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Front Cover: Soldiers from the Sydney based
1st Commando Regiment, a part Reserve, part Regular

Commandos, on Exercise Red Pegasus. They are carrying
out a "load follow" into the waters off Manly.
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My warmest greetings to all. Welcome to the
9th Edition of  COMMANDO – The Maga -
zine of the Aust  ralian Com mando Asso -

ciation. I trust that you enjoyed the festive season.
Furthermore, after two years of various restrictions, I
hope that 2022 will see a return to activities and events
across the States that have fostered our comradery over
the years.  

The Australian Commando Association exists to
foster and perpetuate ties of comradeship amongst past
and serving members of the Australian Commando and
Special Force units and like-minded associations.

COMMANDO – The Maga zine of the Aust  ralian
Com mando Asso ciation is a key communication
channel that is designed to keep our members well
informed and to foster the Commando esprit de corps
which we have all enjoyed in our various times of service.
The success of the Magazine is reliant on articles
generated by our State Associations and members. I
wish to thank those who have made the effort to put
“pen to paper” as every article advances our collective
understanding of the rich history which is Commando. 

As I receive each article for consideration, I am
amazed by the inspiring stories about Australian Defence
Force personnel who have served their country with
distinction and at great sacrifice.  

Over the past months, I have enjoyed the opportunity
to read extensively about the exceptional contributions
of Australians across the years in many theatres of
conflict. Many of the operations and individuals well-
known to the Commando Community, others less visible
but equally remarkable with their demonstrated courage
and sheer tenacity to “get the job done”.

Over many pages, I have been enthralled with the
accounts of individuals such as Flight Lieutenant Harold
Martin, a veteran 23-year-old pilot of No.617 Squadron
(the ‘Dam Busters’). He and his largely Australian crew
were successful in breaching the Möhne dam on 16 May
1942. An extraordinary display of team work and valour
in the face of overwhelming odds. 

Equally amazing are the exploits of Australian Navy
Lieutenants Henty Henty-Creer and Ken Hudspeth, both
part of the X Craft (midget-submarine) raid on the
German battleship Tirpitz in September 1943. And
Hudspeth’s key role in Operation Postage Able - 17 to 21
January 1944 in which he commanded X-Craft 20
inserting Combined Operations Pilotage Parties on
beach reconnaissance on a heavily guarded position of
an enemy coast in Normandy. Closely followed by
Operation Gambit - 2 to 6 June 1944, in which X20
provided navigation beacons for landing force craft
heading to beach “Juno” on June 6, 1944.

Of course, the rich history of Commandos is the
subject of many publications, and I have a busy reading
schedule ahead. There are many stories, some well
documented, others less so and I encourage contri bu -
tions from across our “family” with a special invitation to
families to share recollections and insights.

Regardless of the era, selection has always been an
arduous process which tests your endurance, integrity,
capacity for effective teamwork and judgment –
particularly when you are “exhausted, hungry and
physically depleted”.  There are a variety of reasons that
we choose to serve. Sometimes a childhood dream,
other a chance meeting with an extraordinary character
that “planted the seed”.

Regardless of the reason, on behalf of the entire
Commando Community, I wish to congratulate the
graduates of the 2021 selection course and wish them all
the best on the reinforcement cycle over 2022. 

Commando 4 Life
Stephen Carter

Editor - Commando Magazine
E: editor_commandomag@commando.org.au

W: www.commando.org.au

A WORD FROM THE EDITOR

Henty Henty-Creer
https://www.tracesofwar.com/per

sons/79139/Henty-Creer-
Henty.htm

SUB LEUT Kenneth Robert
Hudspeth – 1940

Naval Historical Society of
Australia Inc.

Australian Commando
Association Inc
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JANUARY

22 January 1942   
1st Independent Company began its fighting with -
drawal from Kavieng New Ireland, New Guinea.   

January 1943
2nd/5th & 2nd/7th Independent Company’s fly into Wau
Airfield to repel the Japanese invasion.  

18 January 1943
The MV Krait left Camp Z at Refuge Bay, NSW
headed for Cairns QLD. On board were: - Bill
Reynolds, LUET D. Davidson, CPL. R.G. Morris,
Acting AB W.G. Falls, Acting AB A.W. Huston,
Acting AB F.W. Marsh, Acting AB M.M. Berryman
and Acting AB A.M.W. Jones.

January 1944
2nd/9th & 2nd/10th Cav Commando Squadrons were
raised as part of the 2nd/6th Cav Commando
Regiment and 2nd/11th & 2nd/12th Cav Commando
Squadrons were raised as part of the 2nd/9th Cav
Commando Regiment.

FEBRUARY

February 1941
No.7 Infantry Training Centre was established at
Wilsons Promontory Victoria, the home and birth -
place of the Australian Commando. 2021 marks the
80th Anniversary of the Australian Commando.

19/20 February 1942
Japanese troops land in Dutch & Portuguese Timor,
beginning the guerrilla campaign by the 2nd/2nd

Independent Company, which would last until they
withdrew in December 1942. 

February 1943
2nd/2nd Independent Company arrives in Port Mores -
by after refit and retraining from her Timor
Campaign. 

February 1945
2nd/10th Commando Squadron begins combat
opera tions protecting the flanks of the 2/5th &  2/7th

Infantry Battalions 2nd AIF, pushing south towards
Maprik, New Guinea.

1 February 1981
1 & 2 Commando Company’s come under direct
command of the 1st Commando Regiment when it
was formed at Randwick Barracks in NSW. The
Commando Company’s would become known as 1
& 2 Company dropping the name Commando. This
year is the Regiments 40th Birthday.

1 February 1997
4 RAR was re-rolled into a Commando Battalion at
Jordan Lines, Holsworthy Barracks, NSW signifying
the first full time Commando Capability since WW2.
4 RAR Commando would be commonly known as 4
Commando until it was renamed the 2nd Commando
Regiment on 19 June 2009. This year would of
marked the unit’s 24th Birthday.

1 February 2002  
Nine Commandos from 4 RAR Commando and Six
RAN Clearance Diver’s successfully completed the
first Advanced Close Quarters Battle (ACQB) Course
conducted at Swanbourne Barracks in WA. These 15
‘Originals’ were to become the ‘Plank Holders’ for
the raising of Tactical Assault Group-East (TAG-E), 4
RAR Commando. 

February 2003
Bravo Commando Company, 4 RAR Commando
deploys to a Forward Operating Base (FOB) near
Iraq as part of the Australian Special Forces Task
Group, during Operation Bastille/Falconer in sup -
port of the US lead invasion of Iraq.

MARCH

March 1943
After returning from New Guinea, the 2nd/6th

Independent Company (Ind Coy) reforms as the
2nd/6th Cav Commando Squadron later Commando
Squadron (Cdo Sqn) of the 2nd/7th Cav Commando
Regiment at the Jungle Warfare School at
Canungra, South East Queensland. 

SIGNIFICANT COMMANDO DATES
JANUARY to MARCH
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ACA Vice-President’s Message – “Commando”
February 2022

It seems that in some quarters, there is confusion
about the structure, roles, and tasks of the
Australian Commando Association. In this article,

I hope to clarify the raison d’etre of the ACA whilst
dispelling some common misunderstandings.   

The ACA is not a body that has a long history as a
national entity probably because the regimental status
wasn’t achieved until the early 1980s - even though the
Commando units are the oldest Special Forces sub-
units on the Australian order of battle. For a long time,
it was a Sydney and Melbourne structure with a fair
degree of independence and healthy competition as
the hallmarks of the first Commando Ex-service
organisations.

However, let’s look at the structure of both the
Association and the National Committee today. First,
we can proudly say today that the Australian Com -
mando Association is finally an Australian national
organi sation with representation in all states and
territories except the Northern Territory – it’s not known
if we have any former Commandos in the NT let alone
a branch office. With South Australia and the ACT
forming their own organisations we now have almost
total national coverage which is pleasing as it ensures
that wherever a former member chooses to reside, he
or she can avail themselves of the advantages of
mixing with those in the community who had a similar
desire to serve their country.

Now let us look at how the ACA National Com -
mittee is structured and how it operates. 

Only the President, Vice President, Secretary and
Treasurer are elected positions. All other positions such
as the Public Officer or positions that have Welfare
roles, are appointed by the National Committee. On
matters of national ACA policy and intent, only the four
elected office bearers have a vote but that’s not
relevant when you consider the make-up of the
balance of the committee.

Apart from having a role normally in nominating
individuals for the National Executive roles, each State
or Territory branch then provides its President and
Secretary as delegates to the National Committee,

each with a vote. Even when only VIC, NSW and QLD
existed as State branches, the Committee was heavily
skewed towards being a State Branch controlled body,
which is how it should be. Now with representation
from TAS, SA, WA, and the ACT, with the accompany -
ing extra number of State based delegates - 2 each, it
is even more obvious that the ACA is more like the
Australian Senate than the House of Representatives –
truly a “State’s” house.

Finally, given the unequivocal role of the national
Committee, the leadership needs to have a presence
where it matters. The State branches look after mem -
ber ship, welfare issues and social activities at state
level whereas the National Committee, led by the Pre -
si dent, focuses on issues some outside the Association,
that affect our membership. 

When the ACA makes a call to Canberra on an
issue, we need to know that the call will be taken in
those offices where decisions are made that affect our
membership. I can assure you that our current Pre -
sident, with his extensive service history, other affilia -
tions, and status within the ESO community, that this is
the case.  We are in good hands.

“Commando for Life”
MAJ Steve Pilmore OAM RFD (Ret’d) 

Vice President
Australian Commando Association
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RECENT ACTIVITIES

Due to the ongoing COVID 19 restrictions
within Victoria many of the Association’s
social and commemorative activities were

can celled during 2021 and may impact upon planned
activities in 2022.   

Tidal River Commando Memorial commemoration
The 2021 commemoration at the Commando

Memorial Tidal River was conducted on Sunday, 21
November commencing at 12.45 pm. Approximately
50 ACA members and families of World War II veterans
attended. A number of ACAVIC members also
participated in a barbecue conducted on the Saturday
night by Foster RSL as their Annual Dinner had been
cancelled due to Covid restrictions.

2021 Annual Dinner
The 2021 annual dinner was finally conducted on

Saturday, 4 December at Waverley RSL with approxi -
mately 94 attendees. The guest speaker was Captain
(Retired) Keith Wolahan, a former member of 2
Company who provided a legal perspective of the
Brereton Report. The presentation and the dinner were
a great success and received accolades from many
attendees. In addition to ACAVIC members and
families there were several current serving members of
2 Company and 301 Sig Sqn in attendance as well as
several of former members of 2 Commando Company
from the 1970’s-80’s. An Association plaque was also
presented to Mike Black, the President of Waverley RSL
for the ongoing support provided by the RSL with
facilities to undertake oral history interviews and a
permanent display site for part of the ACAVIC
Historical Collection

Dedication of the Special Operations Memorial
at Melbourne Shrine of Remembrance 

Due to Covid restrictions this activity had to be
postponed in 2021 and current planning is to attempt
to conduct the dedication on Saturday 18th September
2022. 

FORTHCOMING ACTIVITIES

2022 RIP Memorial Service
On Sunday, 20 February 2022 the annual RIP

Memo  rial Service will be conducted at Shortlands Bluff
Queenscliff, commencing at 1130 followed by lunch at
the Queenscliff Bowls Club, subject to any Covid
restrictions.

2022 Anzac Day 
Planning has commenced for a Dawn Service, the

March and ACAVIC Lunch however, due to ongoing
changes with Covid restrictions, precise details will be
promulgated through MailChimp closer to the date.

Historical Collection Grant (with Museums Victoria)
- Update

Due to Covid restrictions there has been a slowing
down of data entry of the historical collection, however
items continually are being entered. To view the
updates, go to 

https://victoriancollections.net.au/organisations/au
stralian-commando-association-victoria

2020 Victorian Veterans’ Council Grant 
Due to Covid restrictions we have been unable to

yet complete the oral history interviews, however the

PRESIDENT’S REPORT
29 December 2021

AUSTRALIAN COMMANDO ASSOCIATION VICTORIA
Incorporated in Victoria A0014983Z      

ABN 87 282 474 621

Keith & Bev Reynolds, Shane Potter (SOER Association (Victoria)
and Don Bergman at the Commando Cairn.

Source: Richard Pelling

Doug Knight,
President, ACAVIC
presenting an ACA

plaque
to Mike Black,

President
of Waverley RSL.

Source: Richard Pelling

Major Phil Sullivan,
President SASR
Association-Vic.

A former member
of 2 Cdo Coy. 

Source: Richard Pelling

Captain (Retired)
Mike Travis.

A former member
of 2 Cdo Coy.

Source: Richard Pelling
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transcripts of the WW2 special operations oral history
interviews and the digitisation of post WW2 M & Z
Victoria association magazine 'Double Diamonds" is
nearing completion and it is intended that the whole
project be completed by the end of March 2022.

Tidal River Walking Track Open Space
Development - Update

Following discussions in late 2021 with Parks
Victoria, a proposal for ACAVIC participation in the
development of a walking track and open space
development has been submitted. In essence ACA Vic
has offered to provide some financial support for the
creation of up to five rest benches to be installed along
the track, providing that these can be named after
fallen Victorian commandos with suitable signage and
story boards erected adjacent to the seats. Also, that
the track be known as the Commando Track in memory
of its use during World War II for the initial training of
Independent Company and Special Operations
Australia personnel. Due to Parks Victoria process and
planning requirements, it is expected that the track will
be completed in the latter part of 2023.

WELFARE
ACA Victoria continues to liaise and attend regular

meetings with the Victorian Veterans Council, Legacy,
RSL and DVA network to promote ACAVIC’s objectives/
expectations and support requirements in the very
crowded Welfare & Advocacy arena. There have been
numerous requests for support from former members
in the preparation and submissions to DVA for
acceptance of liability for injuries sustained whilst in
service. Many of these have been successful for former
CMF/ARes members who are receiving surgical inter -
ventions and ongoing medical support for their
injuries. 

ACAVIC Life Membership Award to
VX107177 Lance Corporal Donald MacPherson 
WW2 2/9th Australian Commando Squadron 

On Wednesday 1 December 2021, Doug Knight
and Richard Pelling from ACAVIC, along with Sergeant
B representing the OC 2 Company, travelled down to
Paynesville by air to present Life Membership to Don
MacPherson, a former member of 2nd/9th Commando
Squadron. 

The Association was unaware of Dons’ existence
despite Don being a very good friend of a well-known
Association member Harry Bell, formerly a Sergeant
with 2nd/9th Commando Squadron. A recent newspaper
article in the Bairnsdale Advertiser had an article on
Dons’ 100th Birthday and this was brought to the
attention of ACAVIC and despite some initial confusion
as there was also a Donald McPherson who served with
the 2nd/5th Independent Company, Don’s correct
identity and service history were confirmed. 

Through a fellow motorcycle enthusiast associate of
Richard Pelling, a light aircraft was made by the owner

pilot Trevor O’Meara, and together with Sergeant B, re -
pre senting 2 Com pa ny, 1st Com mando Regiment, the
Group travelled down to Bairns dale to make the pre -
senta tion Don who was accom panied by his extended
family. The outing
was a great suc -
cess with both
D o n  a n d  t h e
family being very
appreciative of
the award. Bairns -
dale RSL kindly
d o n a t e d  t h e
services of a mini -
bus and driver
Alan Pilkington, a
former 20 year
veteran of the
Royal Australian
Navy, who knew
both Don and
Harry Bell, was a
wealth of local
knowledge and
information. 

Don’s Service History
Born on 14th August 1921 in Richmond Victoria, Don

enlisted in the Citizens Military Forces in Brunswick,
Victoria on 10 September 1941 and was allotted Army
Number V310176. On 18 August 1942 he volunteered
for overseas service and was transferred to the 2nd

Australian Imperial Force and allotted number
VX107177. Don initially served in Australia with the 15th

Australian Field Regiment and then 2nd Australian Field
Artillery Training Regiment. He volunteered for com -
mando training on 17 March 1944 and was posted to
1st Australian Cavalry (Commando) Training Squadron
at Canungra. On 14 October 1944, Don embarked on
SS Katoomba from Townsville, for service in New
Guinea with the 2/9th Australian Commando Squadron.
Don served in New Guinea from 14 October 1944 to 4
February 1946 and departed New Guinea on the 4th of
February 1946 and was discharged on 13 February
1946 at Royal Park in Melbourne.

Summary of War Service
• Citizens Military Forces - 5 November 1941 217

August 1942
• 2nd Australian Imperial Force - 18th of August 1942 to

13 February 1946
• Don’s total period of service - 1562 days with Active

Service in Australia of 923 days and Overseas
Service 479 days.

Awards
• 1939 to 45 Star
• Pacific Star
• War medal 

Sgt D, 2 Coy, Doug Knight and Richard
Pelling with Don and his Certificate and

ACA tie.
Source: Richard Pelling
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• Australian Service Medal 1939-45
• Returned from Active Service Badge No.242419

Due to Dons’
se rv i ce  i n  New
Guinea post Sep -
t e m    b e r  1 9 4 5  a
request  was sub -
mitted to Defence
Honours and Awards
B r a n c h  o n  3 0
Novem    ber 2021 by
ACA VIC, on behalf
of Don, for the issue
of the Aust ralian
Service Medal 1945
to 75 with bar SW
Pacific. The medal
was received by Don
on 24 January 2022.
He was very pleased
to receive it.

