those as full members and one
Associate and one Social member. 

Welfare - Some of our committee members have been
traveling around the South East visiting some WW2
Commandos and presenting them with certificates of
appreciation. The old boys, Bill Justo, 2/9 Cdo Sqn,
Eric Geldard, 2/5 Cdo Sqn & Jack Hansen, 2/2 Cdo
Coy were also presented quilts from Quilts of Valour
which was a huge hit with them. Jack Hansen is the last
surviving 2/2 Ind Coy member and veteran of the
Timor Campaign in 1942. 

The Z Special Plaque
and Coin was presented
to Mr Darcy Hardy the
youngest brother of
LCPL John Hardy, Z
Special Unit, OP Rimau
(The Second raid on
Singapore Harbour by Z
Special Unit) on behalf
of all members of ACA
Qld. John Hardy was
Executed on 7 July 1945
in Singapore. The coin
and plaque were struck
to coincide with the 75th
Ann ive rsa ry  o f  OP
Rimau. Plaques are avail -
able through ACA Vic Q
Store or contact our
Secretary directly. 

Social Events - Sunday, December 8 sees our End-of-
Year Get-Together and our Perpetual Shooting Com -
pe tition against the ASASAQ. This year’s competition
will be held out at the Sports Shooters Association of
Australia, 1494 Ripley Rd, Ripley from 9am with a BBQ
lunch after the shoots.

This year the ASASAQ had donated the Gunfighters
trophy which is an inert .303 rifle donated by Al
Forsyth, first RSM of 4 RAR Cdo from 1998-99. 

Cost is $60 for competition shooters and $50 non-
competition shooters. 

Observers are free. For further details please
contact our Social member Mark on 0499 832 754 or
acaqld_social@commando.org.au

Merchandise - Our Web Manager, John Roxburgh, has
come up with new and interesting merchandise design
which appeals to the younger and older members of
the Association. The merchandise is available to all
Association members, not just Qld. The merchandise
includes T-Shirts, Singlets, Polo Shirts & Hoodies and
are made by PALADIN Sports.

All shirts and hoodies have the same designs

Bill Justo, 2/9 Cdo Sqn with
ACA Qld Secretary Graham
Gough (L) & ACA Qld Web

Manager, John Roxburgh (R).

Eric Geldard, 2/9 Cdo Sqn
with his certificate and ACA

polo shirt.

Left: Jack Hansen,
2/2 Ind Coy, with ACA
Qld Social Member
Mark Stanieg.

The Z Special Unit Plaque
presented to Darcey Hardy,

(brother of John Hardy).
John was executed 7 July 1945
in Singapore as a Member of

OP RIMAU.
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throughout with the singlets having just the front and back designs.
Front Left – ACA Badge with AUSTRALIAN COMMANDO ASSOCIATION central and directly below the ACA

badge.
Rear – Is a modernised version of our ACA badge with a WW2 Commando in the left diamond and a current

Commando in the right diamond. Surrounding the image is the wording “ON THE GUN SINCE 1941”. 
Sleeves – Left is the Australian National Flag and Right Sleeve is the AAS Dagger.
Colours – Grey Marle & Black and Marle Grey & Sherwood Green for the hoodie only
Cost – Singlets $50, T-Shirts $55, Polo Shirts $60, Hoodies $85

You can pre order your items here;
https://paladin-au.myshopify.com/collections/australian-commandos-

association?page=1&fbclid=IwAR19tvJlgMLNtSQNKJFdUxdpPf0-IsWZ-17fQB1oX7ZwpHIlpcoe69wj82k

Association AGM & Fees – If you haven’t already received the email re membership fees, please check your inbox
for the new fees from 2020 onwards. The email released to all Qld members which entailed our new membership
fees as of 1st January 2020, which will include 1-year, 5-year, 10-year and Life Subscriber membership. Our AGM is
slated for the 17 or 18 January in which all Committee positions will become vacant. The President, Vice President,
Secretary & Treasurer’s positions are only available to Commando Qualified, Full Members, all other committee
positions are available to any Full Member. 

I’d like to personally thank the Committee Members for all the hard & dedicated work that they have been
doing, without you none of this is possible. 

On that note from all of us on the Committee we wish you a very Happy Xmas and a very Prosperous 2020 and
we hope to see you at our Annual Shooting Comp/Xmas Party or at one of our functions in the new year and if you
are down range keep your sights straight and your powder dry! 

Commando 4 Life
Nick Hill

President 
ACA Qld
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