Presentation of WW2 SOA Commemorative Plaque
to Lieutenant Tom Henry

On Friday 3 Decem ber several members of ACA VIC
visited World War II veteran VX 133609 and AKS 15
Lieutenant Tom Henry, formerly a cipher opera  tor and
Com  muni ca tions Officer with Special Opera tions
Australia who in the latter stages of World War II had
operated from the Lugger Main tenance Section
located at East Arm, on the opposite side of the
harbour from Darwin.

Tom had originally joined the Citizens Military
Forces on 15 August 1940 and completed several
lengthy periods of training until 30 July 1941 when he
enlisted in the 2nd AIF. After numerous periods of
training postings and signals and cipher units he was
posted into Special Operations Australia (Z Special
Unit) on 10 February 1944 from Land Headquarters
Cipher replacement section. In November he was
promoted from Sergeant to acting Warrant Officer
class II and 1 September 1945 he marched out to
attend No.19 course at Officer Cadet Training Unit
(OCTU) and was subsequently commissioned with the
rank of Lieutenant on 27 October 1945 and allocated
to Australian Intelligence Corps reinforcements. On 7
February 1946 Tom was transferred from Australian
Intelligence Corps reinforcements to the Reserve of
Officers (Australian Intelligence Corps - Victoria). He
had served for 1395 days with operational service in
Darwin from 3 February-6 July 1944.

Summary of War Service
• Citizens Military Forces - 30 July 1941 to 7 Decem -

ber 1942
• 2nd Australian Imperial Force - 8 December 1942 to

6 Feb 1946
• Toms’ total period of service was for 1653 days with

operational service in Darwin from 3 February - 6
July 1944.

Awards
• 1939 to 45 Star
• War Medal                       (Continued on page 36)

Don surrounded by his extended family.
Source:  Richard Pelling 

Don proudly displaying his newly
awarded Australian Service Medal

1945 to 75 with bar SW Pacific.

Doug Knight, Trevor O’Meara (pilot) and Sgt B (2 Company)
in front of Trevor’s aircraft.

Source:  Richard Pelling 

Richard Pelling
presenting

Trevor O’Meara
with an

ACA plaque.
Source:

Richard Pelling 
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This year has thrown up many challenges for us
here in Western Australia.

We began the year with a meeting in February that
was brought to an early close so that we could head up
to Shayne Harta’s property that had been wiped out by
the Wooroloo recent bushfires. Many members rolled
their sleeves up to assist in the clean-ups over several
weekends. Thank you again to those that pitched in
and helped out. The happy end to this tragedy is that
Shayne and his partner Raquel are now the doting
parents of son, Ash, born in May.

Just as we were applying the finishing touches to
the spit polish and starch, the Anzac Day parade in
Perth was cancelled due to COVID. Two years in a row
now, we have missed our major catch up event of the
year.

We have had some new members, Leigh Harbridge
and Brett Chaloner, join our ranks this year. 

Vale, Garry White (photo from 2018 below) who has
left us for Valhalla.

We wish Rob (Paddy) Murray our
thoughts and best wishes after suf -
fer ing a stroke recently.

It has been a disruptive and
constantly changing year.

We will continue to adapt and
overcome in 2022!

Regards,
Paul Shearer

President 
Australian Commando Association

Western Australia

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
WESTERN AUSTRALIA

December 2021

COMMANDO FOR LIFE
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Bob did his three months full-time compulsory
National Service in mid-1959 and was posted
to 33 Company Royal Australian Army Service

Corps. He immediately transferred to 2 Commando
Company, along with others who had suffered the cold
at Puckapunyal in the 20 National Service Training
Battalion, including Denis Jenkins, Ian Wischusen,
Peter Beasley, Alan Schwab, Barry Higgins and Frank
Wheat land.

Bob completed his 12 months obligatory part-time
service in March 1960, by choice, in the Commandos
and then remained in 2 Cdo Coy as a volunteer CMF
member, alongside his fellow ‘Nashos’ and Commando
friends.

Bob showed his talent when he was selected for the
Basic Parachute Course in November 1960, a relatively
short waiting time for the highly sought-after course.
He qualified alongside good mates Ernie Conyers,
‘Herbie’ Ross, Dan Lorkin, Geoff Woodman and other
Unit members. 

After completing many physically demanding
courses and camps, the pressures of work and family
life saw Bob discharge in July 1964 after five years of
dedicated service.

Bob was a strong supporter of the Victorian
Commando Association and on moving to Queensland

remained involved through the newly-formed Queens -
land branch.

Bob’s family wrote, "Vale Robert Haydn Jones
(Bobby/Papa). The passing of a true free spirit and
force of nature. Father to Kirri Spencer, Dan and Rob.”

“Dad valued his early days as a Commando in the
army and was well known for always having a go, being
a perfectionist and doing things in his own way. He
successfully raised a family with Mum (Sue) and later
lived with his partner Verlie on the Gold Coast where
he passed peacefully on Friday. He was a straight
talker, a genuine honest bloke with a generous spirit.
Dad was a traveller, marathon runner, pilot, lover of
Tchaikovsky, bush poetry and most importantly he was
our dad. Papa, you will be missed."

Bob’s daughter Kirri wrote: “Over the years we
enjoyed hearing stories about the Commandos. Dad
even taught us a few ‘Army moves’ if we ever got into
trouble! I still remember them”.

Kirri invited any of Bob’s Army friends to attend a
memorial for Bob at the Harp of Erin Hotel in Kew East
on December 3rd. Kirri said, “A few drinks and time to
reminisce.” 

All members of the Association offer their sincere
sympathy to all of Bob’s family.

A MAN OF MANY TALENTS
VALE ROBERT (BOB) HAYDN JONES

3781080   20 National Service Battalion
3165815   2 Commando Company

Bob, left, with Jim Trainor, right, visited friend Nobby Clarke,
a Royal Marine veteran, when Bob was on a visit from sunny

Queensland in 2008.

Bob with his Queensland Association friends in 2010.
From left: Denis Jenkins, Keith Long, Tony Mills and Bob.

Photos supplied.

For all advertising please contact…

Russell Maddocks
Statewide Publishing P/L ~ 0432 042 060
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The UK RM Association informed the RMA Victoria
Branch that former Sgt Michael ‘Mac’ McDermott
RM had “Crossed the Bar” at his residence at

Crofter’s Cottage on the Isle Of Skye, on 16th December
2021. The Victorian RMA through President Andrew Evans
and Secretary Susan Mc Andrew notified our Association.

‘Mac’ McDermott was a member of the UK team that
came to Australia in late 1955 to conduct specialist training
and provide support for the development of the newly
raised post-WW2 Commando units. 

Sergeant 'Mac' Mc Dermott RM, 3 Com mando Brigade
was attached to 2 Com mando Company. His comrade Sgt
Len Holmes, Special
Boat Squadron, was at -
tached to 1 Com mando
Company in Sydney, but
they alter nated on an “as
required” basis to con -
duct courses at both
Units. Captain John Slim
of the British SAS was
also part of their team.

Mac and Len con -
ducted the very first
specialist courses for
both 1 and 2 Commando
Companies - two small
boat handling courses, at
Nelsons Bay in NSW held
in October-November
1955, with the founding
OC of 2 Cdo Coy, Major
Peter Seddon as Senior
Instructor.

During late 1955 and throughout 1956 Mac and Len
Holmes also conducted climbing courses and taught the
many skills asked of seasoned and highly qualified
Commandos. By personal example they imparted to the
fledgling Commandos their own attributes of resilience,
stamina and flexibility.

Longtime ACA Victoria friend and RMA Vic secretary,
the late Albert ‘Taff’ Boyer, said that Mac was his Section
Sgt in B Troop 45 Cdo in 1954-55. “He was a top bloke with
a body like Schwarzenegger and was the hardest man in
the Corps. He was never known to shout - he spoke in a
very quiet Irish brogue”, Taff recounted a number of years
ago. Taff said they met up again in the mid-1990s at the RM
Climbing Wing reunion on the cliffs at Sennen Cove,
Cornwall – a classic RM training site. Taff presented Mac
with the 2 Cdo Coy 40th Anniversary book and other items,
which Mac greatly appreciated. 

Over the years Mac maintained his friendship with a
number of the early 2 Cdo Coy members, including Dick
Cara, Allan Moore, Bob Payne and Peter Robinson. 

Bob Payne recalls, “When I first paraded at 2 Cdo Coy
in early 1956 Warrant Officer Peter Askew introduced us to
McDermott, a Royal Marine on loan to 2 Coy. Mac told us
to ‘strip to the waist and follow me’. He immediately ran
out the front door of the (Picnic Point) depot and onto the
beach. He raced up the beach in the soft sand and
chastised anybody who sought the refuge of the hard sand
at the water’s edge”. 

“At the Company’s first annual camp at the JTC
Canungra, Mac was temporarily distracted while firing a 2-
inch Mortar. As the bomb exited the tube a fin deeply
gashed his hand. Medical support was quickly available but
I was concerned lest it terminate his career as a climbing
instructor. He assured me then and much later on that it
would not be the case and so it was.”

“Training for an unarmed combat demonstration at
Government House, Mac fixed a rope to the roof of the
depot at Sandringham that ran over the cliff and was
tethered to a grapnel on the beach below. As I climbed
onto the roof for my first go at roping down a steeply
inclined rope, with no hands on the rope, Pte Y was getting
on the rope under Mac’s watchful eye. Mac stressed to him
the need to keep one leg vertically below the rope to
maintain balance. As he slid towards the top of the cliff Pte

VALE SERGEANT MICHAEL 'MAC' McDERMOTT
3 Commando Brigade, Royal Marines

2 Commando Company on attachment

Died 16th December 2021

Sergeant 'Mac' McDermott, left,
from 3 Commando Brigade and
Sgt Len Holmes, Special Boat

Section, from the UK were
attached to 2 and 1 Commando

Companies respectively in 1955-56
to conduct specialist training.

The first 1 and 2 Commando Companies small boat handling
course in October 1955. Front, from left, by surnames only:

Ralston, Parry, Boswell, Roger, unknown, Sgt Len Holmes, Major
Peter Seddon, Sgt ‘Mac’ McDermott, unknown, Euros, Holmes,

Porteous, unknown. Rear: Marks, Stuczynski, Tomlinson, Crabtree,
Morris, Snelling, Leffler, WO2 Askew, Farrugia, Annand.

Good friends. From left, Bob Payne, Mac McDermott and
Dick Cara when Mac visited them in Queensland in 2001.

Photos supplied.
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Y tensed up and tried to lift his leg back on to the rope.
Despite Mac’s shouted advice he was unable to recover
and fell, disappearing out of sight over the cliff edge. Mac
immediately said to me “Get on the rope – see what
happens when you don’t do what you are told”.

“Alan Moore, ex WW2 RAN, was one of our original
members. A solicitor, he attend a low court in Stawell and
took McDermott with him and they spent the weekend at
the Grampians. Mac found some suitable areas to teach
Unit members the skills of rock climbing. As time
progressed more members became aware of the
challenges of rock climbing. We made the “Bellfield Hotel”
our home away from home and at one stage we spent nine
weekends in succession climbing around the Pinnacle and
Halls Gap. 

“Mac ran a physical education lesson on Wednes day
evenings and there was always a good attendance,
although it was purely voluntary. I could not have wished
for a better specialist instructor. Not given to long
speeches, Mac lived by the simple creed ‘actions speak
louder than words’. Not once did he let us down and was
at the forefront in suggesting improvements in our training
programs”, Bob said.

Dick Cara and Mac got along so well that Mac stayed
with Dick’s family during his secondment to Melbourne –
rather than bunk down at the depot at Picnic Point,
Sandringham – not a difficult choice, Dick commented. 

“We treated him as a member of our family. He was like
a brother to me and we have been corresponding for some
60 years, while he was on the Isle of Skye”, Dick recently
said.

Peter Robinson, another member of the 1956 cohort,
said “Sad news.  I have fond memories of that tough
bastard!”

On his departure from Australia, 2 Commando Coy
presented Mac with a watch as a tribute to his time with
them.

Current ACA Victoria Vice President John Woodruff
said, “Mac was an outstanding instructor with 2 Com -
mando Company during my time  .  .  in climbing, boating,
and other courses. He was an outstanding, highly moti -
vated individual, who was able to get the best out of
people under his command.”

“I thought of him today, and remembered his words
from 1956: ‘The impossible is always possible’. I am sad to
hear of his passing, and extend my sympathy to all family
members”, John said.

Mac’s service was held at the Inverness Crema torium on
Friday 14th January 2022 at 1200hrs. The Victorian
Association sent a wreath and a card, courtesy of some
great support from the RMAs here and in the UK. A
Memorial Service is planned for later in the UK spring or
summer.

The story of Mac’s 2 Commando Company presentation watch
RMA Victoria secretary Susan MacAndrew passed on

the saga of Mac’s watch after the grateful Melbourne
Commandos presented it to him on his departure back
home to the UK. Like its owner, it had an adventurous life. 

The inscription on the back of the watch reads:

To Sgt B. McDermott RM 
‘Thanks’

From All 2 Commando Coy
Melbourne
22 - 12 – 56

Note Mac’s initial is etched as “B”. He has been
referred to in some places as ‘Bill’ McDermott.

His precious watch was apparently stolen from Mac
sometime after his return from Australia. 

A diver later found a watch on the seabed in Lyme Bay
at Dorset on the English Channel coast. He took it to a
watchmaker to see if it was able to be repaired, after

resting on the seabed for however long. The diver never
returned to claim the watch, so it sat in the watchmaker’s
drawer.

Years later when the watchmaker retired he re-
discovered the forgotten watch tucked away in his shop
and gave it to Brian Searle, a friend of Stephen Harper, an
avid watch collector.

When Stephen read the inscription on the back of the
watch the hunt was on to find the owner. 

Stephen contacted his good friend Laura Hamilton in
Glasgow to see if she could find any trace of Mac, whose
name and connection with the Royal Marines on the back
of the watch was a strong clue.  She came up trumps and
found where he lived.

Stephen also contacted Omega and told them the
story of the watch. Omega in London sent it to Switzer -
land for a complete refurbishment. When Omega
returned it to Stephen some months later in excellent
condition he arranged to return it to Mac. 

Stephen and Laura travelled to the Isle of Skye to hand
over the watch but were not able to meet Mac personally
as he didn't want any fuss. They respected his wishes and
were happy to know the watch was back with its rightful
owner, as it had such significance. They learned some
weeks after its return that it had, in fact, been stolen from
Mac. 

So in a happy ending, the British good Samaritans
Laura Hamilton and Stephen Harper reunited Mac and his
precious watch after it had been lost for many years. 

And the 1950s members of 2 Commando Company
who liked and greatly respected Mac are pleased that the
gift that symbolized their esteem and affection was finally
returned to its owner. 

Vital clues. The inscription on
the back of the watch

presented to Mac, with his
name and the initials RM.

The Commando presentation
watch after it was restored by

the generosity of Omega
watchmakers in the UK and
Switzerland. Photos supplied.
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On 13 July 1982 young Richard
Bradshaw along with 2 school
friends joined the 3 Division

Field Force Group Intelligence Unit (Army
Reserve) and undertook initial Army
Reserve recruit training at Puckapunyal
and then following a career interview with
a Defence Force recruiter both he and his
2 mates sought to join the Australian
Regular Army as officer cadets at the
Officer Cadet School Portsea. Unfor tu -
nately, (or fortu nately) Richard was the
only one of 3 to be successful in his
application. He had initially sought to
become a profes sional golfer but quickly
came to the realisation that he did not
have the potential or skill to make this a
viable career option, but was still a highly
proficient player for most of his life.

On 06 January 1983 commenced his
12-month officer training program train ing program at the
Officer Cadet School and on the 10th of December 1983
having been commissioned as a Second Lieutenant he was
posted to 2 Signal Regiment after completing the Signal
Corps Regimental Officers Basic Course. He spent two
years with this unit under the Commanding Officer
Lieutenant Colonel Peter Fitzpatrick, a former Special Air
Service Regiment officer who encouraged Richard to seek
selection for Special Forces. Richard later described this as
an excellent unit for young officer training and develop -
ment, under an outstanding Commanding Officer.

Richard subsequently undertook the Commando
Officer Selection Course and in mid-January 1985 joined
126 Signal Squadron (Special Forces) as the Troop
Commander of 660 Signal Troop which had the role of
providing suitably trained long range communicators for a
range of Special Operations.

In mid-January 1987 Richard returned to the School of
Signals for further signals technical training and during this
time he completed a graduate program in Telecom muni ca -
tion Systems Management at Swinburne University of
Technology.    

In early December 1987 he was posted to 1 Signal
Regiment in Brisbane and was during this time he was
called into the CO’s office for what he thought was a
briefing only to be told that he was going to Namibia as the
signals officer for the combat engineer deployment. In later
discussions he stated that during this meeting both he and
the Commanding Officer had to refer to an atlas to find out
where Namibia was. 

On the 20th of February 1989 Richard was posted to
Headquarters Chief Engineers, United Nations Transition
Assistance Group – Namibia and he later said that he
enjoyed that deployment both from a personal and
professional development perspective and was a good

grounding for his later operational
experience.

On 31st January 1990 Richard joined
152 Signal Squadron, Special Air Service
Regiment and following completion of
the selection course joined the unit and
then on the 15 January 1991 he was
posted to Headquarters 3 Brigade as a
staff officer. It was at this time that he was
also selected for further career develop -
ment and on the 10 December 1992, he
relocated to the UK to attend the Royal
Military College of Science, United
Kingdom where he graduated and
received a Master of Arts-Military
Science, Technology and Management
from Cranfield University. His mentor at
this time was Colonel Tim Collins, the
commanding officer of the Royal Irish
ranges and a former Squadron Com -

mander in UK Special Air Service.
Following his return to Australia on 15 February 1994 he

commenced a technical posting at the Army Engineering
Development Establishment then located a Maribyrnong,
and later in the year unexpectedly received a call from his
career advisor with a much better posting offer. 

He subsequently joined Headquarters 1st Commando
Regiment and returned to 126 Signal Squadron but this

time as the Officer Commanding on 19 September 1994.

Major Bradshaw undergoing parachute continuation training
circa 1995

Source: ACAV Collection

During this posting he was selected for further career
development and in January 1997 commenced 12-month
course at the Army Command and Staff College at
Queens cliff where he successfully completed the year-long
program and received a Master of Defence Studies from
the University of Canberra. 

VALE
3170099 LIEUTENANT COLONEL RICHARD BRADSHAW 

Born 16 July 1961 ~ Died 24 January 2022

By Doug Knight

Major Bradshaw as Officer Commanding 
126 Signal Squadron, 1st Commando

Regiment Circa 1995
Source: ACAV Collection
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Following Staff College in late 1998 he was posted to
Personnel Division, Army Headquarters where initially he
was involved in Officer Career Management and then
moved to Future Land Warfare Strategy in Army Head -
quarters. It was during this time he was selected for a
special mission and attached to the United Nations Special
Commission on Monitoring (UNSCOM). 

Over the period 15 August 1998 to mid-1999 he was a
member of a small team which undertook inspections of
Weapons of Mass Destruction sites and personnel with 2-3
missions over several weeks, with many inspections into
Iraq. He was promoted to temporary Colonel (E) for
operation. He said one member of the team was a civilian
with significant knowledge of the military who later pre -
sented him with a Bronze Star medal but unfortunately did
not follow through with the official paperwork.

Following his return to Australia on 29 June 1999 he
joined the Army Headquarters in Defence Acquisition
Program as Project Director for large Communications,
Com mand and Control project. In June 2000 Richard
transferred from the Regular Army to the Army Reserve and
commenced his civilian career.
His initial civilian employment was in Operational planning

for Control Risks Group ordering the 2000 Sydney and
2004 Athens Olympic Games. He returned to Defence as
a civilian during 2003-04 and was a senior planning officer

in the Coalition Headquarters in Iraq who planned and
conducted multi-discipline teams in the conduct of

intelligence and exploitation support missions. Richard in

Baghdad 1993.
Source: Facebook.

He returned civilian operational planning for the Asian
Games 2006 and for the remainder of his professional
civilian career Richard was a senior executive in the Security
and Communications areas involved with the oil and gas
resources sectors in Kazakhstan, Gulf of Mexico and the
Middle East.

Richard died unexpectedly in the Austin Hospital
Melbourne on the morning of 24 January 2022. He is
survived by his son Hugh.

His funeral took place on Friday, 4 February and I had
the privilege of delivering the military component of the
eulogy and presenting the Australian National flag to
Richard’s son, Hugh.

There were numerous messages of condolence from
overseas including from Dr. Richard Butler, AC former head

of UNSCOM as well as Colonel Tim Collins and many
others from Interstate and overseas. The full funeral service
can be viewed online at the following site…

https://tobin.5stream.com/webcast/84580

Richards’ Honours and Awards are:
• Australian Active Service Medal with Clasp Namibia
• Australian Service Medal with Clasps Iraq and 

Counterterrorism & Special Recovery 
• Australian Operational Service Medal-Civilian clasp Iraq

2003
• Defence Force Service Medal
• Australian Defence Medal
• United Nations Medal with Ribbon UNTAG Namibia
• UNHQ United Nations Headquarters medal
• Returned from Active Service Badge

Lieutenant Colonel Bradshaws medals;
Source: ACAV Oral History Collection
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Trainee Army special forces commandos have
taken the plunge and made a splash during
recent training at two Sydney beach-side

suburbs.
At Wanda Beach near Cronulla, the trainees from

the Commando Amphibious Operations Course took
to the surf in Zodiac inflatable boats to learn boat-
handling skills as curious locals exercising along the
beach looked on.

A few days later, Sydney's Northern Beaches'
residents looked out on stormy skies to see the
trainees parachuting from Air Force C-130J Hercules
aircraft into the waters off Manly.

Landing alongside their air-dropped Zodiac boat
bundles in waters several kilo-metres out to sea, the
trainees worked in teams to assemble the boats and
rendezvous with waiting Navy landing craft.

The amphibious operations course is a critical
component of the 12-month commando reinforcement
training cycle conducted by the ADF School of Special
Operations (ADFSSO).

ADFSSO instructor Corporal M said the course was
the culminating activity for the trainees prior to being
awarded their Sherwood-green berets and being
posted to either 1 or 2 Commando Regts.

The Manly jump was a simulated multi-domain
insertion using parachute load-follow techniques," Cpl
M said. "This activity not only builds on the course, but
also combines other special operations insertion tech -
niques to prepare our newest special operations forces
for the future operating environment. This was the
parachuting component and resulted in the largest

joint special operations activity for the year, supported
by key platforms and personnel from Navy, Army and
Air Force."

Navy's Amphibious Watercraft Squadron provided
the landing craft support to simulate the parent craft
marry-up, and RAAF No. 37 Squadron Hercules crews
flew multiple sorties for more than 100 jumps and more
than a dozen equipment loads within nine hours.

“It's important for ADFSSO to ensure its activities
bring together all three services to provide the most
realistic and demanding training to prepare the ADF's
future special operations forces personnel," Cpl M
said.

Surf Lifesaving NSW assisted ADFSSO instructors
with enhanced safety support, and NSW National Paths
and Wildlife Services provided earlier course training
locations.

The activity drew considerable attention on the day,
with media helicopters capturing the insertion, and
Seven and Nine television news both broadcasting
stories on the Saturday evening.

After the course finished, ADFSSO instructors and
staff switched almost immediately to start preparing
the next intake of special forces commandos whose
selection course started at Holsworthy Barracks in
October.

More photos can be viewed on the Defence image
gallery.

Article reproduced with the kind permission of
Army News, edition 1501, November 11, 2021.

SPECTACULAR SCENES

Trainees practice their boat-handling and landing skills in Zodiac
inflatable boats in the surf at Wanda beach.

ADF special operations forces trainees from the ADF School of
Special Operations Commando Amphibious Operations Course
conduct a parachute load-follow training activity from Air Force

C-130J Hercules aircraft in Sydney.
Photos: AB Benjamin Ricketts
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Part 2 - Operation SCORPION 
Townsville Operation

By the time I had my men at their peak ready for the
attack on Rabaul, the axe fell. Our Headquarters had
been informed by MacArthur's Headquarters that no
submarine would be available. They had lost a
submarine in St George's Channel, and the area was
now too hot. There were no British submarines east of
Ceylon. I took a plane down to Brisbane where US
Navy Captain Kinkaid (later a five-star admiral) was in
command of all US submarines in the SW Pacific area.
I told Captain Kinkaid that I was prepared to mount the
attack without needing the submarine to enter St.
George's Channel. The submarine could come in from
the open sea, surface off Gazelle Peninsula near Wide
Bay, give us a few minutes to assemble the Folboats on
deck, then submerge leaving us at sea. My party would
have a few hazardous days working our way around to
Rabaul, but it was practicable. We would need a similar
rendezvous two weeks later. Captain Kinkaid was
sympathetic and friendly, and agreed to recommend
the operation. I returned to my men and resumed
intensive training to keep their fitness edge.

Then I received a signal to report immediately to my
commander in Melbourne. My SCORPION attack on
Rabaul and Lyons1' JAYWICK attack on Singapore were
planned for the same new-moon night. Before I
reached Melbourne, Mott had already sent for Lyons.
"Damned fools up at GHQ say our limpet operations
would not penetrate the defences." "Yes Sir" 'There is
nothing for it but to show that its damned well can".
"You mean mount a dummy operation on an Australian
port?" "Something like that, but I couldn't care about
it being dummy!" "I volunteer to attempt that". "No,
we will have to sacrifice either Singapore or Rabaul, I'll
send Carey".

Mott was wrong in this decision. As an Englishman,
he had not ridden himself of the English vision of
Singapore as the great British fortress of the east,
whereas Singapore had long since fallen and really had
virtually no current strategic significance. Rabaul was
now a key base for the coming great Japanese
offensive through the Solomon’s. But that was Mott's
decision and I had to accept it. So, I received a signal
to report immediately to Headquarters.

Rigidly at attention before Mott (as a Tommy officer
expected), his session with Lyons was repeated. "GHQ

have decided that a Folboat attack could never
penetrate the enemy defences". "Or so: They will have
to be shown that they are wrong". "Sir". Then Mott
started to write. As the minutes went by, while I stood
patiently at attention, I thought this must be a long
operation order. Then suddenly he looked up, and
barked, "What, are you still here?" I swallowed my
astonishment and said, "Sir", saluted, turned on my
heels, and went out.

On the flight back to Cairns, I pondered the
situation—unconventional, but not for AIB. Mott had
stated the situation which had to be dealt with but did
not want to know how or when or where I would do it.
Indeed, the very essence of the simulation of the
SCORPION attack on Rabaul was that no one, exactly
that, no-one in Australia from the Supreme Command
down, should have the slightest inkling about the
operation I was to carry out. I suspected too that Mott
was hedging his own position. If I botched it, if some of
my men were shot, Mott was in the clear—he had no
knowledge of it. This too was in the nature of AIB, for
not only Z men, but AIB men were expendable.

Clearly, I had to select an Australian port, similar in
size and defence to Rabaul, as active and strategically
important as Rabaul, and mount a Folboat raid with
exactly the same equipment, and carried through to
the climax, except that the limpets would not explode,
but their presence could not be denied. Townsville was
the obvious target. It was about as far from the front as
Rabaul, convoys were arriving from America and
leaving for New Guinea and the Solomon’s; it was an
important army and air force base (particularly for air
reconnaissance) and must be as thoroughly defended
as Rabaul.

Back at ZES, I first told my 2IC., Captain Cardew,
then privately assembled the whole SCORPION party
and explained the task immediately before us, and why
it had to be done. Barnes Mackenzie and Ford were of
course included in this, because in this type of opera -
tion every man irrespective of rank must know precisely
what is expected of him and why. The SCORPION team
was a single organism. I told them to drop any notion
that, because we were to enter an Australian port, it
would be just another exercise. We were intruding
precisely as enemy would, nobody knew we were
coming—not even our own Head quarters— and if the
Australian defences were as good as they should be,
they should blow us up. Our mission was just as
dangerous as our planned attack on Rabaul.

I arranged through the RTO (Rail Transport Officer)
for the passenger train south to stop just before the
bridge over the Black River north of Townsville to drop

Who was Sam Carey of AIB?
(PART 2)

An autobiography of Sam Carey and edited by Doug Knight

1Major Ivan Lyons, British Army party leader for Op JAYWICK and Op
RIMAU and was killed in action on RIMAU.
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a small party of troops for a field exercise in the Paluma
Range behind. 

There was nothing unusual about this, and no sus -
picion whatever would be aroused. So, before mid -
night on June 19, the SCORPION party climbed down
from the rear carriage, passed down their gear, and the
guard signalled on the train. I knew that we were less
than five miles from the sea and hoped that much of
this would be canoeable. I did not want to raise
suspicion by seeking more detail before leaving ZES. 

Alas, Black River was only a chain of ponds where
we started, and it took us two gruelling days, much of
it carrying our heavy packs and dragging the Folboats
from pond to pond, before we reached the mouth of
the Black River on Halifax Bay. In addition to the five
Folboats, 45 limpets, 300 yards of parachute cord,
binoculars, etc. we were each carrying hard rations, our
weapons, and jungle knife. I consoled the men by
pointing out that the unplanned difficulty was a good
thing, because we should realize that no matter how
thorough the planning, we should always assume that
unexpected obstacles would crop up and we had to
make due allowance for such contingencies in our
schedule.

We embarked immediately to have several hours
before the moon rose and reached the southern end of
Magnetic Island five miles off Townsville at about 3
a.m. next morning. We approached stealthily (between
West Point and Picnic Bay), but as each Folboat
grounded in shallow, each man stood and relieved his
bladder, distended after the long paddle, an alarming
symphony in the silent night. 

Fortunately, no-one lived there. By dawn the
Folboats had been dismantled, and a concealed camp
established in the scrub. Although we did not see
anybody or any house or shack, we lit no fires, and no
noise, and posted sentries, while the others slept off
their weariness—except me, for I had much to do to
plan the attack for that night.

With a good American telescope from the ridge of
Mount Cook, I could see every ship in Townsville
Harbour, and the overflow ships anchored in the roads,
because the port was crowded preparing for a convoy
to sail to Port Moresby the next day. I brought each pair
in turn to the observation point, and assigned them
their individual targets, and discussed with them how
they would identify them in the dark. Cardew and
Barnes were to attack the Katoomba2 and the two
warships (the Arunta3 and the old destroyer
Parramatta4), Grimson and Mackenzie were to work in
the roads, while the targets of the Downie and Ford
were along the west, Gluth—Page with a Dutchman
and two Liberty Ships as their targets, and McNamara
and I were along the east.

After hard tucker at dusk, the Folboats were re -
assembled, the limpets were filled with sand (instead of
plastic high explosive) and connected together with
parachute cord (instead of Cordtex detonating fuse) in
threes sixty feet apart. By 9 p.m. we were ready to start.
At the last minute I gave each man a Benzedrine tablet,
which makes his senses trigger alert for the next few
hours. I pointed out that the gibbous moon was high in
the west, so that observers from the port would get
moonlight reflections from the high paddle; so, the
returning paddle should be kept low, and feathered as
far as the working paddle would allow.

The greatest hazard was to get through the
entrance to the harbour. The gap between the break -
waters is only 230 yards with a mine control sentry on
each, but all four Folboats got through the gap and the
mine fields undetected. The port was well lit and busy
with the Dutch ship Akaba being unloaded and others
still being loaded for the convoy departure next
morning. Nevertheless, all twelve targeted ships were
limpeted. Page and Gluth had a problem with the
Akaba because of a barge moored alongside, and
before they got the third limpet on, they ran out of
ship, so went round the stern and under the wharf and
set the third limpet there. The parachute cord was
above the rudder, and by dawn when the ship had risen
six feet, it was clearly visible and triggered the alarm,
although before that time the limpets would have
exploded if the operation had been real. We reached
the rendezvous at the mouth of the Ross Creek, which
is a distributary branch of the main Ross River, which
enters the bay a mile to the west of the port.

We were joined later by Grimson and Mackenzie,
who had limpeted three of the ships in the roads and
had then had to negotiate the narrow entrance. On
their way past a ship, they had limpeted earlier, a sailor
having a smoke by the rail saw them and called out
'What are you’se blokes doing out here?" "Just
paddling around", said Grimson. "Good night mate",
said the sailor as they paddled away. I had thought
about this kind of situation for the Rabaul raid, and
decided that the challenged party, whose skins would
be bare and brown, should reply by miming female
breasts and copulation, and that they would secretly
bring such comforts.

2HMAS Katoomba a Bathurst class minesweeper
3HMAS Arunta a Tribal-class destroyer
4HMAS Paramatta a Grimsby Class sloop

A sister ship of the SS Akaba
Source: https://uboat.net/allies/merchants/ship/176.html
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At the rendezvous, I explained that now that all
offensive work was complete, we could resume our
status as Australian soldiers. I would leave the party
there and walk into town and book in at the Officer's
Club (the former Queen's Hotel) which had been taken
over by the army. I needed to be around when the
balloon went up. The party, under command of
Captain Cardew, would paddle up the Ross River and
behave like an army party on exercise (which indeed
they were), until I contacted them. The five Folboats
landed after daylight, and in full view of people
crossing the bridge on their way to work, they
dismantled and stowed the Folboats, ate a bit more
hard tack, and went to sleep.

I booked in at the old Queen's Hotel, taken over for
the Officers Club (still later taken over by the
Americans). I only had the meagre clothes I stood up in
and piled naked into bed. I was utterly exhausted, for
not only had I had no sleep for three strenuous days,
but I had carried the responsibility for the lives of my
men. So as soon as I hit the pillow, I slept like a log until
abruptly awakened ten hours later.

Meanwhile, as dawn crept across the port, the
engineer of the Akaba, who had been on duty all night
while his ship was unloaded, was smoking his pipe as
he leaned over the rail. What is that thing on the side
of the ship just below water level? What is that line
from it rising over the rudder? Curiosity quickly turned
to alarm. The engineer alerted the mate. The mate
alerted the captain. We've risen a fathom from
unloading, so those things must have been well down.
They could be mines we picked up before entering
port. The captain reported to the duty officer of NOIC
(Naval Officer in Command of the port), Commander
Wheatley, while the mate alerted the Arunta5. The news
quickly spread, and as other ships found similar objects
on their sides, sirens screamed, alarm burst to panic,
and panic bred wild rumours. Water police, shore
police, military police, soldiers, sailors, airmen all
rushed into action to deal with—what? No-one knew
what! Every ship seemed to have been mined. The
explosions would blow up the town. Saboteurs had
infiltrated the wharves. No, the sentries had seen
nothing suspicious. Japanese midget submarines were
in the harbour. Impossible said the navy. Nothing, not
even a rowing boat could have got through the mine
fields into the harbour. The coastal batteries had seen
nothing. As more precise details were signalled south,
Admiralty knew nothing of "mines" of that description.
The whole town—military, naval, maritime, and
civilian—flapped.

The Navy cancelled the sailing of the convoy.
Captains were ordered not to move, lest the swash of
a propeller triggered a mine, and the concussion fired

the lot. The wires ran hot with signals to and from the
Admiralty, signals to MacArthur's Headquarters in
Brisbane, enquiries to Ordnance and Intelligence,
warnings to other ports.

A brave diver gingerly took one off the Akaba, no
doubt thinking he would earn a gong, maybe even a
V.C. (posthumous?) That only deepened the mystery.
The object, obviously carefully designed, with large
magnets riding on machined rubber, was filled with
sand! And the line connecting them was only a fine-
textured rope! Nothing made sense!

Eventually the signals were seen by Lieut-Colonel
Allison Ind, an American at MacArthur's Headquarters,
who was Liaison Officer between GHQ and AIB. He
recognized the "mines" as limpets and knew that the
only source of limpets in that region was SCORPION.
"Find Captain S. W. Carey, he will know the answer".
Townsville found that a Captain Carey had booked into
the Officers' Club in the early hours of the morning.
Arrest him!

Through all the commotion, I had been sound
asleep dead to the world. I was awakened by a loud
banging on the door. Probably there had been gentler
knocking, but I hadn't heard it, so deep was my sleep.
At first, I wondered where I was, then events fell into
place. I opened the door—stark naked. An Army
Officer was there, with a section of men as armed
guard. "Captain S. W. Carey?". "Yes". "You are under
arrest". "Give me time to put my pants on". Dressed, I
said, "I submit to arrest, no need for the guard". I was
marched to Army Headquarters in Denham Street and
paraded before an Intelligence Officer, a Captain.
"What went on last night?" I gave my name and my
army number and said, "I am an Australian officer on
duty, and demand that I be paraded before the ranking
officer". He repeated his question. I repeated my
answer. 

So, I was paraded before a Major. Precisely the
same routine followed. So, I was paraded before a
Lieutenant Colonel. Again, the same questions and
answer. So, I was paraded before a Brigadier (Brigadier
F. R. North). Again, the same routine. I knew that there
was a Brigade in the area, and that the Commanding
Officer was a Major-General. But the Brigadier replied,
'The General is in Brisbane, and I am the ranking
officer. Now quit stalling and give me the full account
of what went on last night". So, I gave him the letter
from General Blarney to Lieut-General Berriman. "My
orders Sir". His eyebrows lifted high! "Yes, but I want
the full details of last night's fiasco!" "My orders Sir".
He could contact General Blarney if he wished, but I
would not budge beyond that letter! Finally, he
released me from arrest, but said, "You must report to
the Navy, because they are carrying the can and are hot
for blood". 

Brigadier North did send a sealed Top-Secret report
to General Blarney.

So across to the office of the NOIC I went, and
paraded before Lieutenant A. A. Joel, RANVR. Forty

5HMAS Arunta (I), the first of three Tribal Class destroyers built at
Cockatoo Dockyard during World War II, was commissioned on 30 March
1942.
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years later, Sir Asher Joel telephoned me at my home
in Hobart, and wrote to me the same day, so I can do
no better than to quote verbatim his letter which gives
his account of that historic call:

The Hon. Sir Asher Joel, KBE
120 Clarence Street, Sydney
Tel. 20249
October 13, 1983

Professor S. W. Carey, A.O., 
24 Richardson Avenue, Dynnyne, 
Tas. 7005.

Dear Professor Carey

I did appreciate being able to contact you at home
on the telephone this afternoon and was delighted to
recall your very daring commando raid on the shipping
in Townsville in June 1943.

At that time, I was Assistant Staff Officer Operations
and was stationed in Naval Base Headquarters in the
Air Force Headquarters in the City of Townsville.

Following the flap as a result of the raid and the
paralysing of all activities in the port and indeed the
city, I was the officer on duty in the afternoon of what,
if I recall it, was June 20. All other personnel had been
mobilised for various duties on the waterfront.

An Army Officer wearing a brown beret, shirt,
shorts, boots and socks was brought to me by a rating.
This officer gave me a smart salute and said words
which I remember very vividly as follows:

"Sir, my name is Carey and I beg to report that last
night with my raiding party and I sank the following
ships".

This officer then reeled off a list of destroyers,
corvettes and freighters totalling in all about fifteen.

To say I was stunned was to minimize my feelings at
the time. I took the officer to Commander Wheatley,
the Naval Officer in Charge, to whom he gave a similar
report.

To the best of my memory, until this particular point
of time we had not been able to call off effectively the
"stop movement" order which had been issued to all
vessels anchored in the Harbour and in the roads. I was
so impressed by the daring nature of the raid, which
could have led to the loss of life of the participants
because of the minefields and port war defences, that
I asked the officer, before he left, if he would be good
enough to sign an autograph book which I had
commenced for my two children. I might mention that
the officer was haggard-faced and undoubtedly in an
exhausted condition.

I forward for your information a facsimile of the
copy of the page from the autograph book which I
would be glad if you could verify as it is my intention
to refer to this dramatic incident in the autobiography
which I am writing at the present time.

Any comments that you may make will be most
appreciated. I will be happy to ring you again in a day
or two to see if this letter has arrived safely.

I am also forwarding, as I know you are interested in
the subject, a line drawing from the same autograph
book sketched by the Staff Officer Intelligence,
Lieutenant-Commander Darby Allen, of the "Krait",
which had been held up in Townsville on its original
mission to the North because of suspected sabotage
with either sand or sugar in the engine bearings.

Looking forward to your reply and with all good
wishes,

Yours sincerely,
Asher Joel6

On return to the Officers' Club, still dog tired, I
stripped off and went back to bed, and soon was fast
asleep, but not for long. Again, I was awakened by
loud banging on my door. This time it was a Naval Sub
lieutenant, with two ratings. "Captain S. W. Carey?"
"Yes". "The Commander of the Arunta sends his com -
pliments and invites you to join him for drinks in the
wardroom this evening, together with any of your
officers who might be available". "My greetings to the
Commander, I will be honoured to accept his invitation.
If you will send your ratings up the Ross Creek to find
them, there will be five other officers". "Gladly, sir; the
Commander's tender will be at No. 4 jetty at 1930 hrs
to take you aboard".

Arunta was the first of the latest Tribal Class Battle
Destroyers and the pride of the navy. Aboard, the
welcome was warm, but the Commander was still
ribbing the NOIC, Commander Wheatley, about the
raid. Wheatley had had a hell of a day, with heat on him
from the Admiralty, MacArthur's Headquarters, the
captains of the ships in the harbour, the cancelled
convoy, and not least from the teasing of his colleague,
the Arunta commander. "What sort of a port have I
come into? Every ship in the harbour has been mined!"
(When a naval ship enters a harbour, she is responsible
only for her own security. The port defence is the
responsibility of the NOIC). And so, the ribbing
continued, even at this party.

6Following on from his Townsville naval posting, Asher Joel went on to a
most distinguished career in journalism, public relations, opera,
television, media magnate nationally and internationally; eleven years as
Member of the N.S.W. Legislative Council; 0.B.E., 1956; Knight Bachelor,
1971; K.B.E., 1971; Order of Sikatura (Philippines), 1975; Knight
Commander of the Order of Rizal, 1978; A.O., 1986.

HMAS Arunta wearing her wartime disruptive camouflage paint
scheme and original pennant number - I30.

Source: https://www.navy.gov.au/hmas-arunta-i
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Then it dawned on me that the Arunta commander
had not realized that his ship had also been limpeted.
So, I said to him, "But your ship was limpeted too, sir".
"Like bloody hell! If you had come near my ship you
would have been blown out of the harbour!" So, I
called out, "Captain Cardew!" He came to me, "Sir?".
Dick and I were warm mates, but in the presence of the
Navy, he observed strict protocol. "You personally
limpeted the Arunta last night?" "Sir". So, I turned to
the Commander, "Is your tender still alongside, sir?"
"Yes, what do you want my tender for?" "Just to
delouse your ship, sir!" So, he had to watch over the
rails, while Cardew removed the limpets, which had
been there for almost 24 hours! The tables were turned,
and the NOIC did not spare the whip. But the whiskey
flowed, and Australian mateship calmed the torment.

The RTO Townsville issued the necessary travel
order to return by train to Cairns. On the way, I think it
was Tony Gough who suggested we crown are exercise
by doing ZES over. Cardew was all for it, so I agreed. It
was late when the train puffed into Cairns and early
morning before we reached ZES. With our knowledge
of the grounds and the security system, we had no
trouble in getting through the perimeter and silently
approached the house. Downie stealthily entered the
room where Ross, the adjutant, slept and found the
keys of the safe, and helped himself to code books. I
thought the game was up when I bumped a table I
hadn't seen in the dark and an empty beer bottle
clattered to the floor, but apparently such a sound did
not seem unusual from the mess area, because nothing
happened. So, we went to sleep. Faces were red at
Headquarters that day, but the C.O., Trappes-Lomax
took it well. "I have two observations. First, our security
needs to be improved. Second, our training of
operatives is first class!"

Back in Melbourne, Colonel Mott had vanished as
soon as the first signals of the raid came through.
Incommunicado! Carey is expendable. Quite truthfully,
he knew nothing about the raid. Ride it out until we see
how things develop. But the Townsville operation
turned out a resounding success. It had demonstrated
the vulnerability of the Australian ports. If Carey's party
could do so much with so limited equipment, surely so
might the enemy. All around Australia, port security
was tightened. Most important from the AIB viewpoint
was the effect at GHQ. Clearly such operations were
feasible. 

Although Rabaul was sacrificed, the Singapore
operation was approved, and this JAYWICK raid
became one of the highlights of the war. Mott soon
resurfaced, "Damn good operation, eh?" In my
personal judgment, the SCORPION operation could
still have gone ahead, hopefully on the same night as
JAYWICK. But with the Singapore operation via the
Krait, certainty of parallel timing could not be
guaranteed, and the success of one could have
doomed the other. So, SCORPION was cancelled, and
I was assigned new duty at Headquarters.

On the way south, I contemplated what a skilled
gang of thugs, burglars, and silent killers AIB was
training to emerge on civvy street after the war. But I
had no such qualms about my SCORPION men.
Grimson and Barnes were later killed in AIB operations,
in Timor and New Guinea respectively. Dick Cardew
died of a heart attack soon after the war. Jim Downie
served with the New Guinea Police Force for five years,
then joined the Air Force, from which he retired as a
Group-Captain. He died in 1992. Gilbert Mackenzie
joined the Commonwealth Bank, then the Reserve
Bank, becoming their Chief Training Officer until
retirement; meanwhile he served in the Citizens'
Military Force from which he retired as Colonel. In
1946, Major Tony Gluth was appointed Company
Commander for the London Victory March. In private
life he has owned and directed a number of hardware
stores. I lost track of SGT. Ford, but I understand that
he died in the seventies. McNamara suffered a mental
breakdown, but he was still alive in 1992, living
somewhere in the Cairns district.

During the preparation for an AIB operation the
men are continuously observed and repeatedly
stressed physically and emotionally to weed out any
who might break down when the heat comes on.
Although Lyons had already dropped several off, he
decided to drop another, and I was ordered by Colonel
Mott to select one of my best operatives for transfer to
Operation JAYWICK. Several could have met this
specification, but I named Bob Page, and it transpired
that Carse7 and Davidson8 had already suggested to
Lyons that he should ask for him. So, Page became part
of Operation JAYWICK.

A number of books have purported to tell the story
of this Townsville operation. But the hard facts available
to them were limited owing to the shroud of secrecy
which fogged AIB matters even for many years after
the war. So, the authors filled the blanks with what they
imagined might have happened. 

Sam Carey on the rifle range in 1943.
Source: Carey family collection.

7Lieutenant Ted Carse, RANVR the Navigator on Op JAYWICK
8Lieutenant Commander Donald Davidson RANVR, Op JAYWICK and
killed in action on Op RIMAU
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Thus in Ronald McKie's book “The Heroes”
(1) The account of my conversations with General

Blarney leading to the ordering of the Rabaul
operation (pp.37-8)is pure fiction, and com -
pletely contrary to what actually happened; 

(2) The conversation about a Townsville raid on
p.45 and my intention to do so, is pure fiction 

(3) The statement that the seven Op. SCORPION
officers had slept at the Officers' Club is false. I
was the only one there. 

(4) The incident with the Captain of the Katoomba
on p.52 is pure fiction. No such incident
occurred. 

In Ind's book “A.I.B.” 
(1) Was correct in respect to Mott's charging me

with proving that AIB operations were feasible
pp.246-7, but he was unaware of the Scorpion
operation. 

(2) The account of the raid and the aftermath (pp.
248-9 is a tissue of Ind's imagination, with more
fantasy than truth. Ring of Fire by Dick Horton
p.1 1 repeats the false account of my
conversation with General Blarney (1) above. 

The book, The Heroes of Rimau by Lynette Ramsay
Silver, is generally of high quality, based on the
thorough research by ex-Major Torn Hall, but includes
one serious error— confusion of Major Oldham and Lt.
Colonel Mott. It is true that Major Oldham was O.C. of
Z Special Unit, but that was purely an administrative
command. All operational matters were commanded
by Mott and his other SOE officers. Although I knew
Oldham well and liked him, at no time did I receive any
command from him.

Shortly after the Townsville exercise, coincidentally
but not because of it, a long-running tension between
Mott and Roberts and Willoughby reached crisis point.
Mott was abrupt, super-secretive, short-tempered, and
tactless, scornful of red tape and military procedure if it
got in the way of his burning passion—to hit the
Japanese. Right from the beginning, Mott had
resented his ISD being under Colonel Roberts' AIB,
and Roberts objected to ISD combining intelligence
with special operations (sabotage and guerrilla),
insisting that all intelligence work in enemy territory
should come under him. Roberts' also sought access to
the funds initially granted secretly to ISD by the
Australian Government, and by the Netherlands
Government to NEFIS under Mott. Major General
Willoughby at MacArthur's headquarters sided with
Roberts, and said that the operations in Timor, Aroe
Island, Ambon and Java should be directly under him
because Blarney's responsibility was confined to
Australia, and even there he was required to inform
SWPA. The lack of co¬operation between Willoughby
and Mott contributed to the non-availability of
American submarines or aircraft for ISD operations,
which had thwarted the Jaywick, Scorpion, and other
ISD operations.

In mid-November 1942 Colonel Roberts sought the
recall of Mott by SOE (London) and his replacement
not above the rank of major and in late February 1943
Captain Chapman Walker was sent out. He was the
antithesis of Mott, suave, and I got the impression that
his first concern was his own advancement. He had
been promoted to major to come to Australia, and I
met him in Townsville on my way south to commence
the Scorpion operation, while he was on the way to
Port Moresby and had depended on my being there as
liaison to make the necessary contacts for him. Shortly
afterward, he was promoted to Lieut-Colonel. On
Chapman Walker's advice, the Inter Allied Service
Department (ISD) was abolished, and a new special
operations organization was set up on 6 July 1943
under the overt cover name, Services Reconnaissance
Department (SRD) commanded by Lt Colonel
Chapman Walker, under AIB (Colonel Roberts). Shortly
afterward, Chapman Walker was promoted to Colonel.

Fifty years later, during Coral Sea Week, a memorial
to my SCORPION operation on Townsville was erected
at the Maritime Museum in Ogden Street Park beside
the port in Townsville. Four of us, Gluth, Downie,
Mackenzie, and I were guests at the dedication.

AIB Boffin
My first assignment when I returned to AIB

Headquarters after the abandonment of Op.
SCORPION, was Director of Research under Major
John Holland, who had just returned from London
where he had been Australian Exchange Officer to SOE
after service in Montgomery's 8th Army. He had
graduated in 1936 in civil engineering from the
University of Melbourne and worked for three years for
British Petroleum before enlisting in the Royal
Australian Engineers. He was a great admirer of
General Steele, Chief Engineer of the Australian army.
John was an excellent chap to work with, pragmatic
and competent, and a gentleman of the highest
integrity. His word was his bond. At the end of the war,
he re-joined British Petroleum for another three years

Memorial to Operation Scorpion
Source: Queensland government war memorials 
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before starting his own fledgling construction company
which expanded at a phenomenal rate to become the
leading civil engineering organization in Australia, and
in 1973, he was knighted. Knowing the quality of the
man in his early years, this did not surprise me.

Folboat paddles
Working with Folboats in Op SCORPION, I had

never been satisfied with the double paddles. In the
daytime you could spot a Folboat miles away at sea, far
beyond where you could see the kayak itself, because
the sun flash of the high returning paddle immediately
attracted your eye. It was not much better at night
because the moon reflection on the wet paddle was
bright. In stalking at night, the working paddle gurgled
through the water, and the drip from the raised paddle
could be heard for several yards. The turbulence round
the working blade agitated the planktonic organisms to
cause phosphorescence which could be seen for
several yards. These things did not matter in civilian
canoeing but rendered them quite unsuitable for AIB
operations. To a novice, double paddles seemed
logical and easy to use and to give easier steering
control. But a single paddle is in fact more efficient and
gives more positive control, even for a man on his own
paddling only on one side.

It so happened that I had had years of experience in
the Papuan delta in canoes dug out from single logs
without any outriggers. The men stand although the
dugout may be little wider than their feet, but with
experience they develop stability and control, like boys
learning a skateboard. Only women sit. At first, I
bought canoes and paddles from the natives. But I
soon realized that I could improve the design of the
canoes made by the natives so that the vertical
distance of the centre of gravity below the centre of
flotation (the centre of gravity of the displaced water)
was maximized. A canoe rolls sideways like a swinging
pendulum, the mass being at the centre of gravity and
the centre of flotation being the pivot. The closer the
centre of gravity to the centre of flotation, the less
stable the canoe. I also improved the design of the
paddles, and it was not long before all my canoes and
all my paddles were made by my own native labourers
in my camp.

So, I designed single paddles for AIB. I studied the
bending moment along the paddle from the loading
point in the water and the fulcrum in the paddler's
hands. There had to be enough wood at all points
along the paddle to carry the bending stresses at that
point. Every section through the paddle had to be a
streamline shape, to minimize drag. 

This meant less work to be done by the paddler for
the same propulsion, and greatly reduced the
phosphorescence. It also meant that in approaching a
target the paddle need not be lifted from the water,
but simply feathered for the reverse stroke. The distal
end of the paddle tapered to a point, so that water ran
off as a stream, instead of noisy drips. 

On completion of the design, I tested a trial paddle
by clamping it at the centre of water load and had
Captain Tony Gluth sitting in the Folboat exert his
maximum strength trying to break it. When I was
satisfied, I arranged for the paddles to be made by a
sports equipment manufacturer in Toorak Road a little
beyond the South Yarra railway station. (I have
forgotten the firm's name). 

Folboat water cushion
Paddling for many hours without break is very hard

on your bottom, and at sea you can't stand to relieve
it. I designed a bag, about the same shape and size as
a pillow, made of five-ply latex and calico, with a metre-
long tube ending in an airtight screw cap. This was
quarter filled with water, and then an equal volume of
air, and closed. Placed athwart in the Folboat, it made
an ideal air and water cushion. Unscrewing the cap and
lifting it to your mouth, gave you a jet of water driven
up by your weight on the air-water cushion. A lap strap
was attached to it so that in the event of a capsize the
cushion with your water supply came with you; when
blown up by mouth it became your float, so arranged
that if you went to sleep, your face and nose were kept
above water. Part of the bag was made double from
where the lap strap was attached to form a hidden
compartment for your escape maps. If captured, the
concealed pocket delayed the discovery of the maps,
reducing the danger to other members of the party.

The first sample functioned perfectly as an air-water
cushion, as a safety float, and as a map compartment,
and drinking from it was ideal. But alas, the water was
undrinkable! Although I had specified that only pure
latex was to be used, the taste was as foul as methyl
mercaptan smells (and that is claimed to be the vilest

An AIB Folboat with full equipment and operational stores.
Note the individual paddles on top of the craft.

These were the Carey design. 
Source: AWM

An AIB Folboat with paddlers using Carey designed paddle.
Source: AWM
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smell that chemists can concoct). After much racking of
the brain, I solved this quite simply— by adding a few
grams of activated carbon, which removed the taste
completely. The carbon had no adverse effect on the
alimentary system, but of course the water was a black
as India-ink. This did not matter, because with the tube
in the mouth, its blackness could not be seen.

Folboat Sails
When Lieutenant Davidson of JAYWICK was in

Melbourne, we experimented on Albert Park Lake near
St Kilda with rigging sails for Folboats. Each of us had
years of experience in canoes, and each of us had
owned small sailboats. A sail could be rigged
successfully, and could run well before the wind, but,
because of lack of a keel or centreboard was useless for
reaching or beating, and we doubted whether the gear
would be warranted in competition for space and
weight with the amount of other essential gear on
operations. The all-upload on a Folboat was 700
pounds, including the weight of the two operatives.
Subsequently a later Folboat model arrived from SOE
in England equipped with sails, but my opinion stood
that its use was restricted to pleasure roles, not for
serious AIB operations.

Altitude Switches
I was given 50 altitude switches to calibrate. These

consist of one torch dry cell and a concertina-like box
about the same size which expands as the air pressure
drops and closes a contact so that the battery fires an
electric detonator. A rubber tube about two inches in
diameter was filled with high explosive with this device
in one end to destroy Japanese zero fighters. Zeros
had a plate about four inches in diameter fastened by
a single thumbscrew for inspection of the tail assembly.
Dispersal bays were cut in the jungle round an airstrip
so that a bomb strike on one parked zero was confined
to that one plane. An AIB operative, approaching from
the jungle at night needed only a minute to insert one
of these charges in a zero, then proceed via the jungle
to the next. A bombing mission was planned for the
early morning which the zeros would take off to attack.
At the set altitude, all their tails would blow off at the

same time. Destroying the Zeros on the ground would
cost the enemy the Zeros. Blowing them up in the air
costs the enemy fighter pilots as well, and fighter pilots
were much harder to replace than fighters. The fact
that the whole group of fighters mysteriously vanished
without having time to radio base hit the morale of
other fighter pilots.

It was very important that the switches be set so
that they all went off at the same altitude. My cousin,
Flight Lieutenant Harvey Carey (later Professor of
Gynaecology) was engaged in high altitude physio -
logical investigations at Somers on the Mornington
Peninsula, Victoria where he had a low-pressure
chamber for experimental work at any desired high
altitude. I told him I wanted to calibrate some equip -
ment at high altitude. Before going there, I connected
a 1.5-volt torch bulb across each switch instead of the
detonator. As I entered the chamber, I asked my cousin
to reduce the pressure to match six thousand feet at
the equator. I then turned each contact screw until all
the lights just came on at that pressure. I then had
several cycles up and down through that pressure,
adjusting the contacts until they were exactly
synchronized. As nobody other than my cousin knew
that I had used the chamber, and as he had no idea
what the switches were for, the extreme secrecy of this
equipment was not compromised.

Hydrogen for Radiosonde
When the Japanese occupied all the Malay

Archipelago including Timor, West New Guinea, and
the Aru Islands northwest of Darwin, the need arose for
weather information from deep in the enemy territory
to assist bombing missions. A radio-sonde station in
Sumatra sent up each night would be ideal. A radio -
sonde is a very light instrument pack borne aloft on a
six-ft diameter neoprene balloon (weighing two
pounds empty, which is heavier than the instrument
payload) filled with hydrogen, which sends back the
temperature, pressure, and humidity continuously until
the balloon bursts high above the troposphere which is
the top of the weather circulation. 

The instrument consists of a very simple capacitor
and coil tank circuit which fixes the base audio-
frequency. A tiny concertina-like aneroid box expands
as the air pressure drops, sliding a stylus across a line
of separate contacts leading back to the tank circuit
alternately via a thermister (whose resistance depends
on the temperature) or a polystyrene strip coated with
potassium chloride (whose resistance depends on the
humidity), so that the frequency transmitted on the
VHF carrier changes with every step up in height,
giving the temperature and humidity alternately with
the height steps. Electricity is supplied by a tiny battery
plastic box which is activated by filling it with water.

The remote radiosonde seemed to be the ideal
solution, but there were real problems:

1. Ray-sondes normally transmit in the very high
frequency band, to be received near the launch

A Folboat with sails.
Source: AWM
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point. To transmit from Sumatra, the tiny
transmitter would have to be redesigned for the
7-megacycle band. This would not be difficult.

2. Radiosondes transmit on the way up. Such a
signal could be located by direction finding
intersection, which would lead to the party's
rapid location and destruction. This could be
met by having the tension in the cord from the
balloon hold a switch open until the balloon
bursts, so that the instrument would transmit
from that height until it hit the ground. The
barometric height of each piece of information
would be identifiable by the systematic spacing
of the barometer contacts. The wind drift on the
ascent would take the instrument far enough
from the ground party, that direction-finding
would be too vague to find the party in the
jungle.

3. Each ascent requires a large volume of hydro -
gen. Where does the party in Sumatra get that?
There are many ways of generating hydrogen,
but they are impossible for the Sumatran
situation. But there was a practicable way, and
indeed one much more efficient than any other
source of hydrogen in terms of volume of
hydrogen per weight of reagents to be taken in.
One gas cylinder, one storpedo full of metallic
silicon flakes, and one storpedo full of caustic
soda sealed in three-pound lots, would enable
enough hydrogen to be developed for about
500 balloon ascents. 3 lb. of silicon, plus 3 lb. of
caustic soda, plus 3 gallons of water, in the gas
cylinder, tightened down, generates enough
hydrogen for a six-foot balloon. The silicon was
available commercially as ferrosilicon, which is
95% silicon.

Allowing two storepedoes for basic stores and food,
and three operatives, the whole party could be
parachuted into Sumatra in one Liberator mission.

Next issue: Developing Special Operations
Parachuting
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This article is based
upon works origin -
ally under taken by

the late Jim Truscott in early
2020 as part of his research
for a ‘Battlefield Guide to
Timor Leste’ that he was co-
authoring. This article has
been enhanced with addi -
tional information pro vided
from the eulogy presented
by Damian Ellwood at Jim
Ellwood’s funeral in Decem -
ber 2021.

Jim Truscott first met Jim
Ellwood in 2016 when the
long overdue plaque dedi -
cated to the Operatives who
had served in Special
Opera tions Australia (SOA)1

in World War Two was
installed in the grounds of
the Australian War Memorial
in Canberra. Jim Truscott
only had a brief opportunity to speak with Jim Ellwood
at that time, but Jim Truscott was determined to ensure
that Jim Ellwood and his very ‘special band of brothers’
who had served in Portuguese Timor in both Sparrow
Force/Lancer Force in 1941 and 1942, and later with
the Special Operations Australia (SOA) from 1943 to
1945 would be remembered in the ‘Battlefield Guide
to Timor Leste’ covering over 1,000 battles from World
War II, through the 24-year Independence War, to
recent United Nations operations2.

Only eight other
Australian servicemen
served in both capa -
cities in Portuguese
Timor, and they were a
very ‘small band of
brothers’ indeed.

Operation SUNLAG
to relieve Operation
LAGARTO 
•  Capta in  A r thu r

‘Steve’ Stevenson,
ex 2nd/4th Inde pen -
dent Company Sur   -
 vived the war.

• Sergeant Rod Dawson, ex 2nd/4th Independent
Company. He died of fever and malnutrition in
Australia after being extracted on 10 August 1945.

Operation SUNCOB to relieve Operation COBRA
• Captain Phil Wynne, ex 2nd/4th Independent Com -

pany, prisoner of war in Dili and survived the war.
• Sergeant John ‘Blossom’ Lawrence, ex 2nd/2nd

Independent Company, who was also prisoner of
war in Dili. He was a very tough person as when
under interrogation he tried to bite his tongue in
half and bash his head against the wall in an
attempt to render himself incapable of responding
to questions. The Japanese forced prisoners to
kneel on a four-inch log, with another behind the
knee and the victim's buttocks were forced down to
their heels which was an excruciating procedure
accompanied by bashing and whipping. He
survived the war.

Operation SUNABLE to land at Ossu 
• Lieutenant Des ‘Panco’ Williams, ex 2nd/4th Inde -

pendent Company. Killed in action near Cape
Batoemerah on 4 July 1945.

• Sergeant Jack Shand, ex 2nd/4th Independent Com -
pany. Prisoner of war in Dili and he survived the war.

Operation SUNBAKER to enter Flores 
• Lieutenant Joe Wilkins, ex 2nd/4th Independent Com -

pany. Killed in air battle over Aileu on 17 May 1945
on RAAF Liberator A72-159.

• Corporal Des Lilya, ex 2nd/2nd Independent Com -
pany. Killed in air battle over Aileu on 17 May 1945
on RAAF Liberator A72-159.
Jim Ellwood was the last man standing. He was

initially an infantry machine gunner in Northern
Territory Force then he became a signaller and cypher
operator in Headquarters Sparrow Force/Lancer Force,
then an Operative in the SOA Operation LAGARTO
before becoming a prisoner of war in Portuguese
Timor. Search https://asecretwar.com/operation-
lagarto and https://doublereds.org.au/history/men-of-
the-22/vx/alfred-james-ellwood-r301/

In January 2020 Jim Truscott met Jim Ellwood at his
home in Melbourne and was able to ask him in a
relaxed environment at length about his experiences.
Jim Ellwood showed Jim the sarong that he had worn
along with shorts to hold his pistol when he swam into
the Timor Sea to for extraction by the US submarine
USS Gudgeon near the mouth of the Dilor River on 10
February 1943.

Jim Ellwood was born on 16 December 1921, and
he enlisted in the AIF just after the Japanese attack on
Pearl Harbour. He joined Sparrow Force in Portuguese

The Last Man Standing 
by Jim Truscott and Doug Knight

A young Jim Ellwood’s
enlistment photo in

December 1941
Source: NAA service file

1At the time, SOA’s cover name was the Services Reconnaissance
Department (SRD).

2This was publication being produced by Jim and Ed Wills of the 2/2nd

Independent Company Association in WA, on a grant from the Army
History Unit.

Former Captain Jim Ellwood
AKS185, then 98 years of age,

at home in Melbourne with
Jim Truscott on 17 January 2020.
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Timor as an acting Cor -
poral in the Signals and
Cypher Unit on 12 Sep -
tember 1942 along with
the advance party of the
2nd/4th Independent Com -
pany onboard HMAS
Kalgoorlie. Sparrow Force
was reinforced by the
2nd/4th Independent Com -
pany on 23 September
1942 and the name of the
force was changed on 18
November  1942  fo r
military security reasons.

Jim volunteered to be
part of the 13-man stay
behind S Force when
Lancer Force was ex -
tracted on 9-10 January
1943. Jim recalled that S
Force had not lasted very
long. Indeed, the
Japanese were on their
rear-guard, pretty well from the outset for a month. Jim
was very modest and as a signaller he said that never
in a million years would he claim any such elevation to
the ranks of those legendary commandos of the 2nd/2nd

Independent Company and 2nd/4th Independent
Company.

Jim said that he could remember, and will always
remember, the tears shed on the beach, by grown men
and Creados3 alike, when the SOA Operation LIZARD
III operatives, and the ragged S Force were extracted
by the US submarine USS Gudgeon, to relative safety,
by the skin of their teeth adding that the poor bloody
Creados, far from home, with no one to help them
were well and truly up the proverbial creek. Getting to
their home villages would have been a chancy business
at the best of times. Sadly, Private Dennis Fitness from
the 2nd/4th Independent Company was too ill to be
evacuated and was also left behind and his body never
recovered. Jim Ellwood returned to Fremantle on the
submarine on 18th February 1943 and promoted to
acting Sergeant on 26 April 1943.

Jim and others were hospitalized suffering from
dysentery and malaria and while he was recovering a
man came to see him. Jim could never remember his
name, but he was from the secret organisation we now
refer to as Z Special Unit4. Jim was told that the Army
needed someone to go back to Timor to join a local
guerrilla group, made up of Portuguese and Timorese,
and help collect intelligence on Japanese movements.
Jim volunteered again but on the condition that he
could go back to Melbourne and get married before he

went back to Timor. No doubt hardly believing their
luck with a volunteer for the job Army agreed.

Jim returned to Melbourne in a cattle car with his
comrades from S Force and on 29 May 1943 and was
transferred to Z Special Unit. Three weeks later he and
Mollie married. Jim had taken instruction in the
Catholic faith from a Jesuit priest and become a
Catholic which was the only way Mollie could marry
him. They had three days together at a guest house in
the hills before Jim returned to his unit. Little did they
know they would not see each other again for over 2
years.

On the 2nd of August 1943 Jim landed alone at night
by launch on a beach on the south coast of Timor
where he met members of the guerrilla party and made
his way north to the camp of a Portuguese officer/ad -
min istrator, Lieutenant Pires, the leader of the party
code-named LAGARTO. (The Portuguese word for
lizard). Jim found what could only be described as a
shambles. 

The party was almost 50 strong, and in his view, far
too large to evade detection. There were wives and
other women camp followers, one of whom was
pregnant. Pires had delusions that he was going to
lead a general uprising against the Japanese – who
numbered well in excess of 5,000 at the time - despite
having been given specific instructions to do no more
than collect and transmit intelligence. Pires’ messages
to Melbourne contained constant urgings that his good
friend Douglas McArthur come with an army and join in
the uprising. 

Jim, then only a Sergeant by rank, but ever the
diplomat, tried to persuade Pires to a different course
but his pleadings fell on deaf ears. Why would an
important colonial ‘Tenente’ listen to a mere Sergeant?
Jim reported the situation to Melbourne who promptly
promoted him to Lieutenant thinking that would solve
the problem. They were as delusional as Pires. It didn’t
solve the problem and Jim found a friend in a
Portuguese Timorese by the name of Patricio, or Pat
Da Luz, the radio operator. 

Together they agreed that if they couldn’t get the
party split up into small groups that the two of them
would seek permission from Melbourne to split off and
carry out the intelligence gathering function on their
own. Eventually they suggested this solution to
Melbourne who replied usefully “Things look black to
you, but it will be worth it. Stick it out jimmy try and
avoid any open breach we all sympathetic. Understand
how you feel but all are extremely satisfied your work
to date. We feel certain party will soon shake down into
good show if misunderstanding can be avoided”. 

Inevitably such a large party was compromised. It
became increasingly impossible to buy supplies from
the local villagers who had been threatened with death
by the Japanese if they helped the guerrillas. Many
local chiefs were executed in front of their people if
they were merely suspected of doing so. LAGARTO
moved along Timor to the east and up to the north

3Local Timorese, many of whom were boys, who assisted Australians and
Allies as guides, porters, and animal handlers and eventually guerrillas.

4The administrative unit for Army personnel used in operations by SOA. 

VX67548 Corporal Jim
Ellwood on 19 February 1943,

the day after the US Submarine
USS Gudgeon delivered the 13
troops from S Force to its base

in Fremantle after extracting
them from near the Dilor River

mouth on the south coast
on 10 February 1943.

Source: AWM
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coast in the hope of evacuation by flying boat. But they
were told none was available and they were instructed
to somehow cross the island to the south coast
undetected in the hope that the navy could assist
them. 

On the morning of the 29th of September 1943
LAGARTO was surrounded by a large force following
aggressive Japanese patrolling aided by hostile
natives. Pires had an injury and couldn’t run. Jim,
instead of trying to escape, stuck with him. Da luz
managed to get away in the scrub. The LAGARTO
party surrendered to the Japanese. Jim and Pires were
tied up and taken away. What happened to the rest of
the party is unknown.

Jim’s initial treatment by the Japanese army was
good. They fed and watered them and took them to
the capital, Dilli where Jim Ellwood was held in a cell
beneath the veranda in the house opposite the
Japanese Consulate. However, everything changed a
few days later when Jim was brought before the
Kempetai, the dreaded Japanese military police
equivalent of the Nazi Gestapo.

On 1 February 1944, he was taken to a drop zone
near Ossu when SOA Operation COBRA was being
inserted. Barely able to walk at the time he un suc cess -
fully tried to warn the incoming SOA operatives about
the Japanese ‘reverse radio’ trap by punching a guard.
He was subsequently punished by being left in the sun
for two days and then forced to run behind a horse
before he was dragged along and then taken by truck
back to Dili.

He was moved to Lautem in April 1944 and was
returned to Dili around September 1944. He was then
held in a larger cell in the smaller of two houses
opposite the Japanese consulate. In late November
1944, he was moved to the Japanese Signal Corps
Camp on the outskirts of Dili and was confined to a
barracks hut. Captain John Cashman from SOA
Operation COBRA, who was also a prisoner of war, was
in another building, but they were not permitted
contact with each other.

In January 1945, Jim was moved to a solid cell in a
new camp at Chihaya and he was no longer bound or
handcuffed. He was promoted to temporary Captain
on 14 February 1945, when known by SOA to be a
prisoner of war in Dili. He was then moved to Laleia on
an unknown date and held there until 12 August 1945,
when the Japanese sent the final end-of-war message
to the SOA Lugger Maintenance Section in Darwin. Jim
was returned to Chihaya on 13 August 1945.

On 21 August 1945, he was taken to the old
powerhouse in Dili, said to be at Taibesse by Sanch Da
Silva, a native guide, and was housed with Captain
John Cashman from Operation COBRA. Sanch Da Silva
told him that two Australians had died of wounds and
illness there. Jim saw five other Australian prisoners of
war there, which was the first contact that he had with
any Australian in two years in captivity all of which he
had been in isolation.

On 1 September 1945, he was moved to a house
200 metres from the powerhouse, where he met all of
the surviving SOA prisoners and learned of the deaths
of the other LAGARTO operatives, most of them
executed. On 5 September 1945, he was moved to the
waterfront at Dili, embarked on small motor vessel and
sailed to Surabaya. In his final period in captivity, the
Japanese knew the war was over and had ordered his
execution. However, SOA knew of his existence, and
they informed the Japanese they would be held
accountable, and the prisoners were all moved across
to Bali and Jim eventually ended up in a Japanese
Officers Club which had been a Dutch hotel. He was
repatriated from Bali on 3 October 1945 to Singapore,
before being returned to Australia. He relinquished his
commission and was granted the honorary rank of
Captain on discharge on 10 December 1945.

As the SOA post war history said in a moment of
refreshing candour in 1945: “there is no redeeming
feature in (the) LAGARTO operation. It is a story of
hardship, death, torture, humiliation, and degradation
meted out to an Australian, some Portuguese, and
scores of fine loyal natives by a ruthless enemy. It is a
story of colossal waste, since all subsequent operations
in the area for a period of two years depended on the
assumption of its freedom. It produced nothing
whatever of value and neither did the subsequent
operations. To this failure can be ascribed the wretched
deaths of nine Australians, some Portuguese, and
scores of fine natives, of whom many were chiefs of
their districts. Even the Japanese must have despised
the gross inefficiency and criminal negligence with
which it was conducted.  The only thing that can be
said in its favour is that, at this cost, SRD was kept
‘alive’ through difficult periods of its history until the
time came when it was able to perform worthwhile
tasks in the Dutch New Guinea, Halmahera, Celebes
and Borneo areas.”

Jim Ellwood’s Report Operational Report on
Lagarto by VX67646 Captain A. J Ellwood, dated 24
October 1945, when he was debriefed on return to
Australia, is salutary reading about the difficulty of
white faces operating in denied areas and the
operational incompetence of Headquarters SOA.
While the blunders that doomed the brave men of the
SOA operations inserted into Portuguese Timor to
death, torture and degradation were at least the
subject of a brutal internal self-criticism by SOA in 1945
as quoted above, the conduct of Jim and Captain John
Cashman remained publicly clouded for many years.
Subsequent publicly available information has set the
record straight, confirming the loyalty and courage of
both men under indescribable duress.

Jim Truscott asked Jim how he endured the torture
by the Japanese and how he came to terms with his
many deprivations, including being held in solitary
confinement for two years, much of the time bound
and in handcuffs. Jim Ellwood replied that he had
started life on his father’s dairy farm in western Victoria
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where they had plenty of food but no money. As a boy
he spent a lot of time fishing, hunting with dogs and
shooting and he had walked just about everywhere
before joining the AIF as a young man. There is no
doubt that these early physical years had toughened
him to adversity in life. He had also gone to Japan in
2011 as part of a group of former prisoners of war to
give speeches to the Japanese people so that they
could hear the truth. This event has helped him to deal
with the ‘black dog’ in his head, but he could never
reconcile what the Kempetai did to him. He had been
invited on several occasions to go back to Timor but
reliving his worst nightmare would have been just too
much to bear.

Two other SOA operatives from Operation RIMAU,
were held captive in Dili following their evasion
through the Riau Archipelago in 1944. Warrant Officer
Jeff Willersdorf and Corporal Hugo Pace were
captured on Romang Island and were taken to Dili and
tortured. Warrant Officer Jeff Willersdorf died a week
after arriving in Dili in January 1945 and Corporal Hugo
Pace lasted until June 1945. Both men were buried in
the Christian cemetery on a hill at Taibesse, about 200
metres southeast of the old Dili power station which
had served as their gaol. Lieutenant Eric Liversidge,
who was part of SOA Operation COBRA, died as a
prisoner of war in November 1944; and he was also
buried in an unmarked grave in the Christian cemetery
on a hill at Taibesse.

Jim Elwood
died on the 27th of
Novem ber 2021,
2 weeks short of
his 100th birthday,
sur rounded by his
wife Loretta and
family members.
His funeral service
was conducted on
2 December 2021
and the Com -
mander Special
Opera tions Com -
mand was re pre -
sented by the CO
and RSM of the 1st

Commando Regi -
ment and several
members of ACA
Vic. The funeral
service was fol lowed by a com me  morative cele bration
of life at the Montmorency RSL at which a WW2 SOA
plaque was presented to Loretta, Jim’s widow. The
plaque was originally intended to be presented in
conjunction with Jim’s 100th birthday celebrations as
COVID restrictions had impeded earlier visits.

SOA (Z Special Unit) veterans 93-year-old Ted Dubberlin, 93-year-
old Mervyn Fox and 94-year-old Jim Ellwood after the plaque
dedication ceremony for SOA at the Australian War Memorial

in Canberra in 2016. All are not deceased.
Source: Kym Smith.

Jim is wearing a Green Beret, presented by the Australian
Commando Association Victoria with an embroidered Z Special

Unit Association badge. Source: ABC News: Greg Nelson 

Loretta showing the SOA presentation
plaque.

Source: Richard Pelling
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• Australian Service Medal 1939-45
• Returned from Active Service Badge No.291857

Public Inquiries and donations
Association members continue to be engaged in

responding to public enquiries regarding ancestor
records and individual service history within Australian
special operations units in World War II. There have
also been several donations by families of World War II
Commando veterans of items of historical significance
to the Historical Collection. 

Support to 1st Commando Regiment
Following on from my previous report, the following

is an update on actions in support of 2 Company and
301 Sig Sqn Det at Fort Gellibrand.

a. Planned for early 2022 is the handover of the
CSM’s Honour Board, OCs library and historical
displays of WW2 unconventional warfare activi -
ties. Unfortunately, there has been a significant
delay due to COVID restrictions and refur bish -
ment of the Drill Hall.

b. A significant quantity of 1st Commando Regi -
ment lapel pins have been provided to the CSM
for distribution to current and future members of
the unit.

Lapel Pin and Card

c. The production of a coffee table type book
covering the history of Fort Gellibrand, and of its
occupancy by 2 Company and 301 Sig Sqn Det,
has been delayed and is expected to be
completed in early 2022.

d. The 1960’s era commando badge parquetry
floor has been lifted and is in temporary storage
at Fort Gellibrand pending a decision on a new
permanent location. This valuable piece of unit
history will be retained and restored with direct
Support from HQ SOCOMD.

e. 2 Company/301 Sig Sqn Det conducted its end
of year celebrations on Saturday, 11 December
and I was privileged to be asked to present the
Silver Badge Award to the Unit ‘Best Operator’
for the year - Sergeant M. The AATTV award for
the ‘Best Support Staff’ was also awarded. The
Silver Badge Award comprised a numbered 1st

Commando Regiment beret badge, coloured
silver, and a framed ACA Certificate of the
Award. The event was a great success with
several fighting knives and a hatchet being
donated by the Association for the Xmas raffle.
The ACA National President and Honorary
Colonel, Major General Melik (Retired), the
Commanding Officer and Regimental Sergeant
Major of the 1st Commando Regiment were also
in attendance.

The Silver Badge Award             Copy of Award Certificate

Brigadier Mac Grant Historical Memorabilia
In mid-2021, in one of the breaks between

Melbourne lockdowns, I received a phone message
from CSM 2 Company, 1st Commando Regiment
regarding a strange phone call he had received
regarding a commando fighting knife belonging to the
late Brigadier Mac Grant (Former OC 1 Coy and first
Honorary Colonel of 1st Commando Regiment). I was
intrigued and contacted with the holder of the knife
who turned out to be a former CMF Major whom I had
known earlier in my military career and had been the
Adjutant to Mac Grant in one of his CMF postings and
was also the Executor of Mac’s will. The knife had been
in the Major’s possession since Mac’s death and he now
thought it was time that it be returned to a more
appropriate location, particularly as ownership of a
double edged weapon is prohibited in Victoria. 

The Major presumed the knife was a present from
Mac’s former comrades in either the 2/5th or 2/12th

Commando Squadron with whom Mac had served in
World War II. As soon as I saw the inscription, I knew it
had come from elsewhere later in Mac’s working life, as
in 1959 Mac transferred from the Regular Army to the
then the Citizen Military Forces (Army Reserve). He
subsequently joined the Department of Foreign Affairs

June 1945. Tom as a newly
commissioned Lieutenant
holding his first son, Gary,

aged 5 weeks.
Source: Gary Henry

Tom Henry receiving his SOA
plaque from Doug Knight,

President ACA Vic.
Source: Reichard Pelling

                            

ACA VIC Report (Continued from page 11)
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as a career Foreign Affairs Officer. It was during this
time that the plaque was presented to Mac as he was
initially involved Special Operations training and the
award was made prior to his first overseas posting as a
Foreign Affairs Officer. Arrangements were made and
the plaque, with another inscription from ACAVIC, was
presented back to the training facility from where Mac
received the original presentation in the early 1960s.

New item of memorabilia - Australian Commando
Association Presidents Coin

In mid-2021, after consultation with a few other
ACA state presidents and the National Vice President,
it was decided to produce a ‘Presidents Coin’ for use as
a means of recognition to those individuals or
organisations who had provided support and
assistance to ACA. A limited quantity has been
produced and are available from ACAVIC at
acavic_president@commando.org.au.   These coins will
only be made available to ACA State presidents and
secretaries.

Front View                                    Rear View

ACAVIC Memorabilia
For Unit Regimental Funds and interstate ACA

Branches seeking to purchase bulk quantities of
memorabilia from ACAVIC please contact the
President or the Secretary as there will be a reduced
pricing schedule for most items. Items can be
purchased by individuals at the ACAVIC merchandise
website at

https://www.austcdoassocvic.com/merchandise/. 
Doug Knight

President, ACAVIC
Mobile: 0400877323

Email: dougknight88@gmail.com
29 December 2021 

The 1960’s
Presentation                           

The 2021 additional Presentation Plaque
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This summer there’s a new military
history book by Phillip Bradley
called “The Battle for Shaggy

Ridge”.  It is a great read and took me
back to Army days and a trek we did to
retrace those battles in the mountains of
PNG.

For four months in 1943/44 the Aust -
ralian Army fought to drive the Japanese
from their mountain strongholds in the
Finisterre ranges (in French ‘the end of the
earth’). The most formidable posi tion was
the fortress-like Shaggy Ridge where the
battle was often fought on a one man front
due to the very narrow knife edge ridge
line with steep drops on either side.

The book opens with Commandos and
it’s hard to put it down as the 2/6th Inde -
pendent (Commando) Company assaults
the Japanese positions at Kaiapit, a village
complex in the Ramu Valley.

General Vasey flew in and confirmed
his orders… “Go to Kaiapit as quickly as
possible” he said to Captain King, Officer
Commanding the 2/6th Independent Com -
pany (later re-named 2/6th Com mando
Squad ron). “Destroy any enemy resistance
there, occupy Kaiapit and prepare a
landing strip.”  They did it well, with over
200 Japanese KIA. The Japanese accounts
confirmed the devastating nature of the
hard hitting strike and the huge volume of
fire. And it had an immediate operational
effect, “with the victory at Kaiapit, General
Vasey had the chance to let his 7th Division off the
leash.”

Later in the book Bradley mentions Major Geoff
Laidlaw’s 2/2nd Independant (Commando) Company who
were also in the valley.  Laidlaw sends Captain Dexter’s
platoon on a reconnaissance mission to Kesawai village
where they conduct an ambush on the Japanese that
accounted for at least 42 KIA with Dexter and another
Commando wounded.  These men had fought for a year
in Timor 41/42 and were now contributing to the PNG
campaign.

During the following months the Aust -
ralians fought a massively difficult series of
battles to push the Japanese off the ridge
and back to the coast. Bradley details the
battles well, from the exper ience of the
individual soldiers, face to face with the
enemy, to the combined and joint opera -
tional picture and also includes the
Japanese perspectives and the impor -
tance of the local support during the
campaign as well.

In 1993 I was very fortunate to take
part in an Army trek in PNG that retraced
the steps of the Australian forces from
Dumpu in the Ramu Valley up over
Shaggy Ridge to the coast that was part
community engage ment, part adven -
turous training and of course a fantastic
military history experience.

There were remnants of those actions
still strewn throughout the battlefields.
Fighting pits, helmets, bullets, grenades,
an owen sub machine gun (with a double
feed and rounds still in the magazine), a
heavy Japanese gun, rations, etc.  As we
recounted the actions and the bravery of
those who went before us, we also had a
number of PNGDF members who pro -
vided fascinating insights We stayed in
villages and in the battlefields, it was a real
eye opener for all of us who were
absolutely in awe of what those young
Australian men of the 2nd AIF had achieved
over that same ground 50 years earlier.

The Battle for Shaggy Ridge is published by Allen &
Unwin.

The Battle for Shaggy Ridge
by Luke Gosling (MP)

Men from A Company,
2/9th Battalion on Green Sniper’s

Pimple, 21 January 1944.
Photo by Norm Stuckey

AWM 0642601

2/6th Independent Company and PIB soldiers celebrating victory
on Mission Hill, Kaiapit. (Photo by Norm Stuckey, AWM 057500)

Earthworks Training provides RII accreditation
for the Civil Construction Industry on:-

• Tractor • Compactor • Roller • Skid Steer • Backhoe
• Excavator • Wheeled & Tracked Loader • Dozer • Grader
• Scraper • Water Cart • Rigid and Articulated Haul Trucks
• Vehicle Loading Crane • EWPs • Load and Unload Plant

• Telehandler • Asphalt Paver and • Profile Planer.

Greater Sydney, NSW & ACT

The competent operator will receive an RTO Issued
Statement of Attainment, an RII Card and a VOC Card.

Ask us about R.P.L.

Call Lisa 0400 790 894
Call Adam 0415 214 348

SafeWork Assessor - HN827499

Retracing the steps 1993
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As outlined in my Editorial notes, I have used
the time of Victoria’s various “lockdowns”
reading extensively about the history of

Commandos and other remarkable Australians who
have made exceptional contributions across the years in
many theatres of conflict. Many of the operations and
individuals well-known to the Commando Community,
others less visible but equally remarkable with their
demonstrated courage and sheer tenacity to “get the
job done”.

It was early in 2021, when using one of my precious
two-hour breaks from mandatory household lockdown, I
took the family dog to a local park and had the great
pleasure of “bumping into” Jim and Pam McIldowney
and somehow the issue of military service came up in
the conversation with Jim mentioning that his father,
William ‘Verne’ MCILDOWNEY had served with Z
Special Unit. In a subsequent visit with Pam and Jim, I
was able to present them with Verne’s service history
which had generously been researched and compiled
by Doug Knight.

Verne enlisted in October 1942 at Royal Park Victoria
and in August 1943 he attended the NCO course 102 at
School of Military Engineering (Field). On 23 February
1944 he marched out to Z Special Unit 1 and on 25
March 1944 he embarked for service inside Australian
mandated Territories as part of Operations HORNET.

Verne was discharged on 17 May 1946 having served
his country for 1311 days.

OPERATION MUGGER
The Mugger project was a comprehensive scheme

for the establishment of lines of communication
between Darwin and the Lesser Sundas Inland to permit
the passage of small craft of limited range on missions
for the insertion of field parties into enemy held territory.
The area covered by the plan was bounded by Darwin,
Timor, Savu, Soemba and the Kimberley District of
Western Australia.

The plan was to be carried out in four phases.
Phase 1 covered a reconnaissance for a suitable base

in the vicinity of Montalivet Island off the Australian

coast 35D miles south-west of
Darwin, and the caching of stores
at this base and at Drowse Islet,
130 miles further to the west.

Phase 2 provided for the staffing and
establishment of a base camp in the Montalivet area,
improvement of the Browse Islet base, the
reconnaissance of Sandy Islet, Scott Reef and the
caching of stores at Sandy Islet and Cartier and Ashmore
Reefs.

Phase 3 extended the plan to reconnaissance’s by
field parties to find concealed entry points on Doti,
Savu, Dana Islands and Soemba, the first two to be
performed by surface craft, and the others by Catalina.

Phase 4 covered the establishment of caches in the
areas reconnoitred in Phase 3, the personnel, and stores
to be carried by sea.

The project was submitted to GHQ on 3 Mar 44
through AIB and was approved on the assumption that
the first two phases would be carried out by surface craft
operated by SID and that the only call that would
subsequently be made on other services would be for
Catalinas required in phase 3.

The Mugger project was successfully carried through
Phases 1 and 2. Hornet Base at Cape Voltaire on the
Kimberley coast was set up and stocked with petrol and
oil; caches of food and water were made at Sandy Islet,
Scott Reef and West Islet, Ashmore Reef; at Drowse Islet
two large caches containing food, water, camp equip -
ment and arms were successfully made. 

Following the return to Darwin of 'Krait' at the end of
July 1944 and of 'Alatna' in August 1944, both in a
damaged condition, SRD was without ships with which
to carry out the further development of the Hugger
operation. A constant series of delays was experienced
in refitting the vessels and they did not sail again until
well into 1945.

MUGGER was suspended while attempts were made
to have the various uncompleted sub-projects carried
out by alternative means of transport. These attempts
were unsuccessful. In September 1944 AIB requested
that Mugger be re-submitted in one of two forms, either

providing for insertion of further parties and
their maintenance by small craft, after first
establishing the route, or alternatively, as a
revised project for which air transport more than
that originally anticipated would be required.

In June 1944, the Sounder plan, which was an
exten sion of Mugger, was submitted to AIB for
approval. Sounder comprised several projects
for the penetration of the Lesser Sundae from
the terminals of the Mugger Line of Com -
munications. Thus, the two projects were very
closely allied, and the difficulties of completing
Mugger affected the execution of Sounder.

VX90559 Cpl William ‘Verne’ MCILDOWNEY
by Stephen Carter, Editor

Map of Mugger Operational Area
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At the end of November 1944, a revised plan for
Munger-Sounder was submitted to AIB providing for the
operations to proceed on the basis of air transport for
the insertion of parties and for their maintenance, with
subsequent sorties by SRD surface craft and occasional
assistance from the RAN as the project developed. This
proposal was rejected by GHQ on the grounds that
minor importance of the area of operations did not
warrant the allotment of air support to the extent
indicated. As a result of this rejection, the further
development of Mugger project was abandoned.

OPERATION HORNET
The Hornet plan provided for a reconnaissance of

the coast of the Kimberley, select a site for a base, and
thereafter the stocking and manning of the base. From
Hornet base, it was intended to stage the SRD craft the
various islets and reefs in the Timor Sea at which caches
were to be inserted. 

A party comprising Lieut R.C. Kemp, Sgt Russel R.,
Sgt Hoffie A.V., Cpl McIldownie, Spr Duck R., and Spr
Turland K. sailed from Darwin on 23 March  1944 aboard
'Krait' (Lt Witt, RANVR) for Cassini Island off the
Kimberley Coast. The Island was found unsuitable for a
base and food cache and the party proceeded to Cape
Voltaire. In a bay directly to the east of the Cape (later
named Krait Bay), good water supply was found, and a
tentative camp site was selected. Water supply, which
was a major consideration in the selection of a camp
site, appeared to be assured for the dry season.

The reconnaissance was continued to Bigge Island
and the Maret Group, but these islands proved un -
suitable for the purpose in view. Browse Islet, approxi -
mately 100 miles west of the Maret Group, was
inspected and found suitable as a stores cache.

In May 1944, Capt K. Paddick, Sgt Watts 17, Cpl
Bubb and Spr Ryan left Darwin to complete Hornet
base. On 20 Jun 44, Lt Kemp took over at Hornet base
from Capt Paddick whose services were needed
elsewhere.

Between May and Jul 44, many trips by 'Krait' were
made to Hornet base, and 'Alatna' staged through on
several occasions. Petrol stocks exceeding 8,000 gallons
were cached at Hornet base, the transport of this large
quantity from Darwin being carried out by 'Southern
Cross' and 'Coolibah’.

From Hornet base, the Mugger operations of Phase
2 were successfully completed by 'Krait' and 'Alatna'. At
the end of July 1944, however, 'Krait' returned to Darwin
in a damaged condition as the result of bad weather. In
August, 'Alatna' limped back to Hornet base after
experiencing engine trouble during an abortive attempt
to insert Gnat party into Roti. With both ships in an
unseaworthy condition, further progress could not be
made with the Mugger project which depended
primarily upon surface craft for transport. On 15 Aug 44,
on instructions from Melbourne, 'Alatna' evacuated
Hornet base, carrying base personnel, Gnat personnel
and Gnat 'stores to Darwin. Hornet base was not again
used during the war.

I can only imagine the challenges faced by Verne and
his comrades and trust that this article sheds some light
on the extraordinary efforts of Z Special Unit not only in
offensive operations but in the development and
execution of critical logistic and supply missions in the
defence of Australia.

In memory of VX90559 Cpl. William ‘Verne’
MCILDOWNEY.

HMAS Krait in 1944 after return from Operation JAYWICK used by
AIB as a country craft in support of operations.

HMAS Alatna was an ex-Australian Army fast supply/sea ambulance
launch (AM 1475) commissioned, at Sydney, on 2 February 1944
under the command of Lieutenant Hubert Edward ‘Ted’ Carse,

RANVR for use by the Services Reconnaissance Department (SRD).
Carse had previously commanded Krait during her service on

Operation Jaywick; the special forces raid on Singapore in
September 1943.
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Introduction

Anumber of the activities of various parts of
the Allied Intelligence Bureau (AIB) during
World War II, such as Operations JAYWICK

and RIMAU are now well known. There were however
many other operations that have only gradually come
to public attention. This article will focus on AIB
operations in New Britain, principally by the organi -
sation known as the “Coastwatchers.”   

Public knowledge of the activities of the AIB has
been greatly widened with the declassification of
important records relating to the AIB, in particular in
this case the end of war report of the North Eastern
Area (NEA) section of the AIB for the period 1943-
1945.3 Another official history of note is US General
MacArthur’s end of war reports4, written by his staff and
published after the war, providing a perhaps overly
generous description of MacArthur’s wisdom, fore -
thought and skill. Official histories of course only tell
part of the story, sometimes incompletely, of the
deliberations of committees and the clinical re-telling,
often to organisational advantage, of times, places,
people and events.

Numerous first-hand works have also been written,
filling in some of the personal details, the atmospherics
and the reasons why things happened.  Principal
among these in this case is an account by the former
chief of the Coastwatchers, Eric Feldt.5 In addition
there are the personal accounts and other information
at “The Last Coastwatcher” website, inspired by a
former NEA member (and one of a few surviving field

operatives) Jim Burrowes.6 All such personal accounts
are nevertheless potentially open to error, bias or
misremembering. It should be noted too that even
with in official records there are occasional dis cre -
pancies, so any errors below, especially regarding
individuals mentioned, are regretted. Ranks for
persons mentioned below are a little inconsistent in
that they are a mixture of rank at the time of the
occurrence or final rank at the end of the war.  Taken
together however, these two types of sources help
build up a fuller picture.

Background
Allied operations in New Guinea7, of which New

Britain was a part, took place in the area of res pon -
sibility of the General Headquarters of the Southwest
Pacific Area (GHQ SWPA). The Allied forces in the
SWPA - US, Australian, New Zealand and Dutch - were
commanded overall by US General Douglas Mac -
Arthur, Supreme Commander of the SWPA.8

The AIB was formally established on 6 July 1942, to
coordinate the Australia-based eco-system of intel -
ligence and special operations organisations, most of
which had sprung up quickly in the first few months of
the Pacific war.  After a few adjustments, as of 14 April
1943 AIB (the Controller of which was an Australian
Army officer Col G.C. Roberts and the Deputy Con -
troller was Col S. Myers, US Army) worked directly to
GHQ SWPA.  AIB’s various remits included intelligence
collection, sabotage, raids, and raising guerrilla forces.
The major component parts of the AIB were :9

• The North East Area (NEA) section, which grew
out of the pre-war RAN Coastwatcher Organi sa -
tion. For administrative purposes, its AIF
members were held against M Special Unit.10 The

Allied Intelligence Bureau (AIB)1

The Campaign in New Britain 1942-1945
(PART 1)

By Noah Salittle2

1This organisation was created on 6 July 1942 to collect intelligence on
the enemy in the SWPA; weaken the enemy by sabotage and destruction
of morale; and assist local efforts to the same end in enemy occupied
territories.

2The pen name of a former 2 Commando Company officer of 14 years
service, who joined the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade.

3“Report by Commander J. C. McManus, RAN (Supervising Intelligence
Officer, North Eastern Area) on North Eastern area operations, covering
period from April 1943 to November 1945”, a digital copy of which is
held by the National Archives of Australia (NAA) at www.naa.gov.au, as
NAA Item 410718.  Note: Page number references are the page numbers
of the original report, found in the first part of this NAA item (NEA
Report).  This report mentions another, earlier report by the first head of
NEA, Commander Eric Feldt, covering the period January 1942 to April
1943, but that report is not available in digital form.

4“Reports of General MacArthur - The Campaigns of MacArthur in the
Pacific Volume 1”, prepared by his General Staff, U.S. Government
Printing Office, Washington, D.C., (1966) (Reports).

5“The Coastwatchers”, Eric Feldt, Penguin Books (1991) (The
Coastwatchers)

6https://thelastcoastwatcher.wordpress.com/2017/01/01/introduction/.
Also see supplementary commentary at...
https://www.navyhistory.org.au/the-last-coastwatchers/

7At the time there was the Territory of Papua, administered directly by
Australia (under the Territory of Papua Act 1905).  There was also the
Territory of New Guinea, a former German possession seized by Australia
during World War I and administered by Australia under a League of
Nations mandate.  For simplicity’s sake in this article, we’ll simply refer to
the two territories as “New Guinea”.

8Allied operations in the eastern part of the adjoining Solomon Islands
were however the responsibility of the South Pacific Area Command
(SOPAC), one of the commands under US Navy Admiral Chester Nimitz.

9“The Official History of Special Operations Australia – Volume 1 –
Organisation” NAA Item 235324 at www.naa.gov.au pp 70-73 (SOA Vol
1) Note:  that all references to pages use the NAA page numbering.

10SOA Vol 1 p. 28
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section was also variously referred to as “North
Eastern Area”; “NE Section” or “NE Area
Section”. The popular codeword “Ferdinand”
was often used, an allusion to a fictional cartoon
bull that would sit beneath a tree and smell the
flowers, i.e., to emphasise that their task was to
be circumspect and gather information un -
obtrusively.

• The Netherlands East Indies (NEI) section.  The
disparate Dutch intelligence and security
elements that fled the NEI for Australian after
the Japanese invasion in 1942 came to be
known as Netherlands Field Intelligence Service
(NEFIS).  The part of NEFIS that was in AIB was
NEFIS-III, the Secret Intelligence/Special Opera -
tions (SI/SO) Section of NEFIS.

• The Philippines Regional Section (PRS), an
American military organisation focussed on the
Philippines.

• Secret Intelligence Australia (SIA), the Australian
branch of the British Secret Intelligence Service
(SIS); and

• Special Operations Australia (SOA)11, which
although staffed in the majority by Australians,
was essentially the Australian branch of the
British Special Operations Executive (SOE).  For
administrative purposes, AIF members were
held against Z Special Unit.12 RAN and RAAF
members were held against separate estab lish -
ments in their own services, while British (non-
AMF) members were held against two British
War Establishments.13 SOA in its various forms
throughout the war was known under cover
names first as the “Interallied Services Depart -
ment” (ISD) and the “Services Reconnaissance
Department” (SRD).

The focus of this article is AIB operations in New
Britain, in particular after the initial setbacks of the
Japanese invasion. These operations only involved the
NEA Section, although SOA, as noted below, did at
least plan for some operations of their own against
Rabaul, the principal population centre on New Britain.
What is of interest about the NEA operations is that by
early/mid 1944 they had morphed from the original
‘Coastwatcher’ model, into Australian-led anti-
Japanese guerrilla operations, which (even) by today’s
standards are remarkable.

Strategic Setting

Map 1 - Key locations in New Britain
Source: “Australia in the War of 1939–1945. Series 1 – Army, Volume VII –
The Final Campaigns” (1st edition, 1963), CHAPTER 10 OPERATIONS ON

NEW BRITAIN at https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/C1417185,
(New Britain) p. 243

For the Allies, the Pacific war started on 7 Decem -
ber 1941 with the Japanese attack on the US naval
base at Pearl Harbour.  Within the space of a few short
months, Japanese forces had conquered British
Malaya, the Netherlands East Indies, the Philippines,
large parts of Australian New Guinea and other islands
to north and northeast of Australia.

Following the invasion of New Britain in January
1942, the Japanese established a large base at Rabaul.
The facilities located near the town were attacked by
Allied air units from early 1942, but these operations
were generally unsuccessful. Japanese aircraft based
from Rabaul operated against Allied forces in New
Guinea and the Solomon Islands. The town was also
eventually developed into a major port, with extensive
dock and ship repair facilities.14

Map 2 - Japanese forces in New Britain and New Ireland -
September 1943

Source: Reports p. 130

Despite their defeat at Buna (on the New Guinea
mainland) and the heavy losses in the continuing
struggle for Guadalcanal (in the British Solomon

11Also referred to by HQ SOE as Force 137. Special Operations Executive
1940-46, M.R.D. Foote , BBC London 1984 reprint, p244

12SOA Vol 1 p. 28
13SOA Vol 1 p. 36 14Wikipedia entry “New Britain Campaign”
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Islands), in January 1943 Japan still held the pre pon -
derant air, naval, and ground strength in the Southwest
Pacific and retained the strategic initiative in New
Guinea.15

The U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff directive of 28 March
1943 described Southwest Pacific objectives as a line
running across the (Vitiaz) straits between Finschhafen,
New Guinea, and New Britain.16 To this end, MacArthur
was to secure the western sides of the strait (the area
on the mainland around Finschhafen), some nearby
small islands and the eastern side of the strait – i.e.
western New Britain.

At the (Allied Chiefs of Staff) Conference held
during August 1943 in Quebec, Canada, the Com -
bined Chiefs of Staff approved the (US) Joint Chiefs'
recommendation to bypass rather than to capture
Rabaul. (These) decisions gave priority to the U.S.
Navy's drive across the Central Pacific and naturally
disappointed MacArthur, who had argued for the
seizure of Rabaul.17

Allied strategy in the SWPA was therefore to by-
pass and contain Japanese resistance in New Guinea
(including Rabaul on New Britain) and the Netherlands
East Indies (NEI), where possible, and push on through
the Moluccas in the NEI and re-take the Philippines,
from where the final attack on Japan could be
launched.

As part of Mac Arthur’s task to secure the Vitiaz
Strait between New Britain and the mainland, on 15
December 1943, an element of the US Sixth Army
(“Alamo Force”), the US 112th Cavalry Regiment,
landed at Arawe on the southwest coast of New Britain,
to serve as a diversion from the upcoming main
landing. On 26 December elements of the US 1st
Marine Division (also part of the US Sixth Army) carried
out the main landing near Cape Gloucester, on the
western tip of New Britain. US forces at both beach -
heads established their perimeters and over the next
few months were relieved by other US forces.

Photo 1 - US Army troops at Arawe December 1942
Source: Wikipedia entry “Battle of Arawe order of battle”

Photo 2. US Marines at Cape Gloucester December 1942
Source:

https://www.history.navy.mil/content/history/museums/nmusn/explore/photo
graphy/wwii/wwii-pacific/south-southwestern-pacific/new-britain-

campaign/battle-cape-gloucester/80-g-57466.html 

“Rabaul was being steadily emasculated by a
growing Allied air arm which slashed constantly at its
vital airfields and harbor installations.  Enemy thrusts
from that once powerful stronghold were becoming
weak and ineffectual and by the end of February 1944,
Rabaul had ‘no air support whatsoever.’ In spite of
replacements and reinforcements the once-powerful
Japanese air force in this area had been driven to the
point of extinction. The gradual decimation of the
enemy's land-based air power sharply decreased his
ability to defend his vital sea lanes and opened the way
for Allied naval craft to advance in increasing strength.
It was these unrelenting and punishing attacks against
major Japanese airfields and ground installations that
won the battle in the skies and gradually destroyed the
enemy air force in the New Guinea—Solomons area.”18

Then followed a final US landing on 6 March 1944
by US Marines around Talasea on the central north
coast of New Britain. after which little fighting (as far as
the US was concerned at least) took place between the
ground forces on the island.

15“US Army Campaigns of World War II” brochure entitled “New Guinea”
at https://history.army.mil/brochures/new-guinea/ng.htm (New Guinea)
p. 4

16New Guinea p. 7
17New Guinea p. 13 18Reports p. 133

Photo 3 - US Marines at Talasea
Source: “Battle of Talasea” Wikipedia entry 
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Responsibility for further operations on New Britain
“was returned to Australian control” early in November
1944.  Drives along the north and south coasts forced
the Japanese into the mouth of the narrow Gazelle
Peninsula and bitter fighting ousted them from their
strong positions in the Open Bay area by April 1945.
Although the Australians carried out vigorous patrol -
ling and fought occasional skirmishes with the enemy,
their activity was generally limited after May (1945).
The remaining Japanese forces were effectively
confined within the limits of the Gazelle Peninsula.19

Elements of the Australian 5th Division therefore
landed at Cape Hoskins on the north coast on 8 Octo -
ber 1944 and at Jacquinot Bay on the south coast on 4
November 1944, to relieve US forces on New Britain.

Map 3- Australian operations in New Britain between October
1944 and March 1945

Source: New Britain p. 254

The Japanese regarded the New Britain Campaign
as a delaying action, and kept their forces con centra -
ted around Rabaul in expectation of a ground assault
which never came.

The operations on New Britain are considered by
historians to have been a success for the Allied forces.
However, some have questioned the necessity of the
campaign. In addition, Australian historians have been
critical of the limited air and naval support allocated to
support operations on the island between October
1944 and the end of the war in August 1945.

As will be seen below, throughout the campaign on
New Britain members of NEA/AIB played a dis pro -
portionately significant role in supporting US and Aust -
ralian forces in the initial landings and the containment
phases.

AIB in New Britain
The Japanese Attack

Japanese forces captured Rabaul in January 1942,
quickly overwhelming the Australian LARK Force
elements there and on nearby New Ireland, the latter
including members of 1 Independent Company.
Rabaul was a regional centre for the Royal Australian

Navy’s Coastwatching Organisation, but Rabaul itself
was one of the first targets of Japanese invasion. There
were a number of Coastwatchers – almost all of them
civilian expatriate Australians, either in the local admin -
is tration or working in commercial enterprises - in and
around New Britain and some of them were in a
position to assist in the evacuation of AIF and other
personnel.  All the Coastwatchers in the area however
were either killed, captured, missing or evacuated, with
the exception of 3 who remained behind on the New
Britain main island - Bell (at Open Bay) and Douglas
and Olander (near Talasea), both on the north coast.20,21

These three were eventually evacuated to the New
Guinea mainland in July 1942, due to “danger from
out-of-hand natives” in their area.22,23

While hundreds of Australian soldiers and airmen
managed to escape and were evacuated between
February and May 1942, around 900 became prisoners
of war and were treated harshly. The 500 European
civilians captured by the Japanese were interned. On 1
July 1942, 849 POWs and 208 civilian men who had
been captured on New Britain were killed when the
Montevideo Maru was torpedoed by an American
submarine en route to Japan.

This article will focus on the period after the initial
setbacks of the Japanese invasion.

Planned SOA Operations on New Britain
In its official history after the war, SOA noted that

the Australian administration of the New Guinea terri -
tories “had organised no intelligence service which
could operate in the area after enemy occupation,
although the Royal Australian Navy, during 1941 had
organised a limited network of coast watchers at vital
points.”  In April 1942, SOA therefore prepared plans
to send 8 parties of 4 men into New Guinea to: spread
propaganda; raise guerrillas; recruit guides, inter -
preters and porters; establish intelligence networks;

19Reports p. 386

20The Coastwatchers pp. 54-68
21S/LT E.F.H. Mitchell, RAN and Wtr T.J. Douglas, RAN were reported
missing in February and March 1942, respectively.  Sig Francis, AIF was
noted as having died in April 1942.  Ch. Yeo. Sigs S. Lamont and Yeo.
Sigs G.T. Knight, RAN were reported as missing in March 1942. Civilians
J. Daymond and W.H. Squires were reported as missing near Gasmata
in February 1942.  The Coastwatchers pp. 387-408

22NEA Weekly Report to AIB of 29 July 1942, NAA item 508991, p. 174
23In the first weekly report of 13 July 1942 as the new N.E. Area Section,
to AIB HQ, it can be seen that at that stage the Coastwatching capability
was much reduced.  Apart from New Britain, the few parties remaining
in the field were:  Pilot Officer Mason (RAAF) “on a mission” to New
Ireland and Anir Islands; LEUT Read RAN and Petty Officer Guthrie RAN
in northern Bougainville, with 22 members of the now isolated 1
Independent Coy; PO Mason (RAN) with two 1 Independent Coy
members in south Bougainville; LEUT Macfarlan RAN, S/LEUT Rhodes
(RAN) and District Officer Clemens in three different locations on
Guadalcanal (Solomon Islands); Marchant (UK Resident Commissioner)
on Malaita (Solomon Islands); District Officer Kennedy on Ysabel Island
(Solomons Islands); District Officer Forster on San Cristobal Island
(Solomon Islands); and W. Shroder on Savo (Solomon Islands).  NAA
item 508991, pp. 178, 179

24New Guinea p. 13
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and carry out sabotage. The objective of
one of those parties was Rabaul, to be
covered by the WASP party as below.   A
separate seaborne raid, SCORPION, was
later planned, as below.24 These two
opera tions however were not imple -
mented and were cancelled ostensibly
due to lack of submarine transport.

Operation WASP
WASP was a plan to insert a party of

four into the Rabaul area by submarine or
flying boat.  The party leader LT W. T.
Thomas, AIF was an ex-trader and planter
from the Rabaul area, and another
member of the party was a former planter
and schooner master in New Britain.  The
official history is silent on the exact
purpose of the operation but notes that
the party deliberately kept stores to a
minimum, hoping to obtain food and
shelter from locals. The party assembled
at SOA’s training camp in Cairns - Z
Experimental Station - on 29 August
1942, with a little over 900 kg in stores.
After waiting in vain for submarine
transport to become available, the project
was abandoned around late October
1942.25

Operation SCORPION
In December 1942, C-in-C AMF,

General Blamey had approved planning
for an SOA operation to attack Japanese
shipping in Rabaul harbour.  During March
and April 1943, the party of 11, under the
leadership of CAPT S.W. Carey, AIF, trained intensively
at Z Experi mental Station and Fraser Commando
School.  Op SCORPION however was cancelled in May
1943 by AIB GHQ citing a lack of submarine transport
to insert and extract the party.26 The operation was to
have involved Folboats,27 inserted and extracted by
submarine.28 If it had gone ahead – and especially if it
had been suc cessf ul – it, not Op JAYWICK, would have
been celebrated as SOA’s first seaborne raid.  (Op
JAYWICK took place in September-October 1943 and
was technically an SOE/RAN operation supported by
SOA and not a SOA planned and conducted opera -
tion, unlike Op RIMAU).

(Part 2 next edition)

24“SOA Official History – Volume 2 - Operations”, NAA Item 235327 at
www.naa.gov.au (SOA Vol 2) page number references are the NAA page
numbers p. 192

25SOA Vol 2 p. 198
26SOA Vol 2 p. 204
27Collapsible canoes/kayaks
28Wikipedia entry “Operation Scorpion (World War Two)”, referencing a
biography of CAPT Carey
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WWII vet returns home   
Pte Jacob Joseph 

After decades living in
Australia, a WWII SAS and
Battle of Britain veteran

was escorted home to England last
month by an Australian Army soldier
from 1 Cdo Regt to join the Chelsea
Pensioners, a program run by the
illustrious Royal Hospital Chelsea for
British Army veterans.

Nicknamed “Cat” Morris for his
ability to cheat death, John Morris
enlisted when he was 16, joining an
anti-aircraft regiment as a gun layer
to defend British cities against nazi
bombers. 

When his regiment deployed to
North Africa, Mr Morris first escaped death aboard a
landing craft after his ship was torpedoed.

He contracted Hepatitis-A from drinking conta mi na -
ted water in Algeria, an illness that led him to the SAS
Raiding Support Group (RSR) when officers asked for
volunteers at his hospital.

The newly formed special forces unit operated
behind enemy lines across Yugoslavia and Greece,
providing heavy-weapon support and training to local
militias to overthrow nazi occupation, as Allied forces
advanced into Europe.

Mr Morris said he was excited to get selected,
despite its dangerous reputation.

“I don’t know if I was scared because when you’re
young you don’t think you’re going to die,” he said.

After the Allied invasion of Italy, the RSR launched
operations across the Adriatic Sea. 

It was around the time of an operation to retake the
Albian coastal town of Saranda – a thoroughfare for
German troops travelling from occupied Greece – that
he contracted malaria. 

“It was very unusual because it was the middle of
winter; I must have got the germ while I was in Africa
and it lay dormant,” he said.

Even seemingly innocuous tasks could become a
matter of life or death behind enemy lines, as Mr
Morris discovered prior to Christmas 1944, when a trip
to pick up holiday mail ended in a close call. 

“By the time we got to Dubrovnick we had a few
rakis, so we weren’t quite sober and we lost our way
coming back,” Mr Morris said.

“We drove through a German-held village and the
Germans were outside drinking schnapps, and my
mate said, ‘John, fire over their bloody heads. Don’t
shoot to kill, it’s Christmas Eve!’ 

“I had the twin Brownings on theJeep, so I let off a
couple of rounds over their heads and we found our
way back with the Christmas mail. 

“I didn’t get any mail funnily enough, everyone else
got something.”

When Mt Vesuvius erupted earlier in 1944,
destroying 88 US aircraft at Pompei airfield, John was
in the nearby Naples hospital and avoided death
again. 

In 1963, he spent six hours adrift near Casablanca,
clinging to flotsam after fire destroyed the cruise ship
TSMS Lakonia; 128 people died. 

“I didn’t have a life jacket and I pulled a chap onto
the flotsam with me, saving his life,” he said. 

“I found out later he was the hairdresser on the ship
and the fire had started in his salon.” 

Sometime after the Lakonia tragedy, Mr Morris’
marriage broke down and he moved to Australia,
working as a mechanic, then with the Encyclopaedia
Britannica and met his long-term partner. 

“I’m unhappy to go – we’ve looked after each other
for 32 years but we can’t look after each other
anymore,” the 99-year old said. 

A campaign to raise funds to repatriate Mr Morris,
led by former British SAS WO Matt Hellyer, helped
secure a place with the Chelsea Pensioners, where he
will live in “five-star” accommodation with other
veterans. 

He was escorted home to London by Cpl A from 1
Cdo Regt in Sydney, after a request from the British
Army. 

Cpl A met with Mr Morris several times in the weeks
leading up to his repatriation and escorted him home
on the flight. 

“I’ll be very happy there, but very sad to leave
Australia because I love it here,” Mr Morris said. 

“I’ve had a few escapes in my life but I think I’ve got
somebody up above looking after me.” 

(Courtesy: Army, The Soldiers Newspaper)
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Consolidated Training Services’ (CTS) highly qualified trainers and assessors possess in excess of 100 years of experience between them
within the mining and construction industry. Collectively, our training organisation is highly focused on recognising prior learning and existing
skill sets as we work alongside our clients to optimise their training experience. We also strongly believe in hands-on, one-on-one training so
that trainees can receive maximum time on the machines to acquire the knowledge and skills necessary to operate competently and safely.
For this reason, we only take two trainees per machine per day. Furthermore, CTS conduct all training on our own variety of earthmoving
and mobile plant machinery including a Loader, Integrated Tool Carrier, Telescopic Handler, Skid Steer, Excavator and Roller.

9417 9444
Cockburn Central Provider No 5739

www.consolidatedtraining.com.au 

Franchise Opportunities



At some point in their career, all ADF members will
leave the military and transition to civilian life. It’s a
significant decision that can involve your family.
Planning early will make sure you’re informed and
ready to enter the next phase of your life.

You must complete your transition with ADF
Transition Support Services so you understand the
process, your administrative requirements, and the
support available to you. We encouage you to involve
your family throughout your transition experience.

Transition support network
Transitioning to civilian life is a shared responsibility.

When you decide to leave the ADF you should engage
with your family, your Unit, and ADF Transition Support
Services.

Your Unit can speak to you about the transition
process and connect you with your local ADF Transition
Centre. Your Centre will introduce you to a Transition
Support Officer who will help you and your family
through the transition process and:

• provide you with an individual transition plan
• offer career coaching during your transition and

up to 12 months afterwards
• help you meet your administrative requirements
• help you leave with all documentation like

service, medical, and training records
• facilitate connections to Defence and govern -

ment support services

ADF Transition Seminar
You and your family can attend an ADF Transition

Serminar at any time during your ADF career to help
you prepare for your transition. Seminars are held

nationally throughout the year. You’ll receive
information from Defence and other organisaitons on
topics like finance and superannuation, health,
relocating, employment, and ex-service organisation
support.

ADF Member and Family Transition Guide
The ADF Member and Family Transition Guide – A

Practical Manual to Transitioning contains detailed
information on the transition process for ADF
members. The Guidce includes information on support
services and administrative reuqirement. It includes
checklists to help you navigate transition process.

Leaving the ADF
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Franchise Opportunities

www.ambertiles.com.au

www.thepainpod.com

www.geckosports.com.au
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Franchise Opportunities



Thank you to the following companies for supporting Commando.

www.axiomsedge.com

www.astute.global

www.unitedfasteners.com.au

www.synqor.com www.nzdia.co.nz

www.boc.com.au

www.airbus.com www.aidnqld.com.au

www.aigroup.com.au

www.boeing.com

www.austal.com dtc.org.au

www.australiandefence.com.au
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